How ab e are hy 5 Q Lord 
of Hoſts! Pl, TXXXIV. 1. 

Knowing therefore the Terrors of the 

| we ' per ſwade Men, 2 Cor. v. 2. 
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3 TO THE 


IR EADER. 


« Chriſtian Reader, 


HE Defs; gu of the following Tea. 
tiſe, 3s thy Spiritual . 
= that by diſplaying the Henne 
lor to the Eyes of thy Mind, thou may It 
ave thy Aﬀebbions and Deſires | ſtirred ap 
7 Big it as thy chiefeſt Treaſure : and 
en, where thy Treaſure is, thy Heart 
ill won be alſo. And perhaps here is as 
uch ſaid to engage thy fell, as has 
en any where written upon this Subject. : 
lea which, through the Divine Bleſſing, 5 
ay heget in thee thoſe Breathings aſten 
0 ' Happineſs here deſcribed, which may 
e in thy Eternal Fruition of it, It doc t ; 
indeed pretend to give a Grayhical De- 
*prion thereof (for it docs not yet ap- 
ar what we ſhall be) but ir gives py 
? Deſcription. of it as the Divine Oracles . 
| warrant ; ſhewing wherein the Nature 
our. Hapf ineſs "does chiefly conſiſt; and 
Ing 's 5 ace Abſfraſt and. Curious 
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To the Reaper =» 
Queſtions about it, according to the Word 
. e | 
And ſeeing Love and Deſire ure the 
Wings of the Soul, by which it flies toward: 
Heaven, I doubt not but the deyout Soul 
will here fend thoſe Attractives that will in- 
ſenſibly draw it thither: For what can mor 
engage our Aﬀettions, than the Deſire of he 
holding that bright Eternal Excellency, who 
zs altogether Delires; and whom the Church 
deſcribes as fairer than the Children of 
Men ? And if be was ſo in the Days of hu 
Flumiliation, how much more Glorious :5 
he on the Throne, being Crowned with 
Glory and Honour, as the Apoſtle to ti: 
Hebrews ſpeaks ? 

But alt ho Glorious Things be ſpoken of 
the City of God, which is repreſented to 
2 #5 an Eternal Excellency, and the Joy 
of many Generations; yet after the lurgeſt 
Deſcriptions, we ſhall he fore d to acknow- 
ledge, when me come to Heaven, what t > 
Queen of Sheba did, when ſhe ſaw the Gio 2 
ry of Solomon, That the half has not ;- 
been told us. Ee: | 
However, There is enough to engage © 
Hearts, and rauiſh our Affections, and. ,.. 
wake us cry out with David, How amiable ſoe 
are thy Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts! , 
„„ 
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To the READ. 
But 4s Love and Deſire carries us after 
that which we apprehend to be Ami able ana 
Lovely; ſo Fear is à Paſſion of the Soul, where- 


* 
\ 


by it flies from, and avoids, whatever it ap- 


prehends to be Evil. And this Paſſion works 
as ſtrongly in ſome Souls, as Love and Defire 
does in others. And to theſe th Viſuons of 
Hell may be as Uſeful, to afright em from 


, it, at the Viſions of Heaven, to draw the 


your Ears to the Mouth of Lophet, and 


Sinful Pleaſures, haue brought upon the m- 
15 ſelues Eternal Miſeries. Here you may fee 
„oo they too ſoon lament thoſe Torments lis 
Oh too Late to help. And thefe ſhould, to ail 
0 WW wiſe conſidering Perſons, be lookd on-as fs 


o 
* 


© Wl the like Deſtruction. 


21 Ark to the ſaving of his Houſe: And 


are here ſo lively deſerib+d) move arty Souls 
to get into the Ark, Chriſt Feſws, and fo 
avoid the Wrath to come, it will he an un- 
ſpeakable Mercy. n 


orhers to it. Here you may. as it were, lay 
f V * „ 54p 


„Lear the doleful Lamentations of thoſe loft 
Wretches, that through a vain Purſuit of 


many Sea-Marks, to warn others to avoid 


The Author to the Hebrews tells us, Ther 
Noah being moved with Fear, prepared. 


if the Fear of the Torments of Hell (which 


Nor let amy one be fambled that this * 
%%% EAT 5: 4. Geleuered 
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To. the . | 


e under the Similitude of a Viſion - 
For ſo long as the Truths herein copey'd are 
according to the Analogy of Faith, the Dre; 


an which they are put may be very well d. 


L penſe d with. I have dlont here in like the 5 


ici ans, who put their Phyſick in ſome pleaſs:; 27; 
Vehicle, to make it- go down the eaſier i! 
i their Patients. And ſince the way to . 5 
has beer ſo taking under the Similitude of 


Dream, why ſhould not the Tourneys E nl Ge | 


45 acc ept able under t he Similitude of a * 
fon ?. Nay, why ſhould it not be more uc. 


ceptable, ince the End is preferable to 1: | 


Means, and Heaven to the Way that bring. 


ee Wen ? The Pilgrim met with mai 


Difficulties ; but here they are all over: A. 


Storms. Pa * empeſis here, are hun 4 22 


Filence aud Serenity. 
Tet's ſtay no longer here then, but mount 


er upon the Golden Wings of Faith ana 


Love: For lo, the Winter is paſt, th: 
Rain is over and gone; the Flowers ap- 
pear ont he Barth, the time of the ſinging 
of Birds is come, and the Voice of the 
Turtie is heard in our Land; Jena, th: 
, le ſſed Bridegreom of our Souls euls 76 2. 
' Ariſe, my Love, my fair One, and come 
away. Which, Reader, that thou may Ji male 
ee to do, is. the Deſire ana Bayer of 
TIED 1's Souls Eo, 7; 10 . 
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HEN Wicked and Pi oflügate 
Perſons have gone on ig a 


| Courſe of Sin, to that 'de- 
gree, chat they can ſcarce hope for 
Pardon ; and find they haye treaſon to 
fear the juſt Jud gz meat of Gop for th 
Sings? they begin, at firſt to wiſh tflat 
there was no God to puniſh them. which 
they think their Intereſt; and ſo hy de- 
grees come to per ſuade themſely es that 
there is none: And when they ſet them- 
[cles to ſtudy for Arguments to back + 
A 4 Their i 


0 1 . to Believe. It was with one 
* 1 '**"OKthis ſortof Brutes (for they are ſcarce 
„ ray of the Name of. Men) that j had. 


. == be *continnally ; inculcating*me, 


js A os Ju days ne) a, we ralk of Bag-bears ro 


Self evident. 1 could not think the: 


nM Pede What they 
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13 to be acquai ated; Wh 


That there wat neither Gad nor Devil, Hon 

ven nor Hell; and that thoſe things were 
on che Politick Inventions of eh a 
were willing to keep the World i Hg awe: 


_ afriehten Children. It was not r 
Horror and Y rembling that 1 frſt heard 
this Diſcourſe; and therefore Tofoatl! 
jeft him, when he began upon theſe To- 
picks; but his ſpeaking of them to m. 
Þ often, at laſt prevaiFd with me tc 
conſider what grounds he had-forrwhat 
he ſaid; and from this time 1 fohnd m 
Mind perplex'd with ſo much Tronb!: 
and Darkneſs, that I could hardly bea: 
up under it: For I knew not how tc 
make out, to my own Satisfaction, thof 
"Truths, which before appear'd to me 


was $0 Go, but with the greateſt Hc:- 
ror; yet 1 call'd in queſtion, the Truth 
of is. Being, I wou'd not have parted 
. my e e to have beeu | 
N mad t 
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the ſame time thought I found the flames 
of it flaſhing in my Face. Thus was my 


Mind diſtracted with apparent Contra» _ 
dictions; and 1 found I was involv'd in 
a Labyrinth of Confaſon, out of which 
had no Clne to Extricate my ſelf: In 

this perplex'd Condition, I went ta mR 
talſe Friend, to fee what Comfort he 
cou'd adminiſter to me; (Which was 


Hike Saul's going to the Witch of Endor, 


whenGop had forſaken him) But what 
he ſaid, did more Confound than Satisfie- 
me. He indeed laught at my Fears, pre- 


to hug himſelf in the Freedom and Li- 


berty which he enjoy'd. He told me ba 


was never moleſted in the Proſecution 
of what he had to do, by the frightfuk 


Mormo's of a Future State, or of an 


After-Reckoning; That Nature was che 


great Miſtreſs of the Univerſe; and that 


therefore he follow'd her Dictates and 


chat all the Care he took, was, fo to live: 


here; that when his Duft ſhow'd. be next 


impregneted, it mig 
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_  ., Vifunsof Heaven and Hel. | 
made Heir of all the World; and yet! 
queſtion'd whether there was any ſuch 
place or State: And I began to doubt 
whether there was any Hell, and yet at 
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r the Workin Core tr} wn 
| lightful s pecies of Beings: Which would 


therefore he defign'd to be 


—— —ů— 


likewiſe in great meaſure be owing to 
t tie place of his Burial ; for if he were 
Buried ina Church, or laid up ina Vault, 


*twas poſſible his Duſt might be turn d 


into Spiders, Todds, or vin ee „ and 
ured in £ 
Field, or Garden, if he could; that there 


| his Aſhe s might ſpring up in curious anc 
delightful Flowers; which was the ut- 
mot 'Happineſs he could propoſe tro 


himſelf; and ſhould be very well ſatiſ⸗ 
fed to and all thoſe Spirits and Power: 


| he was tow poſſeſsd of, exerted in the 
'Vaziegated Beauties of Mature. And 


further; he affirmed, That for ought he 


knew, in the various Metempſychoſis 01 


Nature, he might ſome Ages hence, a- 


gain impregnate a Human Body; as he 
beticy d he had done many Ages paſt. 


then urg'd the: Scriptures againſt ail 
this unintelligible Syſte m; but he Explode 


That, asbeiag only the Engine, by which 
Politick Men brought about their De- 


ſigus: And that to prove a Deity by the 

riptures, was the ſame thing as to 
prove the Divine Original of the Scrip- 
tures,” by the Being of a way} : LIN wich 


7 heſe 
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en, f Heaven aid HET. 
Theft Diſcourſes of his, ee me 


e * 


| tit on further Doubts, I became ſo un- 
eaſe, that my Life was Burthen tome; 


Idreaded to be left to the Belief of thoſe. 


curſed Notions, and yet they continual- 


ly run in my Mind: 1 wiſh'd a thouſand 
times I had never heard them, and yet 
they were ever before me. What! (ſaid 


to my ſelf) is all my hopes of Heaven 


nothing but a vain Chimera? Have 1 
ſery'd God for nought? Or rather have 
i fancy'd one, when there is no fuch Be- 


we ? It is impoff ble to tell che Agonies 
8 upon my giving way to ſuch 
Thoughts as theſc, which fill with 
greater force aflaulted me; until at laſt 


Twðũasꝛ“hurry'd to the utmoſt Pitch of 
pen Why ſhould Ilinger thus 


(Thought I) Feen den Deſpair and Hope? 


is it not better, ſaid I to my ſelf, to put 


z period to this wretched J. ife, and to 

try the Truth of Things? 

Upon this, I took a Reſolution to as: 
troy my ſeit; and in order thereunto, 
went out oue Morning to an adjacent 
Wood, where I inte aged to act this 


Bloody Tragedy; which, as] was about 


to perpetrate, methought 1 heard aſt 


. e in OKRpenetus, Plung 
v0. 
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1 6-0 nat; 157 ts delieve it was Fe e 


og: Por lam lure it came with ſo much 


Power, it made me fling away the Inſtru- 


ment with which had deſigned to off» 


Violence to my own Life; and ſhew*! 


me, ina moment, the Wickedneſs there. 


of. The Horror of this Barbarons In- 

tent ion fer all my Joiats a Trembling, 
that] could hardly ſtand: And then the 
Fatal Precipiece of my deſign'd Deſtru- 


Lion was repreſented to me in the: 


frightful View, that I could not but ac- 
knowledge my Deliverance to be the 
Work of ſome Inviſible and Spiritua“ 


|| *® Power, that came fo ſeafonably to my 


Reſone. And Gratitude oblig'd me tc: 
return we Thanks: So kneeld down 
0 Ann the Ground, and ſaid, 

O thou Inv 45 te Eternal Power, hic 
tho unſeen by Man, beholdeft all his Attion:, 
and m haft now with-held me from the De. 

laut o FARE Lache, 1 e thee bumble 

0 | Thanks ; $4 
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7 ons. of Hebei per Fall. 


| Abs Tes, O O then Sovereign Being of at 

Beings, Igivr tee Thanks that Tam ftill'4- 5 

Time and able to ach ede there is ſucha . 

Being: O du not hide thy felf from my be- * 14 

holding, in fuch thick Clauds of Darkneſs ; . 

hut let the Sun of Glory ſhiue upon me, 5 

| Chaſe away the Bale G F niy Abe 

1 Soul that 7 may never more que ſtion thy 

Being o Omnipotence, which I haue os 
- this Troment. fo great Experience of. | 

Then ring from my Knees, 1 went 

and ſat me down upon a Bank, my Mind | {FR 

being greatly taken up with the ing. 1 99 

Thoughts of that Eternal Goodneſs that 110 

had ſo eminently Saved me from the "MN 10 

dreadful Gulph of Everlaſting Ruine, 
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when 1 was juſt a going to plunge my 90 4 
ſelf into it. And now methonght ! 
could not but admire that 1 hould be 0 | | h 
ſotciſn to call in queſtion the Being of a] 
Deity; which every Creature wasa wit- 


neſs of; and which-a Man's own Con- 
ſcience; more than athonſand Witneſſes, 
could not but dictare to him. 10 19 

Now whilſt uy Thoughts were taken . 1 
1461. up with thete Med itations, 2&7 far upon | 5 ff 
; the Bank, 1 was ſuddenly ſurrounded * 
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De- with a Glorious Light, the exceeding bl 
ble e whecgot was ſuch, as 1 hal 
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5 Air « of Majeſty and Mildnefs, Pay thy 


The World» to: „ C N 


never ſeen any thing like it ber dts 
both ſur prized: and amazed mesvand 
I whilſt I was wondering, from whenct 
it came, I ſaw coming towards me a 


Glorious Appearance, repreſenting the 
Perſon of a Man, but circled round a- 
bout with lucid Beams of nexpreſſible 

Light and Glory, which ſtream'd from 
him all the way he came: kHis Coun- 
tenance was very Awful, and yet mixt 


with fuch an Air of Swectneſs, as ren- 
der'd it extreamly Pleaſing, and gave 
me ſome ſecret hopes he came not to me 
es an Enemy: and yet I knew not how 


to bear his bright Appearance; and en- 
deavouring to ſtand upon my Fret, } 
foon found I had no more Streitgth in 
me, and ſo fell flat down upon my Fare 


Wo But by the Kind Aſſiſtance of his Arm, 
was ſoon ſet upon my Feet again, and 
new Strength wes put into me; which ; 
ſoon perceiving, addreſt my ſelf to the 
| bright Form Pefare me, Tayitg, O 


ining Deliverer, who haſt inuigorated ny 


feeble Body, and reſtored me to new Life; 
bow ſhall I acknowledge my "Thankfulne ſz, 


ava. in what manner ſhall I adore thee? 
To which he replyed, both with an 


Ador ations 


* A ations to vho Author of- 4 Being, an 
am ſent by him, whoſe very Being thou i 


 terly unworthy um 4 of ail this Grace an 90 


in ſhewing Mercy, thy Vuworthine s, but e 
ow unbounded Goodneſs, and e e, „ 


he now through all Eternity 2 {7 Re N | 
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not to me, who am thy Fellom- Creature ants. A 


ſo lately denied, to ftap thee from falling into 
that Eternal Ruine; whereinto thou weft 4 0 | 
ing to precipitate thy ſelf. _ 90 

This touch'd my Heart ahi doch a. 
ſenſe of my own Unpworthineſs, that), 

my Soul even melted within me, and! 
could not forbear crying out, 0 hom ute 0 


i LOI 0 5 5 | 
To which the Heavenly Meſſerigerres, wil 
ply'd, The Divine Majeſty does not cn us, 


fible Loue He ſam with how much males \ 
the grand Enemy of Souls deſired thy Ruine, 1 þ 
and left him go on with hopes of Ss: e 
thee, but ſtill upheld thee by his Gen Power 3. 
through which, when Satan thournt , 
moſt /ure; t he fare i is broken, ant thin. art 1 | 
eſca ped. Theſe Words made me break. Yor 
forth in this Extatick Rapture: OL 1 


Owho the Meprhs of this great Love can rel, 
Ti' fave'a'tempred'ſ nking Soul from nun; 
Glory, Glo to my Saviour Name, 


1454 


05 The World + to Ce” 081 DON” 
3 2 whey I on the brink of Ruine lay, 
3 Sar dme from bim who would my Soul betray: 
* And nom 7 know, tho I no God would ol, 
| 59 e HORDSGOD, yea, He is GOD alone f 
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Ang. Well, ful this heavenly Viſ ion, 
* 3 wich a pleaſed Countenance, That you 
is 12 may never doubt any more of the Reality of 
Eternal Things, rhe End of my Coming to 
Jou, is to convince you of the Truth of them; 
4 
5 er by Faith only, but by Sighe alſo > For 7 
; . will ſhew you ach things as were never yet 
. 5 beet by mortal Eye; and to that end, your 
1 1 yes ſhall be ſtrengthned, and made fitting 
18 to behold immaterial Ovjetts. 
At theſe ſurprizing Words of the An- 
gel, I was much aſtomiſh'd, and doubted. 
i . ow 1 ſhould be able to bear it; and ſaid 
fl 4 hs him, 
1 . 4 0 ay Lord, who #5 ſufficient to bear fuch 
10 bs 12 1 348 ht N 
THR Jo which he replied, The Joy of the 
„ era {hall be your Strength. And when 
„ Nw had ſaid thus, he took hold of me, 
and ſaid, Fear not, for I am ſent to ſhew 
"hee things thou baſt not ſeen And before 
il! 1 105 I was aware, I found my ſelf far above 
4 hor the Earth; which ſeemed to me a very 
1 een 8 1aconkderable Point, in com- 
hy x * 
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0 ber it not-offend my Lord, If L 480 


is; Which grew leis and lefs, as I was 
mqunted higher and higher, and ap- 
pears muck darker, fince 1 came into 


may ſee how little all that World ap- Ky 
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pariſon of chat Region of 11650 int 


which F was tranffated.. +3 7 a 
\Then,1 fad a0 my brit cbt Cendeger 0H 


Queſtion vr two of the. Ot 
To which he answered, Speak 95 7% g ; 
It is my Work to inform thee of ſuchk bl 
things which thou ſhalt Enquire of me: SN " 
For lama Miniſtring Spirit, ſent forth... wh Fl 
to Miniſter to thee, and to thoſe chat wy 414 
mall be Heirs of Salvation 0 | 
I then ſaid, I would fain be informs Wo 
what that dark Spot, ſo far below me, a 


thie Region of - Light. N El 
That lieh Spot, anſwered my G. a 
duftor,that-now looks ſo dark and con- "F 
temptible, is that World of which ou all 9 
were ſo latel y an Inhabitant: Here you 7 NY 
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pears, for a ſmall part of which, ſo ma- 
ny do unweariedly labour, and lay out Af 5 
All their Strength and Time to urchaſe 1 
it... This is that Spot of Earth that i? 2 
Canton'd and Sub-divided into fo ma- 
ny Kiagdoms, to purchaſe one of e fo | Y 1 
10 anf horrid and nefaudous Villanics,. /! ; 
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Tk Worth to: wes 1 


fo many bloody and unnatural! Murder: 
have been committed: Vea, this is that 


Wy © par of Earth, to obtain one ſmall part 
whereof, ſo many Men have run the ha. 


Zard of loſing, nay, have actually loft, 


their Precious and Immortal Souls; ſo 
Precious, that the Prince of Peace has 
told us, That though one man could gain 
the Whole, it would not Count ervail ſo great 


:4'lofs. And the great Reafon of thei: 
Folly is, becauſe they do not look to 


things above: For, as you well obſerv'd, 


as you aſcended nearer to this Region. 
the World appear'd ſtill lefs, and more 


caontemptible; and ſo *twill do to al, 
Who can by Faith once get their Hearts 
above it. For could the Sons of Men 

below, but ſee the World juſt as It 3». 


they would not covet it as they now do 
„„ But they, alas! are in a ſtatè of Dark. 


mes; and, which is worſe, they love to 
„walk therein. For though the Prince of 
Acht came down among ſt them, and 
. plainly ſhew'd them the*true Light ©: 
Lite, (which, by his Miniſters, he» ſtil 
4 1 continues) yet they ge on 12 Dariuels, 


and will not bring themſelves unto ag 
e Were their Deeds are Kei 


ai. b * * 
44 49 1 1 4 4 
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les 


Viſi fin ons of. Hedves: and Hell. 


Epenetus. il asked him further, e 
were thoſe multitudes of black and hav: 


rid Forms, that hover in the Air aboye. 
the Wor Id? which I indeed ſhould bare 


been much afraid of, but that I ſaw, as 
von paſt by, they fied; perhaps as nat 
being able to abide that Brightneſs in 
which you are arrayed. 

Ang. Vo this he anſwered me, They | 
were the fallen and apoſtate 8 Spirits, 


which for their Pride and their Rebel-⸗ 90 0 
lion, were caſt down from Heaven; and 
wander in the Air, by the Decree of the 


Almighty, being bound in Chains of * 


Darkneſs, and kept unto the Judgmens 7 


of the great Day. And from thense 
they are permitted to deſcend into e 
World, both for the Tryal of the Elect, 


and for the Condemnation of the Wieck. ö 


ed. And though you now fee they have 
black and horrid Forms, yet were thy 


once the Sons of Light; and were ar- 9005 if 


rayed in Robes of Glorious Brightneſz „ 
lite what you fee we wear. I he lofs of” 
which, though *twas the effect of FRO, 

own Wilful Sin, fills them with Rage 


and Malice againſt the ever-hleſſed God, 
whoſe Power and Majeſty they fear aud; | 
hate: 10 But having loſt their Innocence 
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Wes 0 2 504 Glory, they fly thoſe. Spirits that 
15 bave kept their Station, and ſtill con- 
U 4 Atinve their Obedience to their Great 


370 the bleſſed Son of God. 

1 Epen. But teil me, ſaid 1, O my hap- 

ja PE Conductor, Have they no hopes of 

Wk being Reconciled to God again, after 

5 me Term of Time, or at leaſt ſome 
of them? 

Ang. No, not at all, faid he, they are 
loſt f or ever: They were the firſt that 
"fined, and had no Tempter: And they 
5 were alt at once caſt down from Hea- 
* ven. Beſides, the Son of God, the Bleſſed 
5 ey. 5 NMeſſiah, by whom alone Salvation can 
{if $f be had, took not upon him the Angelick 
1 Nature, but Jeft the Apoſtate Angels all 
55 do periſh, and only took upon himſelf 
1 5 the Seed of Abraham. And for this 
| Fs Kh + Reaſon they have ſo much Malice againſt 
„ de Sons of Men, whom *tis a Torment 
Wl. Vi. to em to ſee made Heirs of Heaven, 

| whillt they are doom'd to Hell. 
1 By this time we were got above the 

Sun, whoſe vaſt and glorious Body, 2 

- boye an hundred times far greater than 
. * og the Earth, moved round the great Ex 
N hpanſe, herein "twas placed, with fuc!: 
N a might; 


een in which they are confirmed 


Nen 5 Sen and Hell. 15 YM 0 
A mts, that to relate it, bs q 
*twould appear incredible: But ny ; 
Conductor told me, this mighty Im- 
menſe hanging Globe of Fire, was one 
of the great Works of God, and of fo” 
ſwift a motion, it moved above a hun". 
dred thouſand Miles in that ſmall pes 
of time, we call an Hour. And yet it 
always keeps its conſtant Courſe, and 
never has the leaſt Irregularity in its 
Diurnal, or its Annual Motion: And ſo 
exceeding Glorious in its Body, that 
nad not my Viſive Faculty been greatly 
ſtrengthned, I could not have beheld 
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it; Nor were thoſe mighty Globes 5 
, Fires, we call the fixed Stars, leſs won. "Al 
X derful; whoſe vaſt and extream height, ³ 
1 ten thouſand Leagues, at leaſt, above "ol 
f | the Sun, makes them appear like an- 
is | les in our fight, though every one of 


0 them exceeds in magnitude the Body of 
at dhe Earth: And ſhould but one of thoſe 
n. I vaſt Bodies fall, would burn the World 
: to Cinders in a moment: And yet they | 
he hang within their Sphears without any 
a | Support, in a pure Sea of Æther, ſo thin, 
an and of ſo great Tenuity, that nothing 5 0 
zx- but his Word, that firſt created them, #0 
ach | could keep them i in their Station— bf 1 | 
ht ee, 


* 1 73 be World: to Come; &c. 
Epenet. Theſe Wonders are enough, 
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mid to my Conductor; to convince any 


LE one of the great Power of their much 
more adorable Creator; and of the 


Blackneſs of that Infidelity, that can 
Call in queſtion the Being of à Deity, 
Who has given the whole World fo ma- 
ny and bright Evidences of his Power 
and Glory; that were not Men like 
Beats, Kill looking downward, they 
could not but acknowledge his great 


| Power and Wiſdort. 


Angel. You ſpeak what is true, re- 


= je he; but you ſhall ſee far greater 


things than theſe: Theſe all are but 
the Scaffolds and the Outworks to that 
Glorious Building wherein the Bleſſed 


1 . above inhabit, that Houſe not made with 


Hands, Eternal in the Heavens: A View 
of which (as far as you are capable to 


4 [7 , ebend it) ſhall now be given you. 
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W Hat I had been told by my Con- ü 
ductor, I found good in a few _,- 
Moments ; for I was preſently Tranſla. WR 
ed into the glorious Manſions of tbe 
Bleſſed; and faw ſuch Things it is in- 
poſſible to repreſent, and heard thatra- - 
viihing melodiovs Harmony that I can * 
1erer utter: Well therefore might the ' ü 
Weloved Apoſtle St. John tell us in his ⁵ 
Fpiſtle, Now are we the Sons of God; 
ud it does not yet appear hat we ſhall 
| Whoever has not {een that Glory, 
an ſpeak but very imperfectly of it; 
ad they that have, can't tell the Thou- 
andth part of what it is: And there- 
ore the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
ao: tells us he had been caught up int 
aradice, where he had heard unſpeax r. 
ble Words, which is not poſſible for Aa 
lan to utter, gives us no other * 1 
7 0 
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3: FI Te World t fo en 2 * Or, 1 
Ve of it. "Sit that Eye has not | een, ner Far | 
22 not heard, nor has itt enter d into the 
WE Heart. of Atm t Conceive the Things. that 
ET GOD bat taidiuy: for thoſe that love hi m. 
5 Baut 1 will give yuu the beſt Account 1 
5 aan of what. I. aw. and heard; and of 


J "2 "Bleſſed, as near as I can FemekhleE: 
Hitt, DM When I was firſt brought near this 
eborious Palace, I ſaw innumerable Hoſts 

of bright Attendants, Who welcomed 
me into that bliſsful Seat of Happineſs, 
if 105 0 having in all their Countenances an Air 0 
n of perfect Joy, and of the higheſt Satis- h. 
1 faction. And there I faw that perfect fe 
is and unapproachable Light, that aſſimu- E 

mates all things into its owa Nature; ot 
for even the Souls of the glorified Saints Ich 
Transparent and Diaphanous. Nei- Cl 
tber are they enlightned by the Sun, or bl 
0 . any created Luminaries; but all that of 
Light, chat flows with ſo much tran{- Et 
Wh 8 parent Brightneſs throug hout thoſc Ma 

I Heavenly Manſions, is nothing elſe but Go 
e Emanations of the Divine Glory, in che 
NEE b; compariſon of which, the Lieht of the his 
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; [f * of. the moſt. ſparkling Diamonds, the was 
9 F ne of Car e ee 


and 
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wherein the radiant Luſtre of the Di- 


vine Majeſty is reveaPd in the moſt Il- 


luſtrious manner. 


The Ineffable Deity, exalted on the 


high Throne of his Glory, receiving the 


Adorations of Myriads of Angels and 


Saints, ſinging forth Eternal Hallelujahs 


and Praiſes to him, was too bright an 


Object for Mortality to view. Well may 


he therefore be called The God of Glory, 5 | 


for by his glorious Preſence he makes 


Heaven what it is. There being Rivers 
of Pleaſures perpetually ſpringing from 


the Divine Preſence, and Conciliatin; 


I Chearfulneſs, Joy and Splendor, to all the 


bleſſed Inhabitants of Heaven, the Place 


of his happy Reſidenee, and Seat of his 
Eternal Empire; wherein the Divine 
Majeſty diffuſes the richeſt Beams of his 


Goodneſs and Glory; and in which his 


choſen Saints and Servants ſee and praiſe 


his for-ever adorable Excellencies. 
For my own part, my viſive Faculty 


was ſo far too weak to bear the leaſt 
Tranſlucid Ray ſhot from that Everlaft- 


| „ 
and the Orient Brightneſs of the Richeſt 
pearls, ate but like dead Coals in com- 
pariſon of its Glory: And therefore 
called, The Throne of the God of Glory, 
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5 Spring of Light and Glory Which ö 
ſat upon the Throne, that I was forced 


Mortality to bear: Vet is it ſo refreſh- 
ing and delightful; that I would fain 
behold it, though I die! 


£ maſt be 9 


er ne tot POET PI ag nw — 


| The World. to Cine: 


to cry to my Conductor, The Sight of 
ſo, much Glory. is too great for frail 


Ang. No, no, ſaid my Conductor, 


Death enters not within this Bleſſed 
Place: Here Life and Immortality re- 


Ade; nor Sin nor Sorrow here have 
ought to do: For tis the Glory of this 


happy Place to be for ever freed from 
all that is Evil; and without that Ex- 


| 
] 
emption, our Bleſſedneſs even here}! 
would be imperfe&. — But come along # 
with me, and I will bring thee to one 


that's in the Body, as thou art; with g 
him converſe a while, till I difpatch in 


another Mipiſtration, and then Ill re-Nof 
conduct thee back again. Ir 
Epen. O rather, ſaid I with ſome Eager- Ac 


'neſs, let me ſtay here: For here is nog 
need of building Tabernacles; the Heay- 
venly Manſions are here ron fitted. Poe 


To which my Shining Meſlenger re o 
Pi Here in a while thou (att bon 
xd for ever; but the Pivine Will fir 1 


Spif 


Ty 
ed 
re- 
ve 
his 
om 
Ex- 
here 
ong 
one 
With 
atch 
re- 


ager- 
is no 


Heads ugon the Throne, and to. 45 Lamb for 
ee 


ed. 


Fans ef Heaven. 


nik as a Thought, he Aae n 
vey'd me through Thou 


the World below ſo many hundred ARE 


paſt and gone; and yet, 7 ndthought” * 


knew him at firſt ſight, as well as if we 
had been Contemp orartes. 

Ang. Here's one (ſaid my Conductor to 
Elijah) who by Commiſſion from the 
Imperial Throne, has been permitted 
to ſurvey theſe Realms of Light; and 
| have brought him . hither, 19 learn 
from thee Wherein its Glory and its 
Happineſs conſiſts. 

Elijah. That, ſays the Prophet 1 ſhall 
pladly do; for tis our Meat and Drink 
in theſe bleſſed Regions, to do the Will 
of God and of the Lamb,, to ſing his 


Ipraiſe, and ſerve him with the humbleſt 


Adoration, ſaying, Bleſſing, and Honour, 
and Glory, and Power, he unta Him that 


wer and ever e For he has redeemed ug to 


er re od by his Blood, out of every Kindred, and 


alt be 
i fir) 


| Swif 


Tongue, and People, and Nation, and made 
6 unto our God Kings and Prieſts. Even 

Amen. And J likewiſe added my 
F B 2 Amen 


nds of thoſe 
bright and winged Spirits, and then, 
preſented me to that illuſtrious Saint, 
the great Elijab, who Tabernacled in 
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wich j underſtand the Saints in Heaven 


. ͤͤ( ˙v1 ern rren parry 


2B The World to Come: Or, 


Amen, to that of the holy Prophet. | 
The Prophet then enquired of me, 
on what account this great Permiſſion 
and Privilege was given to me? (By 


are ignorant of what is done on Earth; 
How then can Prayers be directed to em?) 
I then rehearſed what I have here ſet 
down by way of Introduction: At which 
the holy Prophet broke farth into this 
Exclumation. . >> $i 5, 
Elijah. Glory for ever be aſcribed to him 
that hen the Throne, and to the Lamb, 
far bis unbounded Goodneſs, and great Con- 
de ſcenſion to the Weakneſs of a poor doubt ing 
Sinner. ------ After which he ſaid, Now -in 


give Attention to what I ſhall ſpeak. II. 
Abd hen he thus begann ee 

Elijah. What you have ſeen and heardſſh; 
ire Pant fe you ber can feste in 
Fo-as to make it underſtood : For it YC! 


n % 


Bog what Eye hath ſeen, or Ear hatin; 
_ Heard; or what the Heart of Man is ablKa, 
to conceive; I mean of thoſe not yl} ; 


tranſlated to this glorious State, nofnc 
freed from their groſs Elemental Boffthe 
dies: Nor is my being in the Body herqhit] 


any Objection to what I now aſſert; fo Pre 


though it han t been ſubject to the coma 


Nen of Heauen. 29 
mon Lot of Mortals, Death; yet has it 
» fuffer'd ſuch a Change, as has been in. 
n ſome ſenſe Equivalent thereto; for it is- 
y nade both Spiritual and Impaſſible; and 
nis now no more capable of any farther 
1; | ſuffering, than thoſe bleſſed Angels are, 
?) that compaſs round the Throne: And 
et I yet in this conſummate State of Happi- . 
ch neſs, I cannot utter all that I enjoy; nor 
his do I know what ſhall be yet enjoy'd, for a 
here our Happineſs is always new. 
him Epenet. I then requeſted of the bleſſed 
mb, | Prophet a little to Explain himſelf, be- 
Con- cauſe I underſtood not how Happineſs 
t ing could be conſummate, and yet admit of 
Now new Additions. For in the World be- 
zeak-ſlow, we generally think that what is 
Ncouſummate, is compleatly finiſhed. I 
1earlfhumbly hope, ſaid I, what I fhall fay, 
elate may not be taken as the Effect of a vain 
it Curioſity, but that my Underſtanding - 
r hatiſmay be cultivated, which yet retains but 
is abi ark Idea's of theſe Heavenly Things. 
ot je Elijah. To ſatisfie your doubting Soul, 
e, noind to confirm your wavering Faith, is 
tal Boſthe chief Reaſon of your being brought 
y here ther, through the Permiſſion of the 1 
rt; foßreat Three-One; and therefore IWwould 38 
e comave youſtill, as any Neuber _. I 
EEE h - GR, -- 


30 te World to Cine r Oh, < 4 
195 5 Breaſt, to make it known. But as to 
that which you object, That Happineſs 
cannot be conſummate, and yet admit 
of new Additions, I muſt tell you, That 
when the Soul and Body both are happy, 
As mine now are, I count it a conſum- 
mate State of Happineſs: For through 
all the innumerable Ages of Eternity, it 
s the Soul and Body joyned together in 
the bleſſed Reſurrection-ſtate, that ſhall 
be the continued Subject of this Happi- 
neſs. But in reſpect of the bleſſed Ob- J 
ject of it, which is the. Ever-Adorable hn 
and Bleſſed God, in whoſe Beatifical th 
Viſion this Happineſs conſiſts, it is for 
Ever New: For the Divine Perfections 
being infinite, nothing leſs than Eternity 
can be ſuffivient to diſplay their Glory; 7 
which makes our Happineſs Eternally 
admit of new Additions; and by a ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence our Knowledge of 
it ſhall de Eternally Progreſſive too.----- i 
And therefore it was not without Rea- 
fon that the great Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, (who, in the Days of his Mortali 
ty, was once admitted hither as you are 
11 affirmed, Eye path not ſeen, nor hath Ea 
heard, nor can it enter into the Heart off, 


Man, to e what 0 0 bath Ws | 
| 0 


& 


ok Vi ifions of Heaven. 


22 


ſen Mines of Gold, and Coaſts of Pearl, 


hath ſeen ſo many wonders in the world 
below, could never pry into the Glories 
of this Triumphant State. And though 
the Ber of Man hath heard many de- 
lightful and harmonious Sounds, even 


the Heavenly Melody which here both 
Saints and Angels make before the 
Throne. And as the Eye han't ſeen, nor 
Ear heard, ſo neither can the Heart of 


iſe Creator in that Microcoſm) is of 


t can almoſt conceive any thing that 
ither is, or was, or ever ſhall be, in the 
PVYorld below; yea, what ſhall never be. 
an can conceive, that every Stone on 
arth ſhall be turn'd into the moſt Ori- 


PT ded 


mc can oeherires that every Particle of 
Ks Duſt 


EIS » 
for 3 that love him. And yet the Eye 
hath ſeen many admirable things in Na- 
ture; it hath ſeen Mountains of Chri- 
ſtal, and Rocks of Diamonds, it hath * 


and Spicy Iſlands; and yet the Eye, that 


all that Art and Nature could ſupply 
him with; yet have they never heard 


lan conceive them; and yet the Heart 
df Man (the chiefeſt Work of the All- 


fine and curious a Compoſure, that 


t Pearls, and every Blade of Graſs in- 
Þ the brighteſt and moſt ſhining Jewels: 
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Do ſhall be turned into ilver, and 
the whole Earth into a Maſs pure re- 
fined Gold: He can conceive the Air to 
be turned into Chryſtal, and every Star 
advanced into a Sun; and every Sun a 
thouſand times more large and glorious 
than what they now behold it: And 
yet this is infinitely ſhort of what the 
high Eternal Majeſty (who is incom- 
prehenſible i in allhis Worksof Wonder) 
- hath here prepared for all his faithful 
Followers. | 
But that you may retain 0 added the 
Prophet) the beſt Idea of our Happineſs, Þ : 
1 here will briefly repreſent unto you 
(for Ages ſpent in this delightful Theme, L 
would fcarce ſuffice to tell it you at large) 
what tis thoſe bleſſed Souls, who through 
the glorious Purchaſe of our bright Re- 
deemer, are brought hither, are here de 
liver'd from: And for your better un 
derſtanding it, I ſhall endeavour to con 75 
form my Words to your Capacity, by th e 
comparing things that are here above te 
to what you know below, although you bf 
Eyes have told you how infinitely He: 
venly Things tranſcend whatever ca tes 
be found on Earth. And in the ſeconf”*” 
8 I ſhall, W Cas far as yo er 
5 . 95 


— 


7 5 ons A B 


3 will bear it) what is that Hap- 
"= the Bleſſed here enjo 


* 
Firſt then, The Souls of all the Bleſſec 


here, are freed for ever, from whatſo- 


ever 'tis can make them miſerable; 1 
chief of which, you are not ignorant, is 
Sin: *Tis only that, which brings the 
Creature into Miſery, and intails it on 
him: The bleſſed God, at firſt, made all 
| things happy; all like himſelf, who is 
UE fupremely ſo; and had not Sin defaced 
the Beauty of Heaven's Workmanfhip, 
Angels nor Men had never known what 
is meant by Miſery : Twas Sin threw 
the Apoſtate Angels down to Hell, and 
4 ſpoil'd the Beauty of the lower World = 5 
ugh 
Re 
e de 
A ul 


he 
13, 


O 


Soul, and made the Lord of the Crea 
tion a Slave to his own Luſt; and by ſo 
doing, plunges himſelf into an Ocean of 
Eternal Miſery, from whence there's no 
Redemption: And ſure 'tis.an unvalu- 
able Mercy, that in this happy Place, alt 
the Inhabitants are freed, for ever free& 
from Sin through the Blood of our Re- 
deeming Je$sUs : To mhom Bleſſing,. Fo- 
er ur, Power, G lory, and Eternal Praiſes, be 
= ſcribed for ever. Below, the beſt anck 
the | gelt Souls rojo 3 theBur- 
apa'y B 25 
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1 S 34 The World to Come: Or, 
then of Corruption: Sin cleaves to all 
JT they do, and leads'em captive oft-times 
1 againft their Wills: Who ſhall deliver me, 
fhas been the Cry of many of Gop's faith- 
WI fulServants, who at the ſame time have 
deen dear to J=$vs. Sin is the heavy 
Clog of Saints themſelves, while they 
are Embodied in corrupted Fleſh: And 
therefore when they lay their Bodies 
down, their Souls are like a Bird looſed 
From its Cage, and with an Heavenly 
Vigour mount up to this bleſſed Region, 
triumphing over Sin, with which below 
they {till maintain'd a Combat. But 
Wie Here their Warfare's at an end, and 
- 11-188 Death is ſwallowed up in Victory. Here 
WIL their bright Souls, that were below. de- 
WI formed and. ſtained by Sin, are by the 
Ever-bleſſed JIEsUs, preſented to the E- 
ternal Father, without Spot or Wrinkle. 
D But Secondly, As here the bleſſed 
1 Souls are freed from Sin, ſo are they 
WL tikewiſe from all Occaſions of it - which 
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is a great Addition to our Happineſs. 
Adam himſelf in Paradiſe, tho' he was 
in his firſt Creation perfectly Innocent, 
and free from Sin, yet was he not freed 
From Temptations to it, which was his 
great Unhappineſs: Satan got h 
CFF 1a 
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radiſe to tempt him; and he too fatall 
BK yielded to his Temptations: He eat bf * 

the forbidden Fruit, and fell; and bß 
his Fall, the Human Nature, and conſ 
quently his Poſterity, are all corrupted: 
Sin, like a Gangreen, having eat into 
the Human Nature, and corrupted al! 
Mankind. And that Corruption, which 
every Mortal harbours in his Breaſt, is a 
moſt dangerous, and oft-times prevail- 
ing Tempter. But here each bleſſed Soul >= x 
is likewiſe freed from this: No Devil 

here can tempt them, nor no Corruption ü 
enter; nothing but what is pure an@ Jil 
holy can find admiſſion here. No fly 
Suggeſtions from that Apoſtate Spirit 
can moleſt us here: That Roaring Lion, 
that below is in a conſtant Motion, ſtill 
traverſing the Earth, and ſeeking whom 
he may devour, is, with reſpect to us in 
this bleſſed Region of Life and I!mmor- H 
tality, bound faſt in Everlaſting Chains, 
and ſhut up ſafe in an Infernal Prifon, 8 
doom'd to the Vengeance of Eternal 
Fire. Nor ſhall the World, (which by 
the Fall of Man has loſt its Beauty, and ⁵⁶ 
4 $5 degenerated into a Shop of Emptineſs Ji 
and Vanity, and does by its bewitching 
alarms, and falſe Allprements, drays 
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b to Perdition) be any more 
a Tempter to thoſe bleſſed Souls, who 
have through Faith and Patience over- 
come its Wiles, and arrived fafely here. 
As ſtrong as its Temptations and Al- 
| 6 Iurements are to Saints themſelves, Who 
WE are till Militating with it in the World 
delow, we that are here poſſeſſed of Hea- 
venly Manſions, look with Contempt 

on all Terene Enjoyments: We here are 1! 
got above the World, and all that it can 
tempt us with; and through the Blood 
of our Trinmphing J=svs, have got the 
Victory over it, as thoſe bright Palms 
we bear do evidence. There is nothing 
here that can diſturb our Peace, but an 
Eternal Calm crowns all our Happineſs, 
being freed from Sin, and all Temptati- ! 
ons to it. And as a Conſequent hereof, th 
Thirdly, We here are freed from the of 
1-7  Effetsof Sin, and that is Puniſhment; Fc 
wel. * which thoſe that are confined to the tu 
dark Regions of Eternal Miſery are every th: 
Froaning under, as that which they cany ſta 
not bear, and yet as that which they un 
I muſt ever ſuffer. It was Sin that uſher a I 
21032 Death into the World below, and Þ ble 
Heavens high Decree, is the juſt Wagꝗ Et 
of Ho 9917 Mortal Buds: I ref 


a 
{ 


PE 84 


D ® mints 


the Bleſſed 8 


P 
if 
— — —„— . — 


—— is et > * 


* — —Z—— CEE 


Von of Heaven. 9 
the Dutineet of the Prince of Life, the 
Lamb of Gop, ſlain from the Worlds 
Foundation, who by his dying overcame. 
both Death, and him that had the Power 
thereof, the Devil, triumphing over Sin, 
and Death, and Hell; Sin, Death and 
Hell are baniſhed hence for ever: For 
which, Eternal Songs of Praiſe and 
Triumph are ever rendered to his Ho- 
ly Name. 


Theſe are the T hings ( contiding the 


great Prophet) we are in this bleſſed ſtate - 


deliver'd from; and yet theſe make up 


but the leaſt part of the Happineſs of 


Heaven: Our Joys are poſitive, as well 
as privative: And what thoſe are, Inow 
proceed to ſhew you. 

I. We here enjoy the Beatifick Viſion; 


pring and Eternal Source 
of all our Happineſs : But what this is, 


F can no more declare, than finite Crea- 4 1 


tures comprehend lafinity; ; only we find 
that it continually irradiatesour Under- 
ſtandings, and fills our Souls with Joy 


unſpeakable and full of Glory; and with 


a Love ſo flaming, that nothing but the - 
f bleſſed Author of it can ſatisſie; nor not 
Eternity it ſelf can terminate: Tis the 
Fang MS of the Divine Pre- 


Lence, 
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- Fence, and tranſcendently Glorions E. 
manations of his Goodneſs, that is the 
| Life of our Lives, the Soul of our Souls, 
and the Heaven of Heaven; and that 
which makes us live, and love, and 
ſing, and praiſe for ever; and which 
transforms our Souls into his bleſſed 
Likeneſs. The Saints below, whilſt they 
rare travelling towards this bleſſed Coun- 
try, are in their Pilgrimage ſupported 
by his Everlaſting Arms, by which they 
are enabled to go from Grace to Grace: 
But we that are ſafe Landed on the Ha- 
ven of Eternal Happineſs, are changed 
From Glory unto Glory, even by the Spirit of 
the Lord. But to bring things nearer to 
© your Underſtanding; By this beholding 
of God's Face, we have a real Participa- 
tion and Enjoyment of his Love, and 
his bleſſed Smiles makes glad our Souls, 
and in his Fayour we rejoyce continual- 
Alli ly; for in his Favour is Life. And then 
by this bleſſed Viſion of God, we come 
to know him above whatever any did 
below; for it is a ſight of him that ir- 
radiates our Underſtandings, and gives 
the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory 
HEE of God, in the Face of fl Chriſt: S0 
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1 55 4s Divine Maſeſty, (for who can 
find out the Almighty to Perfektion. Net 
we have here a perfect apprehenſ on of 
his Naure and Divine Attributes. | 
II. We have here not only the Beati- 
fick Vifion, whereby we ſee God as he is; 
but we have a real Enjoyment and Frui- 
tion of him; and thereby came to be 
united to him, and to live in him, and 


he in us. Whereby we come to be Par- 


takers of the Divine Nature, which 
ſhines forth in us with a reſplendent 


Br ightneſs. In the World below, the 


Saints do indeed enjoy God in his Or- 
dinances; but here we all enjoy him 


Face to Face: Below, the Saints enjoy 
Cod in meaſure, but here we enjoy him 


without meaſure: There they haveſome 


large Draughts thereof, and ſwim in the 
boundleſs Ocean of Happineſs : Below, 
the Saints Communion with God is ma- 
ny times broken off, and diſcontinued; 
but here we have an uninterrupted En- — 
joyment of God, without Intermiſſion 


or Ceſſation. 


III. Here we enjoy the perfection of 
all Grace: In the World below, the 
PaLutS Fo but! in N and * but 1 in 
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Sips of his Goodneſs, but here we hare 
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bart; M but here, that which is perfect 
ing ; enjoy'd, that which is. imperfect is 
done away. Below, Love is mixt with 
Fear, and Fear hath Torment; but here, 


Love is perfect; and perfect Love caſteth 


out Fear: Here we love the bleſſed God 
more than our ſelves, and one another 
like our ſelves: We here are all the 
Children of one Father, and all our Bre- 


thren are alike dear unto us. Below, 


our Love was ſtill divided, and run in 


ſeyeral Channels; but here our Love has 


but one Stream, and centers in the ever- 
bleſſed Gov, the Fountain of our Hap- 
pineſs. Our Knowledge likewiſe in the 


World below was very imperfect, ſee- 


ing but darkly, as through a broken A ir- 
ror; but here we fee God as he is, and 

ſo come to know him as we are known. 
Our Joy is likewiſe here in its per fecti- 
on; in the World below it was inter- 
Tupted by Sorrow and Sighing; and it 
was neceſſarily ſo, for where there is 
Sin, there will be Sorrow: But here, all 
Sin (the cauſe of Sorrow) being done 
away, all Sorrow (the effe& of Sin) 
ſhall likewiſe ceaſe:. Nay, our very Sor- 


row for Sin, when upon Earth, does | 
Ee Ghropgh.: the Bongey of our bleſſed Re- 
"I ner) 
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now we are here. OM. 2 
IV. Here we have our Capacities eri- 
larg'd, according to the Greatneſs of the 
Objects we have to contemplate; whilſt 
we were in the World below, no Light 
could ſhine into our Minds, but through 
the Windows of our Senſes, and there- 
fore *twas the bleſſed God was pleaſed 
to condeſcend to our Capacities, and to 


the Narrowneſs of our Imaginations = 
But here, the Revelation of the Deity is 
much more glorious, and our Minds-are 
clarified from all thoſe Earthly Images, 
that flow through the groſs Channels of 
the Senſes. Below, our pureſt Concep- 
tions of Gop were very imperfect; but 
here, the Gold is ſeparated from the 
Droſs, and our Conceptions are more 
proper and becoming the Simplicity and 


Glory were humbled to the Perceptions 
of Senſe: But here, the ſenſible Facul- 
ties are raifed and refined, and made the 
Subjects of Glory. Now therefore, that 
the Divine Light ſhines with direct 


are ſpiritualized and tranſparent, 1 : 
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deemer) give an Acceſſion to our Joy, 


adapt the Expreſſions of his Majeſty to 
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Purity of God. Below, the Objects of E 


| Beams, and the thick Curtains of Fleſh 
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Me now ſee, what we before believed 
of the glorious Nature of the Ever- 
bleſſed Gop, his Decrees and Counſels, 
his Providence and Diſpenſations. We 
here clearly ſee, that from Eternity 

_ Gop was fole Exiſting, but not Solita- 
ry; and that the Godhead is neither 


- ber; that there is a Priority of Order, 
but no Superiority among the Sacred 
_ Perſons of the ineffable Trinity, hut that 


they are equally poſſeſt of the ſame Di- 


vine Excellencies, and the ſame Divine 


- 


Empire, and are equally the Object of 

of God, that ſeem'd below unſearchable, 
and that we thought unlawful to en- 
quire into, we here perceive to be the 


Product of Divine Wiſdom, with ſo 


much Perſpicuity and Clearneſs, that 
Truth it ſelf is not more evident. 
Theſe things (added the Prophet in a 
different Tone) are ſome of thoſe that 
conſtitute our Happineſs.  _—_ 
Vet all theſe things are only what re- 
lates unto our Souls: But ſtill the Hap- 
- pineſs of the Inhabitants of this bleſſed 
Region is not compleat, until their 1155 


S 


1 The World to dm Or, 
Soul enjoys the cleareſt Viſion of God! 


confuſed in Unity, nor divided in Num- 


the ſame Divine Adoration. Thoſe Ways 
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* Viſions of Heaven. a3 
dies are raiſed; and re-united to their 
Souls; in which, through the Divine 
Munificenſe, my ſelf and the bleſſed #= MM 
noch, do enjoy a more peculiar Prefe- WW 
rence, being tranſlated hither in the 
Body, as Types both to the Anti ane 
Poſt-Diluvian World, of the Reſurrecti- 
on of the Ever-adorable 5on of Gop, 
and of all the Saints through him. Now | 
| becauſe none but the great Meſſiah has 
been actually raiſed from the Dead, he 
being the firſt Fruits thereof, (for, as 
for Enoch and my ſelf, our Bodies have 
not known Death, though they have re- 
ceived a Change equivalent thereto) it 
is therefore more difficult to declare 
what the Reſurrection- ſtate ſhall be, it 
being to be diſcern'd in its Perfection, 
only from his Glorious Body, to which 
neither that of Enochs nor mine are 
comparable, in reſpect of the Glory 
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thereof, tho” both are Spiritual Bod ies. 
of which I will now ſhew you the di- 


int Properties. EE 
I. The Bodies of the Bleſſed here, at 
he Reſurrection, ſhall be (as mine is 
now) Spiritual Bodies; and by your not 
only ſeeing, but touching me, (at which 
Word the holy Prophet was pleaſed to give 


K 


I. 


they were met together in- a Chamber, 


— — „ = 8 j 


plainly evinces the Tenuity thereof; and my 


me his Hand) you may be the better able 
to know what I mean by a Spiritual Bo- 
dy: That is, a Body rarified from all 


- 
» 


_ groſs Allays of Corruption, and made a 
pure and a refined Body, and yet a ſub- 
ſtantial One; not compoſed of Wind 


- and Air, as Mortals below are apt too 
_  grolly to imagine. 3 | 
_ Epenet. Herelintreated the holy Pro- 


phet to bear with me, if I acquainted 


- him, that I always underſtood Spiritual 
as oppoſed to Material, and conſequent- 
ly that a Spiritual Body muſt beImma- 


terial, and ſo not capable of being felt, 


_ as found his was. 


Elijah. To this the Prophet replyed, 


That their Bodies were Spiritual, not 
only as they were purify'd from all Cor- 


ruption, but as they were ſuſtain'd by 
the Enjoyment of God, without any 
material Refreſhments, as Meat, Drink, 
Sleep, and Raiment, which was the ſup- 
Port of our Bodies below. Have you 
not read (ſaid the Prophet ) that the bleſ- 


ſed Jeſus, after his Reſurrection, appear- . 


ed in his Body to his Diſciples, when 


and the Doors ſhut about them? Which 


ene F en, 


reach his hund, and thruſt it into his ſide, 


which ſhews it as plainly to be ſubſtan» | 


tial. The Beatifick Viſion is here what 


both our Souls and Bodies live upon, and _ 


are ſupported by for ever. 


II. Our Bodies in the Refureaitions 
ſtate ſhall be Immortal, and uncapable of 
dying : Below, their Bodies are all Mor- 
tal, Dying and Periſhing, and ſubject to 
be crumbled into Duſt every moment: 


But here our Bodies will be lacorrupti- 
ble, and freed from Death for ever; for 


our Corruption here ſhall put on Incorruption, 1 


and our Mortality be ſwallow'd'up of Life. 
Epen. Here I deſired the Prophet to 
bear with me a little, whilſt ] gave him 


an account of m en Naur in this 1 


l Say on, for I am ready to re- 5 | 


ſolve your Doubt. 

Epen. I have learnt, ſaid I, in the 
holy Scriptures, that Immortality i is an 
Attribute that belongs to God only, 
and not to Men, eſpecially to the Bodies 


11 


4s 
yet he calbd to St. Thomas to come ani 


of Men, which every Day's Experience 
tells Us are Mortal. LT mh St. Paul I 
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| Bleſſed here are Immoral, I intend it of 
Bodies in their raiſed State, that then 


Ap again, they fhall then be Immortal. 


f Eminently and Eſſentially ſo; whereas 
_ there is no Creature, either Angels or 


laid to be ſo. We are Immortal through 
his Grace and Favour, but God is Im- 
mortal in his Eſſence, and has been ſo 


8 When I fay the Bodies of the 


they are ſubject unto Death no more: 
Man in his corruptible State is Mortal, 


and ſubject unto Death: And there is 


nothing more evident to all that dwell 


| 
in the World below, and even the Bo- II 
t 


dies of all thoſe glorified Souls that are 


bere, are at this time kept under the In 


Power of Death. But at the Reſur- I 
rection-· ſtate, when they ſhall be raiſed Ih. 


And as to what you urge from the 
Scripture, that the bleſſed God has ON- 
LY Immorlity, it is very true; he.is moſt 


Man, that can in that ſtri& Senſe be 


from all Eternity; and in that ſenſe; 


|: may well be ſaid ON 1 y:to have Immor- Ive: 


tality. And therefore it will not be 
amiſs for you to obſerve, That what- 


ever the bleſſed God is, he is Emineatlz an 
| .. andEſfntially ſoz in which reſpec;; ti 


likewiſe ay. of Him, TIE Helg 


7 > 


Viſtont f Heaven, 


Holy; and tere is none Good bat God, 


He: To whom be Bleſſing, and Glory, 
for evermore. 


Epen. I have one thin more to 0 be ſa · 
tisfied in, and that is, That ſeeing there 


e I that are permitted in the Body to be 


e here, which you are pleas'd to ſay have 


r- Mfuffered a Change equivalent to Death, 

d but died not; what aſſurance have you 
al. that the Bodies of the Bleſſed that are 
he now under the Power of Death ſhall be 


uſly bleſſed and happy without their 
Bodies, and ſeem not to have any occa- 
ion for them, they having been long 
inceperiſhed androttedintheir Graves: 


eas 

OT 
be 
ugh 
Im- 


: aid for it, is, "That the ever bleſſed Je- 
Il 0 


us, the ſpotleſs Lambof God, who was 


ſenſe ruly and really dead, is now alive, and 


mor- Nef for evermore. 

t be Elijah. To this the Prophet, inter- 
y hat-Fupting me, reply'd, What greater Prove 
entljÞkn you defire than this? 

5 os &: pen. What 1 have to ſay to that, is, 
5 the * of the Billed Tue ne- 


N 


47 
none Righteous; nor none Merciful but : 


and Honour, and Praiſe, 95 ever and 


is only your ſelf and the Prophet Enoch 


raiſed again? For I fee they are glori- 


he greateſt thing that I think can be 


9 
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ver ſaw Corruption; and that there is 


Corruption, that was yet rais d to Life 
and Immortalit. : 


ſent Glorification of the Soul; for as the 
bleſſed Jeſus dy'das a publick Pexſon, ſo 
did he alſo riſe again; and therefore i 
ſaid to be the firſt Fruits from the Dead: Hellſh 


\ 
ht LO TY * 


no Inſtance of any Body that ever ſaw 


* 


r fg een F 


Elij ab. To this the Prophet again an- 
ſwered, That tho' *rwas true, there had 
been no ſuch Inſtance, yet was the Re- 
ſurrection of the Body as ſure as the pre- 


— 
hae ds Ad 


tt 
in 
Fe 

˖ 


is the Head of the Church, and cannot 
be compleat without his Body, who it 


r 
De] 


their Order ſhall be raiſed up to be witiWan 
him for ever. The Body ſhall be awak| 


all 


out of its dead Sleep, and as I was (Mig 


_- Fmying, quicken'd into a glorious inge 
_ © mortal Life: The Body is an eſſentiWie! 
part of Man, as well as the Soul; anWart 
tho? theInequality be great in their hojWus 
Operations, yet their Concurrence ouę 
neceſſary: Good Actions in the Worfeſu 
below, were indeed deſign'd by t EY 


Counſel and Reſolution of the Soth. 
but perform'd by the Miniſtry. of lar 
Body: And every Grace expreſſes det 
ſelf in viſible Actions thereby. In te R. 
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ſupply'd by the bodily Eyes; and in 
BW Thankfgivings, the Tongue was uſed to 
break forth in the Praiſes of God: And 

all the Victories over Pleaſure and Pain 
below, wereobtain'd by the Soul in Con- 
junction with the Body. And can you 
hink; (ſaid the Prophet) that the Divine _ 
Goodneſs will deal. fo differently with .. 
them, that the Soul ſhould be everluſt- 9... . 
pngly Happy, and the Soul be loſt in; i; i 


a 
8 
he 
0 


> 1; 


7 
* 


— 


Forgetfulneſs? The one Glorified in 14 


Heaven, the other remain in the Duſt? 
not From their firſt ſetting out in the World 

o Melow to the Grave, they both ran the 
vi me Race, and therefore ſhall enjoy the 


0 


me Reward. When the Crown of 
as Nighteouſneſs and Glory ſhall be given 
wv o the Bleſſed at the great Day in the 
ntifew of all, both Soul and Body ſhall 
, an*rtake of the Honour thereof. And 
r hols (added the Prophet) is, I believe, e- 
ace Nough to ſatisſie your Doubt, as to the 
Vorlfeſurrection of the Bode. 
y Uh Epc. To which I reply'd, That had 
Solpthing further to object in that parti- 
of lar. — And then deſired him to go on 
elles deſeribing the Glory of the Body in 
Reſurrection- ſtate. 
s wal pon which the Prophet thus proceeded: {| 


_ 


FE 4 


30 The World to Come Or, 
= Elijah. I have already told you, That 
the Bodies of the Bleſſed ſhall be Immor- 
tal; but cannot for all that be ſo Im- 
— mortal as God is, who is ſo Eminently 

and Eſſentially fo, that, as you well ob- 
| Ffervd, he is ſaid ON L to have Immor- 
tality; nor yet are they Immortal in the 

| ame Senſe as are the bleſſed Angels, 
||, Who being\Immaterial Subſtances, are 
po created; whereas Man was created 
Mortal, and has his Immortality through f 
. the Purchaſe of the bleſſed J=svs, and o 
Renovation of the Divine Image. Nor It 
is the Immortality thus purchas'd for us, 
like that of the Apoſtate Spirits, who 
Aare Immortal too; but*tis with ſuch an 
Immortality, as brings along with it a 
greater weight of Miſery.” Their Im- 
mortality is ſuch a Curſe as makes them 
| Wiſh a thouſand thouſand times that 
they might be annihilated : But that 

bleſſed Immortality which we enjoy, 1 
that which is the Happineſs of Heaven, 
and therefore rightly ſtiled, a Glor:ow 

' Immortality, and gives us an aſſurance, 
That the Happineſs we now enjoy, vi 
mall enjoy er eder. 
III. Another Happineſs the Bodies ohn, 
„the Bleſſed here enjoy, is, That they ile 
; JJ nw e 24>, 50 4% . 3." A 
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In gl, and ſo are made Weis of 
1 gs: Below, the Saints themſelves © 
have oftentimes their Bodies made ſo 
many Shops of Miſery; or like an Hof- 
pital, full of Diſeaſes, which are the 
common Harbingers of Death; or when 
they are not ſo, are ſomething worſe 
than it; the Pains and Infirmities of 
their Bodies being ſuch, as oftentimes 
makes Death much more deſirable than 
ſuch a Life. How many times are eren 
good Men wrack'd with the Gout, or 
tortur'd by the Stone, with moſt ex- 
quiſite and cruciating Pain? So that 
tho? they abound in the Fulneſs of all! 
thoſe things that Mortals count the Bleſ?· 
ings of the Life below, yet are they 
thereby all imbitter'd to them by thoſe - 
ormenting Pains which have ſeiz d up- 
Pn their Bodies. And where this is not, 
ut Men have healthy, ſtrong and vigo- 
ous Bodies, they often meet with other 
NclBufferings; and are expoſed to Hunger, 3 
or10#WPhirſt, Cold and Naked neſs; which 
90 enders their Lives very much pncom- 
V Mrtable: There, many times, they are 
Nut up in Priſons , immur'd between bi 
5 tone Walls, and are as it were buried +: 
18 . are alive, and are as Men 
i WY for e 
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A - in the World. All which con- 
ſſdered, muſt needs render their Bodies 
11 - miſer able while below. 


= ſuch Evils can attack em; here their 
Condition is extreamly different ; 3. no 


_. Curſe can enter here, and ſuch are all 
. thoſe things I have related, as being on- 
ly the Effects of Sin. My Body is un- 

- Capable of Suffering any Evil, either of 


| 3 | through the Grace of the bleſſed Son of 
| God, is now become a Receptacle both 
E- Of, Light and Glory, and ſo ſhall all the 


declare the Fourth Endowment, with 


{0 3540 a he Duſt; But here | it ſhall be  othellls d 


52 8 -The World to Come Or, 


But in this happy Regione there” 8 no 


Sin or Sorrow; but on the contrary, 


| 
U 
} 
Bodies of the Saints be likewiſe in their 0 
Reſurrection- ſtate. Which leads me to 
br 
Which our Bodies ſhall be ever bleſſed. 


al 


IV. Another Happineſs our Bodie li! 


| mall enjoy in the bleſſed ReſurreQionw; 


| Nate, is, That they ſhall be truly BeautifulMth, 
And this i is none of our leaſt Privilege BO 
For below, our Bodies are but vile Bofto 


dies, tending to Corruption; in thiſ}rh, 


Grave, Worms gnaw and feed upoſto! 


8 their Fleſh, and thence proceeds aloatiF#hj 


Yome Savour; at the beſt, they are be 
Houſes. of Clay, and their Foundatioſvhe 


wit aſe 


— — 0 n 


% 


wiſe: for the Bodies of the Saints ſhall 


that were inſeparable from Adam in 

Paradiſe, whoſe Soul united to the Bo- 
dy was the Fountain of the Natural Sen- 
ſitiye Life, which being in a perpetual 
Flux, there was a neceſſity of continual 
Repairs to preſerve his Life in Vigour: 


mall be Spiritual in its Qualities, and 
the Supernatural Power of the Spirit, 
Glory hall ſhine in them, infinitely a- 


bove the 


d. Wand the 


odies like unto the Gloricus Body of Chriſt, ; . =p 


. 


lege Body; and this he will do, according i 
Je Boſſto: the working of that mighty Power, 

hereby he is able to ſubdue all things 
o himſelf: This Tranſcendent Beauty, 


in thi 
po! 
0 10a 
dati 
othet 


hich he will put upon the Body, ſhall 
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* w & 
Is , 
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riſhing Pride of this World. 
0 nen 3 and be made — 4 
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be freed from thoſe innocent Infirmities 


Whereas in this bleſſed State, the Bode ; | 
the Principle of its Life ſupported bx 


without outward Nouriſhment; and not of 
only ſo, but a fubſtantial and unfading - Þ# 


rior who wall change our vile Bodies, that | 
;tifulſthey may be faſhioned like his glorious IF 


de the Work of his own Hands; and © 
yhere Omnipotence interpoſes, nothing RJ 
s difficult. For the Beautifying of a 
aiſed Body, and putting it into an im- 
, mort. 
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i IF mortal State of Glory, is as eaſie tothe 
Divine Power, as the firſt framing i it ia 
the Womb. 3 

5 V. Another part of our Happineſs i is, 
That our Bodies ſhall be agile Bodies, and 
move with an inconceiveable Swiftneſs; 
our Bodies, while below, are lumpiſh 
and heavy, and are as clogs to the Soul; 
Ii in the raiſed State it mall be other- 
ways: Our Bodies ſhall be like the Cha- 
riots of Aminadab, and move far ſwifter * 
than the Winged Fowls in the Aercal MW © 
Heavens. 555 

VI. Another thin g in which © our Hap- 
- pines will very much conſiſt, is, That 
our Bodies then (as mine is now) ſhall be 

All pure; and this is an exceeding Privi- 
nn; for though they ſhould have all the 
other fore mentioned Qualities, and be 

Immortal, Spiritual, Impaſſible, Beauti- 

|. ö ful and Swift t, yet it they ſtill were Sin- 

ful, it would blemiſh all the reſt, and 

would even ſpoil the Happineſs we here 
= enjoy. in Heaven, if Sin could enter here. 
|  But*tis far otherwiſe; our Glory is, that 
here our very Bodies ſhall be pure, and his 
| | Have no Spot of Sin at all upon them 

Below, indeed the Bodies of the Saint 

* are cles d with s i and ferter'd wit 

q > | | oy 2 


Temptations, which makes em to cr - 3} 
out, O wretched Man ! who ſpall deliver 
me from this Body of Death But here 
they mall enjoy that bleſſed Redemption 
of their Bodies, which they wait for 
oo, pied 8 2 


VII. And to conclude, The Bodies of 
be Saints ſhall, in their Reſurre&ion- = 
ſtate; be glorious Bodies; ſo glorious, that 
they ſhall have a near Reſemblance to 
the glorious Body of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer. And this the Divine Oracles > # 
inform us, as alſo how it ſhall be 
wrought : TheGlorious Lamb of Gon, 1 
the bleſſed Jeſus, He tis ſhall change our 
vile and corruptible Bodies, and mate em 
like to bis own glorious Bodies; "Tis by his 
Power that the Saints Bodies, that by. -. Þ 
their being turned into Corruption, are 
ſown in ſuch Diſhonour, ſhall be raiſed in 
Glory; and in that bleſſed Reſurretion=- 
ſtate, ſhalt ſhine more brightly than the Sun 
n this Triumphant Kingdom of their Father. || 

And thus, my Son, ſaid the great Pro- 
phet-to me, have I inform'd thee briefly 1 
herein the Glory and the Happineſs of 
his bleſſed State, we here enjoy, conſiſts. 
Not that herein I have ſaid the thou - 

andth part of that which might be far- -- $$ 
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. {till related; nor could you Res! | 
ſtand it, if I ſhould. For there are ſome 
things here that we enjoy, like the white 
Stone, and the new Name, which no One ; 
e but He that does receive it. ˖ 
Ẽfpen. The holy Prophet having 8 { 
an end, I humbly thank'd him for the i + 
_ Information he had given me: And 
told him, That though I was uncapable þ 
- (cloath'd as I was, with ſach a Lump of o 
_ unrefined Fleſh) to underſtand all had t. 
heard, or utter what I ſaw, yet 1 had Ml 
ſeen and heard enough for ever to con- , 
vince me both of the Excellency and Ws: 
- Reality of Heavenly Things: Which in WW 
the World below, io many queſtion, and IE. 
jo few believe. But let it not offend th 
my Lord, ſaid I to the Prophet, if 1 de- Ne 
fire yet further to be reſolv d in tome Fi: 
few things. 

Elijah. 'Speak, and I will endeavour 
to give you Satisfaction. Di 
Epen. The firſt thing, ſaid I, I would 

bumbly ask, is, How 8 — Bleſſed here, 
which are but Creatures, tho? thus Glo- 
Tified, and therefore finite ſtill, can have 
ſo-perfe& an Idea of the Incomprehen- 
ble and Infinite Three-One, to knov|in; 
55 fo as we our ſelves are ew: as you 


Journ | 


1 5 x or elſe it was my weak: 
neſs to miſunderſtand you ſo? 
Elijah. In ſaying ſo, I did affirm no 


tain: For the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
| ſpeaking in the Days of his Fleſh to them 


told them, they then ſaw through a Glaſs. 
but darkly; but that in theſe bright Re- 


gions they thould ſee him Face to Face; that 
then himſelf knew but in part, but that 


not to be underſtood according to the 


that lights the over World, may as. 


finite God may be comprehended by our 


our finite Faculties: For beyond the fulleſt Ihe 4 f 
Diſcoveries we can poſſibly make of the” | 


ould 
ere, 
Glo-Fuhereof is altogether unattainable b 

hays he moſt intelligent of all thoſe glorious. 
= en- 
Know 
you 
eforef 


Deity, there remains ſtill an intire In- 


terefore that BOD, A. we are 


ps 4 . & 
LY 
= 
g 


more than 1 the ſacred Oracles con- 


well be included in a ſmall Spark i. 
Fire, as the Incomprehenſible and In- 


nity of Perfections, the Knowledge 


n ©. 37; 


* 
2 9 's 


that then inhabited the World below, 8 


when he was once got hither, he ſhould. -- 
know him even as he was known. But, my 
Son, ſaid the Prophet, Theſe words are. 


Exactneſs of the Expreſſion; for the Sun 


pirits, that are e the bright and the con. : 
nual Attendants of the Throne: An@* 
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Kaon, which gave you ſo juſt an occa- 
ſion to enquire into the Senſe of it, is 
to be taken as à Note of Similitude, and 
not of Equality : The dim Light of a 
Candle as truly ſhines as the bright Lu- 
minary of the Day; but not with the 
fame Extent and Splendor. And there- 
fore the Sum of what I can ſay to this 
Point, is, That we have here as perfect 
, aKnowledpeof the bleſſed God, as Crea- 
ted Beings are capable of Receiving, or 
| © obr own Hearts of Deſiring. 
Epenet. I then returned my humble 
Thanks to the great Prophet, and aſſu- 
red him, his Anſwer had intirely ſatiſ- 
W_ fied me, and that I found twas only the 
deficiency of my own Underſtanding 
1 that had given him that Trouble. 
Elijah. Still you miſtake the State 
1 that 1 am in, replyed the Prophet; for 
tere is no ſuch thing as Trouble here, Nute 
nor can there be: For the diffuſing of it; 
| the Knowledge of the ever-bleſſed God, lee 
| and fetting forth his bright Eternal Ex- N t. 
l cellencics, and the diſplaying of his Glo- Itber 
4 ry, is that which, wes. the Bleſſed here EA ay 
I. © the. greateſt Satisfaction and Delight; Potlt 
and which will ever do ſo, throughout! 
|  -, thie numerous Ages of Eternity. 1 "Sl 
/ wolf 
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Then, with an Air of Ser _ | 
Coltfitience, 1 told the holy Propher, | 
had: another Queſtion yet to ask BE 
Elij ah. Say on, and Iwill anſwer yon. 
Epen. I ſaw among the many bleſſe& 1} 
Souls I paſſed by, as my bright Meſſen- © | 
ger convey'd me to you, ſome that 
appear'd to me to ſhine with greater 
Brightneſs than the other; which gave 
me a deſire to be informed whether or 
no there be not among the Bleſſed dit- - 
ferent Degrees of Glory. * 
e Elijah. The Happineſs and Glory : 
Lich all the Bleſſed here enjoy, is the += 
co © Reſult of their Communion with, ang 
ne Love unto, the Ever-bleſſed God, whoſe. 4 
ag Beatifical Viſion here, as I have ſaid be. 14 
bre, is the Eternal Spring from whence. © if 
ate Lit flows: The more we ſee, the more 
for N we love; and Love aſſimulates our Souls 
re. Into the Nature of the bleſſed Object of Ji; 
F Wit; and thence reſults our Glory. This 
needs muſt therefore make a difference —} 
in the Degrees thereof: Not as though” | 
there were any want of Love to God, 
in any of the Bleſſed here, for that's im- 
Poſuble: There's not one Soul amongſt 
Fiz numerous Inhabitants of this bright 145 
Psion, but what 0 6 ang loves tbe 
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„ God with all his utmoſt 
Powers and Faculties. But then it fol- 
los, That as thoſe Powers and Facul- 
ties are different, their Love muſt be ſo 
too, and ſo their Glory. Nor is there 
* any murmuring or repining in one, to 
ſee another's Glory much greater chan 
his own; but God is thereby magnified 
the more, as the Eternal Source of all 
their Happineſs. Nor can there be 
room for a Thought to think it other- 
wiſe: Who can complain, when all the 
Faculties of each bleſſed Soul is ſo re- 
id with the bright Emanations 
of the Deity, that it can hold no more ? 
The ever-bleſſed God is an unbounded 
Ocean of Light and Life, and Joy and 
Happineſs, {till filling every Veſſel that 
zs put therein, till it can hold no more; 
and tho' the Veſſels are of ſeveral ſizes, 
' whilſt each are filled, there's none that 
gan complain. Beſides, each bleſſed Soul 
| A is here wrought up, not only to an Ac- 
gquieſcence, but even to ſucha Satisfaction 
and Complacency in the divine good 
[> Pleaſure, that all their Happineſs con- 
fits therein. Thus, though the Stars 
below are each one glorioùs, yet ſince pri 
- yt are of e N wo 
| © Exceras 
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exceeds another Star in Gl 
the Divine Oracles inform you, it ſhall - 
beintheReſurreQion-ſtate. My Anſwer 
therefore to your Queſtion, is, That 
thoſe who have the moſt enlarged Fa- 
culties, do love God moſt, and are there- 
by aſſimulated moſt into his Likeneſs, 


give. Nor let this ſeem ſtrange to you, 
ſters, the bleſſed Angels, there are di- 


verſities of Orders, and different Degrees 
of Glory. And theſe perhaps were ſome 


Whilſt Iwas thus diſcourſing with the 
the Solution of thoſe Doubts that I de- 


PTS 
ory, and ſo, as. ' - = þ 


which is the higheſt Glory Heaven can 


for even amongſt God's flaming Mini- 


of thoſe you ſaw, as you paſt hither. _ 1 | 
holy Prophet, and with delight heard i1 
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good foſted me. 
con- Jun. Dear Es j 
Stars you in theſe bleſſed Regions; but am ſur-  ' 
finceÞrized to ſee yon here not yet diveſted *þ4 / 
ru F Mortality; Inſtruct me, Friend, by, {| | 
cee, 38 End en, - 


"4-8 
ſir' d to be reſolved in, a ſhining Form 
approach'd me, faying, How! Epeners || 
ETC io ĩ 22-5 > 

1was ſurprized to hear my Name thus 
mentioned, and turning ſuddenly about, ; 1 
| ſoon perceived it was the Noble unis, 
my late deceaſed Friend; who thus ac. 1 


Epenetus, I am glad to ſee © | 


* 
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e 
what means you came hither; and alſo 
How 'twas you obtained this Privilege; 
for the Unuſualneſs of ſuch a thing, is 
Epen. I was ſo over-joy'd to ſee one 
of my old Acquaintance, and one with 


* RS 


my Arms; which he refuſed, telling me 

mildly, He had ſometime ago laid down 
his Body, which he had left below, reſt- Han 
ing in hope until the Reſurrection ; and 
that, though he was ſtill-indeed a Sub- 
ſtance, yet *twas a immaterial one, not fre 
to be touch'd by Mortal  _ 


| . before had ſpoken to Elijah, and told 
at large in the prefixed Introduction to ih wa 
Ml this Viſion, of my Temptation and De- 


more earneſtly) to be brought hither 
in your Mortal and Unchanged Body. 


Junius, I ſee then there was need enough are 
of ſuch a Lecture as I gave order to be f t 
ſet on foot in the poor World below, 


— 
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* 


that which makes me ſo inquiſitive. 


whom 1 had been ſo familiar in the 
World, that J eſſayꝰd to embrace him ia 


* 


But how come you, (ſaid he again 


Epen. I then related to him what | 


„„ 8 
Tan. Well, Epenerus, faid the Noble , 
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eath, to Evidence the Being Wet 
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after my 


ok a Deity, againſt a ſort of Men, far 


* ee 
Vaorſeſ ſuzt 
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4 "Fi ſions 8 a e 63 yi | 0 
Verde Mn thoſe in Hell, who both be- | 
lieve-the Being of a Gov:” and {tremble - >. I 
at his Juſtice. But you, my Friend, con- 
tinued he, that had fo long made a Pro- . 
feſſion of his Truth, and had ſuch great 
Experience of his Goodneſs: that you {| 
| ſhould after all be brought to queſtion lt 


his Being and Exiſtence, was indeed 
ſomething more than ordinary; and 
what I hardly could have ever thought: | 
and gives me freſh occaſions to adore the 
ever-bleſſed God, who through hisabun- 
dant Goodneſs has now deliver'd me 
from all thoſe Snares the Enemy of Souls 


n me to his Heavenly Kingdom : Bleſſed 
er for ever be his holy Name. 

. The bleſſed Elijah having heard what 
Ir Friend Junius faid, told me, he now - 


would leave me to my Friend; and ere 


to N was aware, the Prophet wing'd away. 
De- {Who having left us, 1 addreſſed my ſelf 


hus to my Noble Friend. 


ble Epen. I could not doubt, faid 1, * 


ugh leareſt Junius, but that thou wert one 
ve f the bleſſed Inhabitants of this happy 


on, þ epion ; for ſuch a bright and flamin, 


was laying for me; and thus boron 15 


2108 Meal as "that which in the World made 
ee ſo Eminent, muſt LI meet with By 
jor ſuitable Reward. 72 ES - 


3 _ 
1 64 The Werld t to eme or, 
* Fun. 0 Epenttus, anſwered he, wert 
1 thou but once diveſted of Mortality, 
thou would'ſt have other Thoughts than 
what thou haſt: Thou would'ſt then ſee 
1 how infinitely ſhort they fall of merit- 
ing the leaſt Reward, that in the World 
below have done their utmoſt; and M1 
that tis only Grace, free and unmeri- MY? 
ted, that brings the Soul to Glory. For Hv 
| Heaven is purchaſed at no other Price, Wt! 
than that of the Redeemer's Precious If 
Blood: Whoſe Dying Love, and whoſe 
15 Redeeming Mercy, is ſo unſpeakably, 
fo vaſtly great, Eternity will carce ſuf- 
ice to utter it. 
Epen. Well, ſaid I, worthy Sandy — 
Fun. Call me not worthy (ſaid he, in- 
terrupting me) for none are worthy pin 
here, but He that ſits upon the Throne, oy 
and the bleſſed Lamb of God: And to cn 
ll aſcribe. all Glory unto him, is here a 
great part of our Happineſs; for there 
are Myriads of Saints and Angels round 
the Throne, continually crying with a Þ ar 
loud, but yet melodious Voice, Worth) IF D 
45 the Lamb that was ſlain to receive Power, omi. 
and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, and etvye 
Ill Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing. No, no, eing 
1 nen he) my e fer b noffreat 
Cl _ aſcribu 
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. en of Meals. Go . 
ireſhing any thing to Creatures: Here 


Thou urt worthy O Lord, to receive . 
and Honour and Power. 

Epen. Dear Junius, bear with me, aid 
1, a little, becauſe Lam ſtill cloge'd with 
Mortality: O that I were but once di- 
veſted of it! That I with thee might ſee 


formed into his Likeneſs, which (as I 
have heard the bleſſed Elijah tell) is the | 
Completion of all Happineſs. © | 


nius, With an Air compos'd of Love and 
weetnefs) The Beatifick Viſion is that 


in- Irhich does indeed compleat our Ty 
ny Ppineſs, and fills our Souls with Love and 
ne, Joy that is inexpreſſible; and which is 
| to Poly known by them that feel it. But 


you muſt know, my Epenetus, the ſtrong- 
ere It and the moſt. enlarged Faculties of | 
und l the bright Intelligences here, can 
th a fear but little of thoſe radiant Effluxes 
1th 
OY ming: For there is no Compariſon 

and ſętween the moſt Capagious of Created 


5 noreat Cr eador. 
Abi | 


L em: 


the great Three-One, and ſeeing be tran(- - 


Jun. My dear Epenetus, (replyed 5 | 


f Divine Glory, they are ſo over- 
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they that wear the brighteſt Crowns, 
caſt them before the Throne, ſaying, 5 ji | 
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„no, eings, and the Ineffable Glory of the 
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1 en. 0 Nable Junius, I reply d, 1 


— 
&, 


and am) the Satisfaction of hearing from 
Four Lips, the mighty Wonders of Di- 

vineſt Love; that I may joyn with you 
to ſing his Praiſe: Diſplay thoſe My- 
ſteries of his Providence, which to the 


Four now r of Underſtanding, are 


: 8 Chorus. And therefore tha 
3h 


undertake. That you may ſee, by that 
WW which he has done, that he alone is wor 


wat > Lo 1 11 2 2 „ 1 r 
r 8 * A 9 © TE ? 
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readily believe what you haye faid: But 
yet methinks I am; willing to know all 
can, of that which I can never know 


; 
enough of. And ſince I know there is 
5 tl 


nothing more delightful, than to be al- 
ways exerciſed in the diſplaying of the 


© Gloryof the great Author of your Hap- I. 

L. 3 4 | to 
pPineſs; deny not, deareſt Junius, to your 1 
Friend (for fuch you know I ever was 1 


World below are all Anuigma's, but to 
Iden in their ere Ligure. 

Fun. The Praiſes of the divine Majeſty, dhe 
O my dear Epenetus, will be the mighty 
Subject of our Song through all the Ages 
of Eternity; in which both Saints and 
Angels join together, and make up ou 


ow 
An 
Rig 
it Pc 
her 
mug 


nich you have ask'd of me, Pil glad! 


thy of your Love, and of thoſe Praiſe 
we/aſcribe unto him. For the my ar 


dent Love of all the bleſſed Saints and 


Angels here, is nothing elſe but the R-H 
flection of his Love to us: For he that 
lay in Lovz's own Boſom, tells us, We 
Love him, e he firſt loved us. Sine 
therefore, my dear Epenetus, the Love f 
God to us, is the Foundation of our Love . . | 
to him, Let me preſent you firſt with _ 
an Idea of his Love to us, and the Ad- _, ;! 
vantages that we receive thereby, which _ | 
are ſo very many, they are paſt reckon?n 
ing up, the mighty Sum exceeding all _ - 7] 
 FArithmetick can count. But that I 
J ray, as you were intimating, ſet things 
Ven a true Light, Iwill firſt ſhew you how - _ 
vch we owe his Love and Goodneſss, 
or all his free and undeſeryed Favours 
ouch ſafed to us in the World below. - 1 
ink therefore-to beginn: 
Firſt, In the World below, we owd i 
nto his Goodneſs no leſs than all the i 
oods we were polleſs'd of: All that e 
ere, and all that we enjoy'd, was w hol? 
owing to him: For it was he that madle 
, and not we our ſelus: And we were 
| his Hands fo like the Clay that is in 
e Potters, he might have made us an 5 
her Creatures: Nay more, we were bY 3 
nuch that Negative from whence we 
FTF were 
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0 might for ever have left us to that firſt Mi 


* 


| Nothing from whence we had our Being. th 
Needs muſt his Love then be the fir} Nſec 
and original Fountain-Bleffing; all o- Wa 
ther Bleſſings being but as Conduit- the 
Pipes, by which he does convey his Love vi 
unto us; and he that ſees not that thro tha 
Wh all, is blind. Perhaps a Man gets an Ap -: di 
| pPlauſe by his Wiſdom, and through his fe. 
Induſtry he heaps up Treaſures; but wasWof « 
it not from Gop he had that Wiſdom an 
And did not he both give and proſper you 
all his boaſted Induſtry ? Sure God aſe c 
much gave us all we enjoy'd, as he thatou 
gives a Beggar a thouſand Pound, giveiher 
him his Food and Rayment, and «llerie 
that thouſand Pounds can help him ta, 
and which he had been otherwayiffedo; 
T ͤ vw... - ugh 
_ Secondly, But then, beſides all theieſs, 
more obvious Preſents of his BountjMreed 
there are many things which in thries 
World below we were deliver'd fronoſed 
that do as much inchance the Value es i. 
the Divine Goodneſs to us; which, Ahild 
though perhaps leſs conſpicuous, are ad f 
less priz d by thoſe below, whom wallffreat 
of them makes ſenſible of their FREY 55 
EC tne i Erin ©. LD 5 u 
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Viſions of Heaven... 


your Thoughts unto-the- Gallies, and 
ſhew you there thoſe wretched Sers 
that lie chain'd unto their Oars, ex 

ſed to all the Miſeries and Hardſhips of 
a Tempeſtous Sea; and yet do, 1 
the Barbarous Uſage that they meet 
eNith on the Shore, leſs fear the Ocean, 


) 


-W draw the Curtains of Sick and Dying 


en, and open to you that ſad Scene 
as of Sorrow, on which ſo many Pine and 


Manguiſh by Diſtempers, ſo very grie- 


er Nous to be born; that Death is rather to- 
ae choſe than Life: Or ſhould I bring 
1iFou to the Hoſpitals, and ſnew you 
veſhere the various Shapes of Human Mi- 


alWeries; wou'd you not, my dear Epeng- 


to, think it a Mercy worth acknow- * 
anledging, to be delivered from em? And 


ught we not to prize thatdivineGood- 


he:MWels, who has thus made us differ, and 
ntfßreed us from thoſe various ſorts of Mi- 
_ thifries to which ſo many Mortals are ex- _ 


romoſed? Not but ſometimes his Wiſdom 


ue Mes it meet to Exerciſe his own beloved 

„Hhildren with long- continued Sickneſs | 

re Mad ſharp Pains, and other outward 
walreat Calamities: But this, my. Eper. 
= | 18 


e V 
ug 
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ke.” Should I, my ee 5 lead - 


han any Port, ſave Death : Or ſhould 4 


5 The Workd to Com * Or, ; 


CF. 16 fin a further Evidence of Love, and 
| 8 that he might preferve them from the 
far worſe Contagion of their Sins, or 
cure them of the Evil Habits which 
they had contracted. Have you not 
ſeen, my Epenetus, (when in the World 
below) a tender Mother apply a painful 
Ciaauſtick to the Neck of her beloved In- 
I fant, when threatned with an Apoplex; 
And have you not concluded from it, 
he thinks the trouble of an Iſſue an infe- 
WI rior Evil to Convulſion-Fits? So when 
wee ſee the Eyer-bleſſed Gop, our Hea- 
WI --  venly Father, does ſend Infirmities and 
Croſles, to reſcue thoſe he loves from 
under Sins Dominion, we. ſafely may 
Wl conclude, he thinks Affliction a far leſ 
||| Exil than the Guilt of Sin; ſince he is 
too wiſe and too indulgent a Phyſician, 
to cure with ſuch a Remedy as ſhall bes 
, 2Y woyrſe than the Diſeaſe. _ 
N Yon may remember, Epenetus, That 
| God by Moſes gives the Iſraelites a Cav 
tion, left Proſperity (which is ſo apt tc 
make Men forget all but their Enjoy nc 
ments) ſhould make any of them ſay it ends 
_ kdeir Hearts, My Power, and the Might Naues, 
my Hand hath got ten me this Wealth ; bud L 
on d the Wa commands them ny Gar 


— . ITY 
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that gives them Power to get Wealth. And 
Wthere was need enough of ſuch a Cau- 


aud our Oil. But, e 


Thirdly, The Divine Goodneſs ex- 


re were below, he gave us ſo great an 


Neged Joys, that made even that Earneſt 


ge enough to ſubſiſt upon with Com- + 
rt; and which really out-valu'd and 


mer tranſcended all thoſe Momentary 


kaſures it required us to forſake, to 


ß Heß up a Title to Eternal Ones. _— © 


But though the Mercies that the ever- 


in {ſed God beſtow'd upon us in the Life 


below, were both ſo many and ſo great, 
ade it a fit Theam to Praiſe him for 
ha Heaven; yet is his Love of a more 


Ping Date than any thing that's in the 
+ tHrer World: It does not with our Bo- 
jo} 
ht 0 aves, and leave US. % No, | Epenetus, 


Q 
— 


* 
of 
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mb 


member the Lord their God, for it is He 


cedingly recommends the Advantage 
puſneſs of his Love to us, in that whilſt 


arneſt of Spiritual Goods, and of ex- 


5, nor like (the uſual Cuſtom of) our 
ends below, accompany- us to our 


puffs Love appears moſt bright, when 
» 2 dark Eyes are cloſed ; and then 


jon; for we were too apt to forgen 
that God gave us our Corn, and our Wine, © 


Pen The World to Cm, N, 
(leaves cloſeſt to the Soul, when ſhe 
N forſakes the Body; giving each bleſſed 
Saint that arrives here, good ground to 
ſay of him, what Naomi did once of 
Boaz, That he hath not left off his Kindneſs 
.- ro the Living and the Dead. And there- 
fore, Now indeed (ſays our great Savi- 
| our's happy Favourite) are we the Sons 
ef God; and it doth not yet appear what we 
| (hall be. But we know, when he ng appear, 
we ſhall be like him. And what that. i, 
is now my preſent Them. 
It is the Love of Gos, the ever-bleſſed 
680, my Epenetus, that gives us this Ad. 
miſſion into Heaven: Heaven the bright 
Seat of ſo much Happineſs, that we hen 
ſcarcely count 2 our joys, tha 
Heaven is the Seat of them. And hen 
the Excellency of the Things that m 
poſſeſs, does as much diſappoint our Ex 


iged Delights, that we en 


n 


ene en,, 2 - x} 
not only ſtoop not unto Senſe, but are 
ſublime enough even to tranſcend Ima-, 
gination. For Whatſoever our Fancy 
formed below, as the moſt perfect Ideas, 
and nioſt abſtracted Notions of com- 
pleat Happineſs, our own more happy 
Experience of greater, plainly Eyince, 
came ſhort of what we find. Heaven isa 
e Soil, whoſe Fruitfulneſs is ſo confin'd to: 
„joy, that even our Diſappointments and 
Mistakes, when in the World below, do 
here contribute to our Happineſs, which 
fel does ſo much partake of his Immenſity, 
I rhoſe Gift it is, that even the Sacred 
clMOracles themſelves give but a Negative 
ner Deſcription of it; and does not only 
thalremove our Thoughts from all that we 
herWnjoy'd:; below, but daes exalt em above 
hate ver we could fancy there. Nor 
11 you wonder, Epenetus, that it ſhould. 
e ſo, if you will but conſider, that here 
ur Faculties are not only gratify'd with 
litable and acceptable Objects, but are 
Pheightned and enlarged, that our Ca= 
F-<ties are both increaſed. and filled. © 
ou know, that in the World below, a 
enetl hild not yet releaſed out of the homely DRE. © 
Thopon of the Womb, can there have no 
en es 2h thoſe Delights, which by tbe 
"> - D; p To. 
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1 1 The World to Come + Or, SL 
| 5 pleaſing Noiſes and the glittering Ob- 
ll jects that will preſent themſelves to him 
agtter his Birth, will be affbrded him. 
And the fame Child, whilſt he conti- 
nues in his Nonage, tho he may with 
delight look upon Emblems fineliy drawn 
ad painted, yer he can't imagine what 
10 Pleaſure the ſame Objects will afford 
' 5 him, when Age and Study ſhall have 
wil - ripen'd his Intellectuals, and made him 
== capable of Underſtanding the Excellent 
Moralities couch'd in thoſe curious Em- 
blems. Such a double Advantage, Epe- 
netus, among others, the ad miſſion into 
theſe ſacred Manſions, brings to allthoſe 
to whom that Blefling is vouchſafed. 
For beſides that Set of Objects, if I may 
Wl - {6 ſpeak; ſo'new and ſo peculiar to this 
Place, that their Idea's could never once 
ſl enter into their Thoughts before they 
were admitted hither; beſides this, our 
now enlarg' d Capacities enable us, even feri 
in Objects not altogether unknown tous For 
"rs to-perceive things formerly un- 
- diſcern'd, and derive thence both new 
and greater Satisfaction and Delight. res 
Wonder not, my Epenetus, that in vo re Be 
| ſeribiny of theſe Glorious Things, T uſe leit 
| bene hs ort 
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more above our Praiſes, than this bleſſed © if 


— 
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Heaven appear (like what the Stars do 
to the World below, by reaſon of their 
emoteneſs from them) extreamly lit. 
tle; though really in themſelves they -- — | 
are ſo vaſt, that a leſs than the lar oft — 
s much greater than the biggeſt Obje& 
pon Earth; nay, than the whole Earth | 
ſelf. "And therefore, Eyenetus, Iende -x 
our {conſidering you are fit cloath's TW 
ich Mortality) to give yen an account TY, 
Heavenly Things, by Repreſentations | 
ranſcending what they appear to yon 
I may thereby give you Notions kf | Ii 
erior to what they truly are. © WR 
For here, my Epenetus, the Bleſſed en“ 3 io 
ſHappineGenough toreQifiealletior = | I 
taken Notions We had formed tö un Wh 
t. Nes of it, below We ape intrugerk Mi 
de e doth Row gte 2 ile ae = 1 | 
Tuff leit y which re poſſe fe, which image. 
veelYof the Conftuences of Perfectieng ad. 
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ture does inveſt them with ſo, bright 

Luuſtre, that all; the Diſadvantage theirWpl: 
— Piſguiſes gave em hen they appear Ind 
tus belaw,would, ſcarce ſuffice co hin 5 


EE kent 9 the Dying: for 
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 Perpetuity: of all true Joys: Being made 
bappy, (unlike to what Philoſophy pre- 
tends to do) not by the Confinement, 
but full Fruition of our utmoſt Deſires, 


which neither fail in the choice of their 


Nears nor miſs in the enjoyment of 
- I but are unerringly Juſt, and in- 
alli 


y Accompliſh'd. Here we not on- 


iy ſee, but are 1 like thoſe bleſſed 


Saints we in the World below ſo much 


f 
admir'd. Thoſe Spirits of juſt Men 
made perfect, of which the Divine Ora- I 
_ Gles have told us, are here our conſtant My 
and familiar Company, into - whoſe Mr: 

, bleſſed Society we are: not only welcome, 
bgt increaſe it. Here likewiſe we be- 


Hold<thoſe; Glorious Spirits, whoſe No. 


der us fromgneking them the Objects o hor 


ur H doration. . Ive 


But above all, We here behold, m 
ies, 
im; 
at 


LE of, Con, Hain fron 
e ze the Diviiſia 
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does ſo highly deſerve of us, both upon 


upon the account of his ineſtimable Be- 
nefits. Ves, Epenetus, here we behold 
that holy and divine Perſon, who, when 
he did vouchſafe to pitch his Tent a- 
mong the Sons of Men below, and dwell 


rablea manner mix an awful Majeſty with 


lary a Virtue, with ſo much Sweetneſs 


\ſpirers to it, though they came: moſt 
hort of it, that even the Jews them- 


8 fo things well Nay more; his very Ene- 
16 tories, that were imploy'd to apprehend 
n fron as a Malefactor, confeſs'd to thoſe 


h alis bleſſed Son of God was in the form 


exceſf a Servant, which he put on, that ge 
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might 
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Viſioni of Heaven. 77 
excellently entertain us; and who ha- 
ving done and ſuffer d ſo much for us, 


the ſcore of his infinite Perfections, and 


with them on Earth, thereby to fit em 
a- by his Merits and Example to dwell 
nt with Him in Heaven, did in ſo admi- 


an humble Meekneſs, and the aſſum'd In- 
fimities. of his Humane Nature with the 
orruſcations of his Divine; expreſſing 
n his whole Life ſo Perfect and Exem- _ 


ind Gentleneſs towards thoſe that were 


Ives could ſay of him, That he had done 


Diviat ſent*em ſo to do, That never Man 
le like him. But there, my Epererus, 
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NA Majeſty and ſhming Splendor, that we 


him, TAE ApwiraBis. For here our 
 raviff'd Souls, by an attentive Con. 
templation of his Glories, ſtill find mou. 
- Cauſe to imitate the Spouſe in Solomon 

bo 1 Epit hal amium, who having well ö 


; cies that concurr'd to the accompliſhin 
the Divine Bridegroom, breaks out int 
1 725 this Epiphonema, He 1s altogether Lovely 


tl  alted Glory on the Throne, (what t bl 
beloved Diſciple long ſince repreſents T 


does into the raviſh'd Breaſts of the 
- holders, ſhoot Flames as Püre, as Hol? 
Pp, Tj as Deathlefs, as what the Seraphii 20 


- he World 1 to „ Cine? - Or, 8 
3 ſuffer for us, and exerciſe his 


Prieſtly and Prophetick Function in the 
World below: But here we fee him in 

_ thatRegal State and Condition that be- 

- longs to him, by Vertue of his Kingly 
Office, on the account whereof he is 
ſtiled, The King of Kings and Lord of i | 
. all Power and Authority being 
inveſted in him, both in Heaven and 


Earth, emcompaſſed with ſuch radiant 


may well eſteem him, what the great 
Evangelick Prophet long ſince call 


the Beauty of the ſeveral Excellet- 


His ſparkling Eyes appear, in his es : 


them) like A of active Fire, al 
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im ef Heaven. i 
3 themſelves conſiſts of. And ſurely, — 
penetus, ſince the Divine Oracles do a- 
ſire us, as I have faid already, t never 
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enter i into the Heart of Alan to conceive  "M 
what God has here reſerved for thoſe that | 
love him; that Glory can be but im- 
perfectly expreſsd by the bare Epithet 
of Inconc vive able, with which the bleſſed 
God rewards the meritorious Sufferings 
and Obedience of the only begotten Son of 
by Love, for whoſe ſake he is pleaſed to 
confer on all the numerous Company of 
his Elect, ſuch unimaginable Glories. 
He that vouchſafes unto ſo many of his 
Servants a Beighmeſr, like that of the 
tars, you cannot but think, Epenetus, 
does communicate a far more radiant 
Luſtre to the Son of RicuTEOVUSNESS; | 
though your preſent Mortal State de- 
5 you to behold the Brightneſs of his 
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But all this glorious Greatneſs of out 
leſſed Redeemer, does yet not make his |\ff 
lindnefs leſs Familiar, but only more +» || 
bliging: For he diſdains not, eren af. 
r his Aſcenſion hither, to fay, Behold. : 
Lid at the Door and Knock; if any Man - i 
ne in to him, and wilt fup with him, 87 1 
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be with me. And that King in the pa- 

3 by whom our bleſſed; Lord is re- 
preſented, is pleas'd himſelf to wel- 
come each individual truſty Servant, 


as  witha peculiar, W. ell done good and faith 
1 fal Servant. | 
Wonder not, Epenstas, that I ſeem ſo 
Ef Tolicitous to give you an account of the 
high Dignity and ſuper-Eminent Felici- 
ty of our Exalted Saviour, and that! 
have endeavour'd thus to let you know 
that the bright Sun of Righteouſneſs is 
now uncapable of ſuffering Eclipſes, but 
mines with an uncloudedand unequall'd 
; Splendor, and that 1 now ſee Feſus, whi 
(as the Author to the Hebrews ſpeaks) 
was made a. little lower than the Angeli, 
Crowned with Glory and Honour. For it 
makes Heaven to be more Heaven t 
to me, to find him Reigning here, 5 
Tuffer'd ſo much for me in the Word 
below. + 
_ neſs, which is ſo fre; 
brings an Increafe to ours, i I; 
8 5 0 the Ardency of our Love to hin 
| Wer Epenetus, let me add, Tha 
tho our Joys are here ſo great, they de 
nor gee endearing Circumſtances, yi 5 
fog it Watte den more bopy 15 
mY Rants, 3 
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* nnen 
7 T7 22 of... Heaven: Ar... BE 
"a tis a. vf of « our Re Jeemer hone,” 1 
than a5 3x is a Donative 0 hisBangty: 33 ml 
If it was matter of Rejoycingito, the- - 
diſgracd Apoſtles, that they were coun- 
ted worthy to ſuffer Shame for his Name; 5 
how much, think you, is their Joy, nom 
they are admitted to reign with him? 
his having ſupported the Hardſhi and 
Tolls, to which the aflited Condition 
of our Mortality was exposd, did ſo 
much alleviate them, and refrelh us un- 
der them, that even. in, this Senſe alſo Ws 
it might be truly faid, The 7 ement. 
f our Peace was upon him, and b y bis Hurts. HY 
we were healed. 5 
But can you think, Epen 1 that he- 3B 
this has * IS eye, by vis Cros, 
doss 05 0 N01 or. us.” e = 
Here, he no does a0 mit, ut 9555 _ 
does a Rn faithful, 18 0 no 1 
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I - Having thustreated of the Hap 2 | 
. thoſe Cœleſtial Maſions, refulting 
from the Beatifick Sight of ont Nele 
ing Lord, the Crown of all our Bleſſed- 
"neſs, I now proceed to tell you, Epene- 
ri, what 47 perhaps may have obſer- 
3 That here we 140 not only 
ſe our El er Brother, Chriſt, but alſo 
Kur Friends, Kindred and Relations, that 
in the World below lived in his Fear, 
and died in his Favour; which is a large 
Addition to our Ha pineſs. Nor do 
we only know our Friends, Relations 
and Contemporaries, but all the Saints 
. that lived in all the Ages of the World. 
_ Thus, thong Elijah (whom I fouud diſ- 
e with you) liv'd in the World 
below long time before the bleſfed Aeſ- 
Was made Fleſh, yet yon no ſooner 
Aw, than vou ſtraie ght knew him; and 
ou Will! do 4 alſo, when you ſee 
1 Bs e can't think this Re Yer No- 
I'M u, ſince you mi ong ago 
Il 85 ane! it 105 be Soren Gracht 
"Of "bleſſed Saviour himſelf having told 
dot 6aty that” the Children of the Ee. 
reckian alt "be Take. the. Angeli, (ho! ine 
ſions both of the Prophet Daniel. 
a * Is. 7 to be ac 
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quainted with each other) but alſo im | 
| the Parable of the miſerable Rich Man 
and the happy Beggar, the Father of tile 
Faithful is repreſented as knowing not 
only the Perſon and preſent Condition, 
m alſo the paſt Story of Laara: And = 
in the World below) expect his Con: | 
yerted and Pious Theſſaloniarts to be. his 
Crown, at that great Day, when the hna- 
ring turn'd many to Righteoufneſs, hall 
18 beloved Daniel tells us) confer 4 
_ Star-tike aud Immortal Brigbtneſs e And 1 
am füre, my Epenetus, you have. often 
read of the Transfiguration of the bleſf. 
ſed Redeemer in the holy Mount, where 
Moſes and Elijah were d fcourſing with: | 
him; and then you can't forget how 
readily the three Difciples knew em: I 
This was no other but.a Type of Hea-- | 
eben, where all the Saints are known to- 
wo Nene another. Think you our Knowledge 
eo tere ke les than that which Adam de 
tes: in his firſt State of Innocence? And yet 
old Jeu know that Adam knew Eve his Wife 
Re- = | 
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7 heads told you that tis ſo; 490 
were you; but diveſted, of Mortality,. As - 
in few Days vou will, you'll 18 it with 
kart greater Evidence. FORE 

But let me ſhew MN my dear Epe- 
| vets, the great Advantage. that the 


Knowledge of each other n does 
dring to all the Bleſſed. Ec wes 
Here ?tis the Bleſſed dwell in an un- | 
— Untrfrupted perfect Union and Com- 
munion with God and with. each other; 
ut without Knowledge, can be no A- 


8 and without Agreement, no 


mmuniqn; and where there's no Com- 
munion, there 8 O Happineſs: So that 
to think we did not. know, FR 295 
oy would be to think | 

inefs. Here, Epenctus, | 

embly. of the Kaen Ge as: en re- 


5 ceive their Happineſs from the bright 


. of the Ever-bleſſed God, ſo they 

unicate the pureſt Pleaſure. to cach 
other, an unfe | ned a ardent Love uniting 
all that, pure, Society. On Earth, our 
Love Was ae either from ſome Na- 


al Relation, . or other Civil Tyes or 


1 Als on the accgunt o of ſome. xiſible Et- 


Vencies, that. render a ' Perſon” worthy 
+ 6 l NI LES a But here, 
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8 Vißond of Hats: N 
ie en ate far greater, 700 the De- 
grees of Love incomparably more fer- 
vent: For in this Supernatural State, 9 
all; carnal Alliances and Reſpects do us 
ceaſe. The bleſſed Apoſtle, even when 
on Earth, told us, If he had known. an, 
after the Fleſb, he knew him ſo no more. 
For by the Reſurrection and Aſcenſion 
of our bleſſed Lord, he was tranſported _ 
into another World, and had Commu- 
nion with him as an Heavenly King, 
without low regards to the Temporal 
| Priviledge f Converſing with him on 
Earth. Our ſpiritual Relation is more 
near and permanent than the ſtricteſt 
and of Nature. Here we have all r 5} 
* ation to the ſame Heavenly Father, az 0 
- WatoJeſus; Chriſt the Prince of Peace, bo 
Ind Head of c our happy Fraternity. The 
it, rincipal Motives of Love, even n 
y oth, Are the inherent. Excellencies of . 
ch Perſg On. Wicom, Holineſs, God neſs 
ng 18 gre mighty A0 eh to x br — 
dur Nation, and produce a mare intimate 
Na- Nonfederacy of Souls, than Fropinguity, 
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8 ſible, 'adiyiner Beauty than what isCor- 


| Il | Senſual; which made the Royal Prophet 


Rl 85 rious Verthes requiſite to its Perfecti. 
= fuffer Injury. 


of Marble hidden in its Bofbm. 
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beautiful. And you have ſeen on Eürth, : 


my Epenetus, clearer Eyes than thoſe of | 
Fleſn, a purer Light than what is Sen- 


poral, and a nobler Love than what is 


declare, That all hie delight was in the Ex-. 
cellent. But even Spiritual Love has its r 
Allays below. For there are Relicks of 
Frailty in the beſt of Men there, and 
ſome Blemiſhes that render them leſ 
amiable. But here the Image of Go is 
cempleat, by the Union of all the glo- 


on; and every bleſſed Soul agrees exact. 
| 1 with the firſt Exemplar; a Divine 
Beauty ſhines in them, ever durable; 2 
Lone Beast, that darts no Contagious Fires, 
a Beauty that's inviolable, and cannot 


The true Worth'of the Saluts beloy 

is very little viſible, the leaſt part of i 
being ſeen : The Earkh is fruitful in it 
Plants and Flowers, but its Riches art 
in Mines of Precious Metal, and 2A 


Grace appears in ſenſible Actions; b 15 
75 ies Glory is within. But here weir re 
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ON pref Gop is revealed in them: 


And ah! how attractive is the Divine 


Likeneſs to an holy Eye! How does it 


raviſh me to ſee my Fellow-Saints ſhi- 
ning with an Immortal Lovelineſs! And 
their Love is reciprocal, proportionable 
to the Cauſe of it. An equal conſtant. 


Flame is here preſerv'd by pure Mate- 
rials. Here every one is perfectly Ami- 

| Wable, and perfectly Enamour'd with each 
other. And O how happy is this State 


vith all the Faithful Ones. Love is 


* w. How Excellent then muſt the Joy 
of 1 
in i 
5 al 
Veil 
17 1 
5 bi 
ir 


ory" e . 0 


— 


ay'd for, when” on Earth! That they 
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of Love! Well might the Pſulmiſt break. 
dut into that Rapture, Be hold, how good 
nd pleaſant it is for Brethren to dwell to- 
te in Unity! Had he then ſeen that 
appy Union which he'now here Spain bf 
S 


beauty and the Strength of alt Societies, 
nd the great Pleaſure of our Lives he- 


e of the Bleſſed here; who witneſs 155 | 
ccomplimment of what our Saviour 


3 1 One, as thou Father art in Me, and 
in Thee, that they alfo may be One in Vs. : 
he bleſſed Gop is abfolutely One in, - 
$ glorious Nature dun n uc there. — 
re is ae Vu of appy; and the l- 
the Sants. s LOVE, is 2 By 
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bright Ray of the Eſential Ba 5 . 
tween the 1 Perſons. | Here Love 
effectively transforms one Soul into a- 
another, and makes the Glory of each 
Saint redound unto the Joy of all. Such 
is the Power of this Coleſtial Fire, 
where We burn, it melts and mixes Souls | F 
in ſuch an intire Union, that by Com- 2 
placence and an intimate Joy, the Bleſ. o 
ſedneſs of All is, as it were, proper to Nc 
Every One; as if Every One were plac'd I St 
in the Heartsof All, and All in the Heart 
of Every One. And ſure here there i; 
Love like this, all needs muſt be Delight. 
And how can it be otherwiſe! 2. ſince in 
this bleſſed Society there's a continua 
_ Receiving and Returning, of Love aud 
ey, with mutual Reciprocations of Ei: 
dearment; and their Converſation and 
Iatercourſe i is Raviſhing. Think, Epc- 
itn What an Entertainment of Lore 
Joy there Ip | in the Preſence and 
— Diſcounts of dear Friends below; how 
do their mutual Aspect, like * Chain 
 *compos'd of Spirits lun minous and active, 
_ faſten 15 uche their Souls to ohe ano. 
th 15 50 dee We be no Aka 
Without A Nays, y 
* ee of I"; e ſeth in Ft is 1 
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Converſation.' But whatſoever is com- 
mendable in Friendſhip, is in Perfection 
here: And whatſoever is an Allay, oc- 
afion'd' by Mens Folly or their Weak- 
dels, is all aboliſh'd here. The Bleſſed 
here with over- flowing of Affection, re- 
count the Divine Benefits; and all thoſe 
admirable Methods, whereby the Life 

of Grace was firſt began, preſer vd; and 
carry'd on, amidſt Temptations; tgjge⁵ 
Succeſſion of Mercies, in the time of our 1 

Hopes, and the Conſummation of all, 

in this time of our Enjoyment. Have 

yon not yet heard, Epenetus, the Melody 
both Saints and Angels make about the 

Throne? And how they all concur in 

their Thanſgivings to God, for making 

of them Reaſonable Creatures, ſuch aa 
are capable both of Loving-and Enjoy _ |} 

wa Him; when they might have been 1 

def the loweſt Order in the whole Sphere 

and ef Beings: For his compaſſionate Care 
ond Providence overthem in the World: 
ut eſpecially for his ſovereign and ſin- 
gular Mercy, in Electing them to beVeſ= ., 
aus of Honour; and for his powerful 
end Prace, in reſcuing them from the cruel 
jeſſad ignominious Bondage of Sin : For \if 
cheſs free Love, that Juſtified them TIL __ 
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Wh  .. all theirGvilr, by the Death of his onfy 
3 s, of this delightful Exerciſe, but con- 
bdims and Seraphims about the Throne, 


| E. by rity and Power, and the Glory of his 
Wl Goodneſs. And O'how unſpeakable is 
being Harmonious, and contributing 


O cauld the World below but hear the 
Wl Eccho of thoſe Songs wherewith the Iz 


il” But beſides all that Happineſs that 
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90 The World to 


Son, and has now Glorified them with 
himſelf. We are never weary, Epene- 


tinually bleſs him for his Mercy that en- 
dures for ever. Yea, the winged Che- 


cry one to another, to exprefs their Zeal 
and joy, in, celebrating his Eternal Pu- 


the Pleaſure of this Concert! Every Soul 
his part to the full Muſick of Heaven. W., 


Heavens above reſound, thoſe Songs 
 Wherewith the Saints do here triumph, 
in the juſt Praiſe and ſolemn Adoration the 
of the King of Spirits, how. would it en, 
inflame their Deſires to be join'd with 


does here accrew to us, by the Know... 
|*- ledge of our Friends, Kindred and Re 
lations, and that which does reſult fro 
that Communion we have here with 
© Gop, and with each other; it is to me Sk 
m Epenerus, a mighty Happineſs Bare 5th 
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enj 27 in Underſtanding Getestet 
all thoſe deep and obſcure Myſteries of 


hies of the World below were not a- 


duſtry of their moſt anxtious Enquiries, 


ſeveral Parts of Scripture are fitted to 


author intended moſt to uſe them; all 
rhich are obvious to us here; and con- 


fro 


witl 


0 
57 


etween thoſe Texts, that in the Wor 


Religion, which the profoundeſt Rab- 


ſham'd to own they could not fully com- 5 
prehend; but after all the Toil and In- 


were reduc'd to ſit down with the great 
Apoſtle, Rom. 11.3. in Admiration of 
that Depth, whoſe Bottom they can ne- 
ver fathom. And I acknowledge that 
it is to me a mighty Pleaſure, that here | 
| underſtand thoſe obſcure Paſſages of - 

the ſacred Oracles, which notwithitand- 

ing all that bold Criticks and learned. 8 
Expoſitors have attempted to Illuſtrate, 
do to the World die remain fo ſtill: 
Nor can it well be otherwiſe, becanſe 
hey can't diſcern how exquiſitely the --- 


the ſeveral Times, Perſons, and Occur- 
ences, wherein their all-fore-ſeeing - 

equently we diſcern a perfect Harmon ox DR 
elo ſeem'd moſt at variance. Here, 1 


penetus, We have clearly Expounded to 
thoſe Naas of e 4 —— 
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92 The World to Come Or, 
have but too ee good 
Men upon Earth to queſtion God's Con- 
duct in the Government of the World; 
wWhilſt the Calamities and Perſecuttons 
of Vertue and Innocence ſeem approv'd 
by him, who accumulates Proſperity on 
their criminal Oppoſers. Here we are 
thoroughly convinced, that all thoſe 
— ſeeming Irregularities which the Hea- 
thens thought fit to impute to the gid- 
dy Whimſies ofa Female Deity, are not 
only conſiſtent with the Divine Juſtice 
and Goodnefs, but are Productions of it. 
And though ſuch a Belief do, to intelli- 
gent Perſons in the World below, ſeem 
aà great piece of Self-denial, yet here it 
does appear as Reaſonable, as there they 
fad it Difficult. For Bildad (who was 
one of Fob's well-meaning, but unkind 
il Comtocrters) has told us long ago, The) 
will that live upon Earth are but of yeſterday, 
WW - and know nothing, becauſe their Days then 
are but a Shadow: And the ſhortneſs of 
their Tranſitory Lives not permitting 
them to continue long enough Specta 
tors there, to ſee above a Scene or ty 
at moſt of that great Play acted by Mal 
Flad on the Stage of the World, it Nez 
no wonder that they are apt to Yar von wi; 
aura rd Ty 
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92 - The World to Come Or, 
hape but too a good 
Men upon Earth to queſtion God's Con- 
ducł in the Government of the World; 
Whilſt the Calamities and Perſecutions 

of Vertue and Innocence ſeem. approv'd 
by him, who accumulates Proſperity on 
their criminal Oppoſers. Here we are 
thoroughly convinced, that all thoſe 

- ſeeming Irregularities which the Hea- 
thens thought fit to impute to the gid- 
dy Whimſies ofa Female Deity, are not 
only conſiſtent with the Divine Juſtice 
and Soodnefs, but are Productions of it. 
And thougzh ſuch a Belief do, to intelli- 
gent Perſons in the World below, ſeem 
| a great piece of Self-denial, yet here it 
does appear asReaſonable, as there they 
al find it Difficult. For Bildad (who was 
one of Job's well-meaning, but unkind 
D Comforters) has told us long ago, The 
that live upon Earth are but of yeſterday, 
and know nothing, becauſe their Days then 
are but a Shadow: And the ſhortneſs of 
| their Tranſitory Lives not permitting 
tem to continue long. enough Specte: 
J tors there, to ſee above a Scene or ti 
i q at molt of that great Play acted by Man 
If - Kindon the Stage of the World, it exe 
„nas wonder that they are apt to 1 17 Malle 
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ſiniſter” Thoughts of the Contriver.ofa =} 
Plot, neither the Beginning fror End  |þ 
whereof they are acquainted with. But 
when once-the whole of the DivineCon- 
duct in the Adminiſtration of Things 
ſhall be diſclos'd, as here it is, all thoſe 
Revolutions and. Occurrences of En- 
pires, States, Families, and particular 
Perſons, which Mortals are ſo prone to 
quarrel with below, do here to us ap- 
pear'ſo juſt, ſo requiſite and ſeaſonable, 
that thoſe very things that while-we 
were on Earth tempted us to Deny 
op, do here engage us to Praiſe him: 
And indeed, we are not ſo properly 
datisfyd, as Raviſh'd, with the Beauty 
pf his Providence. . 83 0. 
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But, Epenetus, | beſides this General 
rrovidence of God, df whoſe Adorabe 
iſdom in the Conduct whereof I have . | 
bey een ſpeaking 3 we are-here-eſpecially | 
den ganſported with Wonder and Grati- - 
hci Wde-at thoſe Diſcoveries of the Divine 
 oWoodneſs, which he is pleag'd to make, 
ting the Reaſons of his Diſpenſations to- 
ec: Wards-each. one in particular 'O:Epe- 
utes; hayefeen towards my ſelf, not 
Mauuy the Neceſſity and Juſtice, but even. 
it e Mercifulneſs of thoſe very Afflictions 
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W ket Inipiited F 
_ © | tohis Severity: And I am now fully 
convinced, no Stroke I met with in the 
World below, (and you can tell, my 
ll Eponetus, that there I met with many, 
as well as great Afflictions) either came 
Toner, or fell heavier, or ſtaid longer, 
than the Occaſion that extorted it, ex- 


were never diſappoined, but ro- ſecure 


what at leaſt I thought then to be ſo) 
ever prejudiced, but when *twas more 
to the Advantage of what was truly 
WH ſuch. Yes, Epenetus, all that unwelcome 
- - Darkneſs, that on Earth ſurrounded my 


niſh'd, and did fo at the firſt dawning 
f this bright Eternal Day; wherein 
the Reſolution of all thoſe 1 

- which upon Earth not only exercisd 
be diſtreſsd my Faith, is een to 
* Reward it. 
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acted. And I am ſatisfied, my Hopes 


my Title to better things than what! 
hoped for. Nor was my Intereſt (or 


Purblind Underſtanding, is now va- 


Here, 1 (to draw to a Col. 


8 * clalio) we do not only converſe-withÞwy 
| Saints and Angels, but with tllat fai. 
more infinitely Glorious: Deity, . whoſMdie; 

| er an (cnn 
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Night. For we are here ſo taken up 


e f that Glorious Object, (in whoſe In- 

| ity all Goods are both included and 

r ilated) that Ages numberleſs, as are 
>) We Joys the Bearifick Viſton doth abound 


re {With;- will ſcarce afford us leiſure for a 
ly Nrerſion to any other Pleaſures than : 
me Woſe it ſelf Creates; which are ſo nu- 
my Nerous and ſo jatire, that we defire © 
va- thing that we have not, except more 
ning {Wngues to ſing more Praiſes to the 
rein ed God, or a Capacity to pay him 
ties ater Thanks for what we have: And 


ompliflyd. For otherwiſe the Refi. 
Con- Its of theſe bright Manſions do ſcarce 


at fuim; ehe 
. who Aitien reducin 
ata bg * 


on venjoy eee i Maker, God; EM 
and fee Him as He is, who is our All in 
All: Compriſing all the Goods we value: 
Iin the Creatures, more eminently and 
ully, than the bright Luminary of the 
Day excels the twinkling Tapers of the 


rich the Contemplation and Fruition 


1 thoſe Deſires does his gracious Ac- 
tance make, i in being but conceiv'd, 


Wi any other Want, than thatofNeed - 
eat Bleſſed neſs of our 
us to u happy Uſe- 
fy * o full a 
ii 1 Pre- 
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= Darkneſs, that on Earth ſurrounded my 


of this bright Eternal Day; wherein 


to his Severity: And 1 am now fully 
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convinced, no Stroke I met with in the 41 
World below, (and you can tell, my 14 
_ Eponetus, that there: 12 met with many, in 
as well as great Afflictions) either came ful 
ſooner, or fell heavier, or ſtaid longer, 


than the Occaſion that extorted it, ex- 
acted. And Tam ſatisfied, my Hopes wit 
were never diſappoined, but to- ſecure pf t 
my Title to better things than what I Wait 
| hoped for. Nor was my Intereſt (or Wilt 
what at leaſt I thought then to be ſo) 
ever prejudiced, but when *twas more 
- to the Advantage of what was truly 
| ſuch. Yes, Epenetus, all that unwelcome 


Purblind Underſtanding, is now va- 
niſh'd, and did fo at the firſt dawning 


the Reſolution of all thoſe Diffcultic | 
- which upon Earth not only exercisd Men th. 


but diſtreſsd my Faith, is granted to ptance 
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etihing Himſfelf: Hers: we.not if 
3 2 Heaven, but its Maker, God 
and fee Him as He is, who is our All in 
All: Compriſing all the Goods we value _ 
in the Creatures, more eminently and 
fully, than the bright Luminary of the 
Day excels the twinkling Tapers of the 
Night. For we are here ſo taken up 
with the Contemplation and Fruition ; | 
ff that Glorious Gbject, (in whoſe in? 
nity all Goods are both included and JB 
lilated) that Ages numberleſs, as are 11 
he Joys the Beatifick Viſion doth abouneaſaſ 
vith,” will ſcarce afford us leiſure for - 
iverſion to any other Pleaſures than 
hoſe it ſelf Creates; which are ſo nu 
jerous-and ſo intire, that we defire © - 
thing that we have not, except more 
ongues to ſing more Praiſes to the 
eſſed God, or a Capacity to pay him 
eater Thanks for what we have: And 
1 thoſe Deſires does his gracious Ac- 1 79 
tance make, i in being but conceiv'd;, - 
 {Wonplifyd. For otherwiſe the Refi. FE 
0- Its of theſe bright Manſions do ſcarce 
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96 «< The World to Come Or, 
.- Pre-poſſeſſionofall the Objects of Deſire, 
.- » Here Time, like Fire, having deſtroyd 
whatever it does prey on, does at laſt ; 
aie it ſelf, and fo goes out into Eternity. ; 
And here the Nature of our Joy is ſuch, , 
that tho' after ſome Centuries of Years, M ; 
they may ſeem to wax Older, by having 
| been enjoy d ſo many Ages, yet do they 
really ſtill continue as welcome and as 
| freſh, as at the firſt: "Tis the peculiar 
Property of our Felicity; it Always is 
the Same, yet Ever New. Wearineß 
ml argues Imperfection, either in the Ob- 
We jet, or the Appetite; the former of 
1 which is impoſſible in Gop, and the lat 
1 ee DEG 
Ill! For our Felicity is here ſo great, ther 
Zzẽzs no need of Variety to be a part of it: 
Dr if it does admit Variety, tis ſuch: 
one as conſiſts only in the further Knov 
lege of its firſt Object, Gop; like thWanc 
which may be ſeen on Earth in the em 
N verſiſied Refractions of the ſame ſpariW 1: . 
Will. | ling Diamond. In Gop there is, ii des 
* may properly fo ſpeak, ſuch an Identiq; niet 
Variety, that the Fruition of him bod, 
ſatifies and creates Deſires: Tho' Th 
withoutSatietyz and This, without Vic: ; 
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Cloaths Men uſually wear, grow ſtal 85 
and quickly are worn out; whereas 


ticipate of that Prerogative of the Gar- 
ments of the Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs, 


as the Needle once touch'd with the 
Loadſtone, would never uncompell'd 
for ſake it; but after-Ages cling no leſs 
cloſely to it, than at the firſt moment 
of their Union: So do the Bleſſed here, 
with the ſame undiminiſh'd Freſhneſs, 
ever poſleſs their Joys, as if cach mo- 


not improve by our Enjoyment of it, 
it is perhaps becauſe the Greatneſs of it 
does render it uncapable of Increaſing; 
Or it our Pleaſures do admit Acceſſion, 


rance that we have that we ſhall taſte 


lame renew'd Fruitions, to an Eternity; 
ndear'd by nothing more than by the 
niet leiſure it does afford us undiſtract- 
diy to employ it in Celebrating of Fe- 
9744s Praiſes; and in a Condition, hap- 


dan paſt: Suffering 11. In brief, Our In. 
n "Ho" 23 xhawnind 
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e Piſun of Heaven. 91 
thoſe Heavenly Pleaſures we enjoy, par- 


not impairing by being uſed long: But 


ment were the firſt that they poſſeſs d 
them in. And if our Happineſs does. 


they alſo do receive it, from the A ſſu- 


hem ever, and perpetually repeat the 


ier in-that by it we are paſt Doing, 
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multitudke of bleſſed Souls, that are Par- 


. . Fil wo Come Br, 
"exhauſted Joys are here ſo Numbertet, 
and fo Immehſe, that. we ſhall Need (as 


well as Have). Eternit it ſelf to tai: 
them fully. 


r e Epenctuu, you ſtill are { 
oy an the Body, and may be tired Wit! EE 7 
Hearing what I could be for ever a Be. 2 
lating ; fo vaſt is the Happineſs that ! WM ”* 


poſſeis, and ſo great Pleaſure is there l 
relating it. I ſhall now therefore only 85 
Further add one Property of our enjoy'd i 
Happineſs; and that i is, That the vaſt 


takers of this Joy and Glory, does de-. 
tract nothing from each pravate Share, 0 
nor leſſen the Propriety each happy Sam W'7 4 
has an it in particular: This Ocean oe 
Felicity being ſo Bottomleſs, that the h 
innumerable Company of all the Saints Pell « 
and Angels never can exhauſt it: Nor”. 
is this ſtrange at all; for in the World ©” | 
below, which does couliſt of many b 


cious Countries, and many of em du 
ded by large Seas from one ehe 
each ſeveral Nation does alike enjoy th 
Benefit of Light; nor is there any 
complain chat they enjoy it leſs, becau 
another does 7997 it too; but all cn 


da Brock © as” Kur, Bs if, none ell e 
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joyd it but themſelves. Indeed there is, | 
this difference between theSun of Righ- 
teouſaeſs, and that which ſhines upon 
the World below, That whereas the Lat- 
ter, by his Preſence, eclipſes all the Pla- 
nets.Chis Attendants;) the Former, tho? 
radiant with a much greater Splendor, 
| will by his Preſence impart. it to his 
| Saints; and fo the great Apoſtſe of the 
| Gentiles does inform you; where he ſays, 
en Chriſt, who is onr Life, ſhall appear, 
then ſhall we appear alfo with him in Glor. . 
It is the Language of each bleſſed Soul 
to his Redeemer, I am my Beloved's, and 
Wy Beloved ig mine. For each. have a 
peculiar claim unto him. And David 
(who, when he liv'd on Earth, was ſo 
Vl SkUPd in finging Songs of Praiſe to 
is Redeemer) ſays of all them that put 
err Truſt in God, That he ſhall hun- 
th ſatisfie them with the Fatne(s of his 
louſe, and make them drink of the River 
bis Pleaſures: As if he meant to ini 
pate, That as when a multitude of Per- 
is drink of the ſame River, none of 
10-215 able to exhault it, and yet each 
chem has the full liberty of drinking 
uch as he can, or as much as he could, 
be none but himſelf ſhould be allow'd. - 
at WS: 8 
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him ſo intirely, in relation to his Capa- 


dtghat which might be fd yet'tis nous! K 


itz for none can fully know the Hap pi. 


7 of that Happineſs; which, throuz i i 


fxoo. The World to Page "Or | 


to drinkof! it: So whoſoever: enjoys 
enjoys him wholly ;-or at leaſt, enjoy: 


city, that the Fruition of whatſoever 
reſts un-enjoy'd in God, is forbidden b) 
the Immenſity of the Object, and not th: 
Pre- olleilion of his Rivalss. 
Thus, Epenetus, I have given you 2 
brief Account of our Celeſtial Can a 
?Tis not indeed the thoufandth part ct 


| 

t 

to let you ſee, it is a Laud flowing w F 
Milk and Hon ey: And may well enor n ( 
ſerve to Whet your Longing for a no: i 4 
Fruitive Experimental Knowledge of 2: 
Pl 


.. neſs we here enjoy, until they com: vil b 

h be Partakers of it. Id 
Epen. Junius having finiſn'd his car 
Ccepllent Diſcourſe, l return'd him ma! IS z 
Thanks; alluring bim, that I was t tha 


from being Tired with hearing it, 
1 was exceedingly Delighted, as wel: 
informed by it; and that Lcould not b! 
be much pleaſed 3 inhearing a Deſcri7:q 


great Super-abounding Merits of i 
bleſſed Redeemer, I hop'd in 4 {i 
time to be Partaker dene 


j 
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4 down, is what is 


far more than I have told you. You'll 
hear, and ſee, and know things then, af- 
ter another rate than now you do. Your 


Ears a'nt fitted now to hear thoſe Melo-. 


dies that Saints aud Angels make before 
the Throne, nor can your Tongue repeat: 
thoſe Songs of Praiſe which here the 
Bleſſed make continually. Your Eyes 


| (tho? ſtreagthned above thoſe of other Pj! 
Mortals) can't yet bebold the Bright- 


neſs of the Glory that fills this happy 


Place: Though I muſt grant what you . 
have icen, has given you more ſaitable 
Idea's of it, than all that dwelt below 


Heaven. 10 © 
Jun. To wait with Faith and Patience 
(reply'd the happy Junius) until your 
Mortal Body be laid dc | 
now your Work: And then you'll know . 


can make of Heavenly Things: Which | 
is a Favour ſo great and inexpreiſible, W AR 


that you have mighty Cauſe to magni= | 


fie his great excceding Grace, throuzht | {8 


* 


whoſe abundant Good neſs you were ad- || fy 


mitted hither. 1 
Epen. That bleſted Work (ſaid I) F 


never can begin too ſoon; and 'tis a 
Work I hope will never end; but be as 


laſting as the Cauſe of it. But Junius,” - WI | 


ſince I have had the happineſs of this [$1 


5 * 


" yoz The World to dont: Ur, 


| Converſe: with you, May I: not. alſo. Fe 
my Mother here? (For I am ſure ſhe is 
among the Bleſſed) Sheearly did inſtru® 
mne in the Things of God, and caus'd me 
every Day to read the holy Scriptures: 
Ber Pious Exhortations firſt of ah made 
Me look after Heave nly and Eterna! 
Things; and on her Dying Bed, gave 
me a Charge, (whatever others did) te 
' ſerve the Lord: She, Jam ſure, would 
much rejoice fo te me in this Place. 
Fun. Your Mother, Epenetus, is here 
indeed, and will, no doubt, Exult and 
Joy in God on y our account, as ſhe con- 
tinually does on ber own: But ia thi; 
happy Place, W orldly Relations ceaje. 
Nor is there 71ale and Female her £ bur ail 
Aker lite the Angels: for Souls can't be $f 
. ſtinguſhd into Sexes: And therefore a 
+ Relations here are ſwallow'd up in cap D: 
However, ſhe whom you. ca! d Mother 
in the World below, you thall ſee Drs. 
ſently.— He had ao ſooner ſpoke, og 
taking me by th Hand, far ſwifter the 
an Arrow from a Bow, we paſs'd by fe- 
| veral ſhining Forms, cloath? d in the Rob:s 
of Immortality, ho ſeem'd to wonder a. 
me as! pas d em; which I thought | Was 


occaſion d by my bring there! in the poor 
„ ages 


— 


Form) ſaid to me, 


dian Angel will be with you ſtraight, 
low : Where, when you come, remem- 


the, mighty Wonders of Divineſt Love, 


las to admit you hither, and with Cor- 
Loren Eyes to ſee the Immaterial Glo- 
Iries of the Bleſſed. 


We, I ſtraight drew near the ſhining, 
Worm that took } before me, who, com- 
Pessd round with Rays of dazling Lu- 
Fre, appcar'd extreamly Glorious: EF 
ardly could behold her for the ex- 


r elſe it ſeem'd to me ſo, becauſe ] 
han on Elijah, or the Noble Junius. 
18 Saf T joy to fee you cloachd in t hat 


r ehe. Rebe of Glory, as an Inhabitant ef 
28 e BET theſe 
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Raps of frail Martality. — But Junius 
having brought me to my Mother, (for 
fol thought her, tho'then [ſaw a ſhining 


Jun. Farewel, my Epenetus, have now | 
done What you defir'd me: Your Guar- 


and Re- conduct you to the World bo- 


mi that you do not ceaſe to- Celebrate 


ho has © far indulg'd your Weakneſs, . 


Epen. The Noble Junius having left 


bedingBrightneſs of her Countenance, 


ok d with more Intenſeneſs on her, 


— — 4 

2 * —— — — 
— i s 
— —— — — — — 


9 5 for granted“ twas my Mo- 
5 „ thus addreſsd her, 4 deareſt 
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| 1 wed 1 Realms of Tight and Immvr- 
FONG raliry. . 


O's iſt out unto the loathing of my Perſon, © 


Mother. Dear Epthetrs, ( aid my wy 
ther tome) For what Iam, to Him tha 

on the Throne, and to the Lamb, 2 all 

the Praiſe and Glory; for He alone it 
has made me ſo. This Robe of Glo-, | 
which you fee me wear, is only the Re. 
Aettion of his own bright Beams! A' i 2 
Epenetus, had not the Bleſſed, for ec \ 


Bleſled, Redecming, Jeſu, firſt art a 
me with bis Robe Fo Righteouſneſs, | WW ©: 
never ſhould have worn this Robe « & iN 
Glory. I do not ask you, Epenets, (e . 
cContinu'd) how you come thus to oe de! 
admitted here; for I have had alread mw BJ 
from Elijh, a full account of tia; Of « 
and muſt acknowledge the Divine Con- Þrc 
deſcenſion has been exceeding great u? 
this Permiſſion: for which, Etera: cont 
Praiſe be given to Him. Ah, Epene: u!M'S ©: 
Thorough how many Dangers daes Di Nig] 
vine Grace conduct our Souls to Glory Moves 
] cannor think, but with the moit i Tod; 


miring T houghts of Divine Love, nopru: 
near 1 once was to Eternal Ruine e. 
once was Poor, and Blind, and Nai! 


"if e in my Filth * Blood: But | 
id 


„ 10 
— — 
Rey 9 — — _ » 'G 
— — — — * _ = 
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; 6 I" % * *. 4 : 

*. - 1. 5 a... * 
2? f 


4 l 


8 $4, Viſions F Heaven. Ls 105 1 fi 


the abundant Grace that found me in 
that wretched. ſad Condition, and yet 
to me made it a time of Love 5 Waſh'd . 


me from all thy Filthineſs, and Purg'd me 
from my Sin! I once was, nothing elſe 
but Darkneſs : But © Miraculous and 
happy Change! I now am full of Eight, 
and Love, and foy: IT once was Poor and 
Miſerable, but now I am Enrichd withe 
all that Heaven can give, or I receive: E 

once was Naked, and expos'd'to Shame, 
but now 1 am adorn'd with Robes t- 
Light and Glory: Lonce was under Sen- 


. Wl tence of Eternal. Separation from the 
divine Preſence; but now am poſſeſt 


of Gop, my only Life, and Joy, and Su- 


he Comperiſon of theſe ſo wide anck 
contrary Extreams! and O how pleaſant: 
is te bright Day of Eternity, after a 
Night ſo dark and ſotempeſtuous! How: 
does a vivid Senſe of thoſe paſt Exils, 
roduce a tar mare lively Feeling and. 
*r11y0n of my Happineſs: This makes. 

de Everlaſting Hallelujahs, that! ſing; 
my Victorious Deliverer, more, ra- 
bing, and more harmonious. 

Epen. I muſt confeſs I was amaz'd to- 
d my Mother in ſuch an Extaſie and 


C. 1 . 9 « 
of 7 * * 7 - 
. * 
. - ? 
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, jp 1 
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4 


dream Good: O bow Tranſporting is. ; 


I muſt tell you, Epenetus, you're far ! more 
dear to me, as you are one that love and 
fear the Lord, and fo through F ach are 


in enjoying Him, we enjoy all that y we 


boy, when i was carried thither f 


"ue" 6 The World. 55 . 6 or. 
holy Tra nſport: And. could not forbear 


ſaying, A "my dear Morher, you ſpeak [ihe [ 


one that is indeed in e and feel the fc 
mighty Joys you are poſſeſt of E 
Moth. O Epenerlis, (ſhe 00s 4 again) Ef 
You ſhould not think this ſtrange! The MF” 
mighty Wonders of Divine Love and 


Grace will be the Subject of our Songs 
forever. Nor ſhoul you call me fothe; | 
here, altho' 1 once was fo; for here 

ſuch Relations ceaſe, and are all al. 
low d up in Gov, whois alone the Great 
Father of all this heavenly Family: And 


his Adopted Son, than as you are che 
Son born of my Body. Tis here Our 
greateſt Mercy, t that we have God, t 
Fountainof ous Happiness; and all that 
we enjoy is in and through n 4 
is an Object that's every way io ade 

to all our moſtenlarg 4C apacities, 


can ask ar think. 
Epen. Ithen deſird to knowif 1 on 1g 
tell her in w. hat Condition L left my oy 
ther and my Brethren in the World 


„ — 


2 . 
— 9 —— PIN 20 


* 
— 
2 


Fine ＋ Heaven, | 1 


Moth: e ft No: Foce 
have put the ge off, have with that 
too put off all Relations in the Fleſh : 
Here Gov (ſaid ſhe) is All in All unto- 

ne have no Husband but the bleſſed- 
un idegroom of my Soul, he who i is fairer 
Fan the Children of Mew; who is alone. 
| /olirable to me: 7 Age have I here any 
lations elſe: We are all Children of 


. mn whoſe bleſſed Service is our per- 
-2 Freedom. And as for thoſe 1 left 
be kind me in the World below, 1 have: 
Committed them toGop, in whoſe good 
icafure I am happy, whatſoever it be- 
hall be glad and heartily rejoice to- 
Ic em all Heirs of this bleſled Inhert- 
knce : For 93 | !hall be well aſfur'd 


duld cloſe in with the Grand Enemy 
heir Kalxation, and refuſe the Grace- 
at's ofer'd 'em, and thereby periſh in. 
eir Unbelief, Gov will be glorified in- 
5 JUICE, and in his Glory 1 ſhail tz] 
| y ce, But fincc, dear Epenerus, yon, 
Th i; deſcend again juto the World be- 
bu cannot better ſnew your Love 
985 and Zeal for the Promoting of 
Glor! 10 than by endeazouring to turn, 
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2 Father. here, Ae Gotta e of one 


ic Will of Gop is ſo. But if they 
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fore me, cloath'd in long Rabes, whit: 
as the Morning's Brightneſs, and purer 
far than any thing that ever yet deſer 


Salvation to aur God, which fits upon 0 h 


Company, who had a very glorion: a 
Pearance, and covered their Faces witl 


anfwered them ſaying, Amen: Bl: ſing 


eur Cod for ever and ever, Amen. 


Wa * 


K * 
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them from the Ways of Righteouſne!. : 


Nor do you know but that might be 
one end why this peculiar Privilege hae 


been allow'd you. 
Whilſt Iwas thus diſcourfing with: 
Mother, a numerous Company, paſs'« |. 


that Name, each 1 Crowns of Olo. 
ry on their Heads, which ſparkled fort! 
refnige at Luſtre; and each one Carry in! 


in their Right E and a Palm eo hg ; 


And. as they paſſed by, I heard'em % i 


Throne, and to the Lamb: And anor 


their Wings, whom I took to be Angel 


aud Glory, 4 and Wiſdom, and Thank(g tv 
and Hanonr, and Power, and Might, be an 


Ithen enquired what that great Con 


pany were, that were array'd in © 5 


ments of fo pure a White, with Pans 7; 
Victory in heir Hands? And Iwas w h7 
they were the Noble Company of A bat. 


* ho a endured . Tr bu tot 


11 


* 


1 —— 1 chen ask 2 5 per a 0 
came? And 1 was anſwer'd, They came 
from under the Altar, where they had 
been crying, How long, O Lord, holy and 


true, doſt thou not Fudge and Auenge our: 8 0 ö 


Blood on them that dwell on the Earth? 


Epen. [ thought that all the Saints 1 
here had that Reſt, and Peace, and 0 | 
in God, which di id not permit them ta all 


have any Thonghts of Reven ge towards 


tors in the World below, even at thæ 


and it ſeems ſtrange to me, that meek. | 


000 ter'd here in Heave | 
z 4th. The Saints 55 do indeed po, 
ſeſs that Reſt, and Peace, and joy in God, 


7 72 of Hons, 109 Rt 
e 1419S $ 
tions in 151 eWorld, and laid down their, lll} 
Lives for the Word of God, and the Teſti . 
12 7 0 which 1 4 held, had now their Robe 25 11 


their fellow-Creatures: And I was the 0 . 
more inclin'd to think fo, becauſe many 
of them had pray'd for- their Pe rec 


EN 


very Stakes, and when they have toe 
ander the Hands of the Execationersy”® 


Ing that forgiving 9 it ! ſhoukd be ale, bf 1 


which is the Sum of all their Happigeſß; 20 9 15 
but: having reſign'd themſelves intirely W889 
do the. Divine Good Wanne; they can- 4 
not | JI &} 


Bat 
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. The World 1 to | Comte J Or, 
5 Bot but deſire God's Will may be FAY 


Tribulation to them that have troubled them; 

a that he docs deſign to glorifie him- 
16 elf, by bringing down his Judgments on 
the Antichriſtian Whore, who hath made 
ws her ſelf drunk with the Blood of the Saints 
We of the Martyrs of Jeſus, they cannot 
5 ur deſirè the Will of God may be done, 
ad that his Name may be glorified ; 


| 2 executing Judgment upon the grea! 
if Whore; for when Babylon 15 falle n, i 
new Song ſhall be put into their Mouths ; 

{ Fand then it all be ſaid, Rejoice over her, 
1 bon Heaven, and ye boly Apaſtles and P. 


| bea ſhall they ſing, Alteluia I Satwatics. 
and Glory, 21 Honour, and Power, unt 
i ' the Lord our God, for True and 17 0 7 
0 are his Fudg ments; for he hath judged tn. 
rear Whore, which did corrupt the Earth 
au her Fornication, and bath avenges 
"the Blood of his Servants at hey hand; an 
| therefore Praiſe our Gad, all ye bis Servant-, 
Lud ye that fear his amt: both Small tit 
Great. And again they fits Alleluia. 
| That het c:ying, under he Altar, Hi. 
Dh,” lone 


of ird i in all reſpects; and therefore know-. 
ie that it is the Will of God to render 


which they kaow will be the Reſult of 


141 for God hath avenred you of her. Yes, : 


he Earth, 1s not out of any deſire of RA 
enge, but that Gov may be glorifies 7 
or his Righteous Judgments. 05 
Epen. Having dec lar my Satisfaction 1 


2 
47 


[ 
ther the Soak 55 = Ble ed. and erte 
what Afﬀatis were Tranb ine in th; 
W orld below, and whether they haſh bs 
ny Concern therein? 0 

1 To this ſne reply'd, The. Sum te 
of all our Knowledge here, is to nobel oh 
Gb, the Fount: ain of our Happineſs; 


Bat as to the Affairs of particular Per. x; 1 | 


Hons, we are not concern'd with them; Vee” 
ind : ire ignorant of em, being {till 9 3 Ea 

, tho" glorify's Crea cures: The be- 0 
9 d in all places, is an Attribute 
DEC Salas o God alone, to whoſe ſeght e- i 


7 


. {OF A aye $1 ILY. af the « Char ch De. JV8 in LY | 1 
heir Milftant State, is repre * to 1 
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(e ature 15 manfels. Tho the brosperſz a 1h 


S by I” Angels, who are AHiniſring Spig fy 9 4.8 
oy ſeat forth to miniſter to thoſe fy fat, Th Bb 
Road of Salvation: And from Wag 1 i M 
if * learn by chem, we are excited ta 1 \- { Th! 
our Pra: dies to him that, ſits den, 7 115 
be Thron, and 20 the Lamb, for cr 1 


E 6 AF The World to e : Or: | 
N61 r The Am die Providences of God in H. 
bDeliverance and Preferyation of his 
"DLO . P burch, being what we reflect upon with 
the greateſt Pleaſure and Delight, aud are 
praiſe God for with the greateſt Arden. WW 72 
; 6 en of Affection, deſiringalſo that his G 5 
5 8 and his People's Happineſs may be 
il 5 0 nſummate, by the Redemption of the 
| | 4 15 Whole Church, which ſhall not be till rhe 
5 he Bride hatin made her {elf ready, and tie 
5 ſtical Body of Chriſt be compleated. 
WE. Eperr. | then told her, I would only 
wo Ask her one thing more, (for I belie- 4 
1.8 5 my Conductor was ready to come for 
Vi = me) and that was, In whai manner thc 
1 time was ſpent in this bleſſed 8 anc 
bat their general Con verfation Wi ld 
bother was ? 105 
| 9 Mot h. To this ſhe reply'd, O my E þ: | by : 
155 4 eu,! How much does that Clog of '\ or do che 
iy you {till bear about you, cloud your Aut TI 
| EET in theſe bright! Re: Ha 25 
„ 5 A C Ppi. 
dbons? You ſpeak of Us as ſtill cloat! her 4 
0 With Mortal Fleſh, and conſider not cha g Ree 
1 ere Mortalit) is fwallow'd ap of Liſe, and of the 7 
14 5 me is chang'd into Eternity, Without Ho 
11 * acceſſon or End. Tis true indeed, that Pee 
16 in the World below, there's a continual Nature 
e, which is divided i.nlf 
e Oury 
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Vb ons 55 Heaven... 5 


Hou 18. 5 Days, a ad Weeks, a nd Nonch OP i 
and Years : But here there's no fu! 

ching; here is no Ni ght by which Days; 7 af 
are iſtinguiſh'd, nor Circling Orbs that . i 


make the ſeveral Seaſons of the Year) 
but one Eternal Undivided Point lag 
here for ever. And therefore, Epene ria | 


here's no Time to ſpend. . 5 il 
But then, as to the other part of your. | . 


Queſtion, what our general Converia=7 1 {Mb 


tion with each other is? Eternity ca 
only fully anſwer it: We all have W ork 


N to do, throughout the numer us 5 Y Tr 
Ages of Eternity; and that ſo very plea- 9 Y 


ſaut and Ny bk it both creates our! 


0 188 
y, and ſtill increaſes it. What is there N 


more delightful to the Soul than Know- 


And as our Knowledge does increaſe, {> 
do the Adorations we pay to the Divine 
author of it: For this is our pechlig 
an that all our Diſquiſitions 


luſtrate the high Praife and Adoration'y 


How many Wondersof the Deity, my 


n 


ledge? And you may then ſoon think a | 
Low vaſt a Field we have to trace it ing! 4s vl j 


here, of whatſoever kind, tend to ils 2 j 
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‚ Wa do ſhine forth i in the Works 055 * 1. 
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1 8 lie hid and hdifcoverd unto the bn 1 
borate Enquirers into them? How bar 
things are there below, you know mut 
er how are done, and yet are well alli. ies, 
1 (red that they are? Who can tell how : 
N Wy Tree grows from 12 Seed, Or a variegated | 
| Ws 11 out any Diverſity? And yet that f 
Wy ir does, is evident enough. , 
88 Why the Magnetick Stone attract the 
8 1 Needle, or Amber picks up Stra ws, ere 
flu I dome of the Arcand's of Nature, wiici 
| Wo 5 puzzles the wiſeſt of Mortals, to tell 
. Y that ſecret Sympathies it came to 
* 1 bass altho? the matter of Fact be very 
16 obvious. Theſe things are made intel 
#*Hgible here, and all their occult Caulcs 


9 125 laid open to our View, which likes ils 


bv * . 
ars 2 ite Gur humb Ble Lb Adorations : Gi id 


* {renewed Praiſes to Him, who is {0 E. 
6 7 nt 4 in Working. 

1 And then again, The wondr ous Mig "= 
hi fy ira well as Contextures, of the 
77; Jeſtial Orbs, (which vain Peers i il 
* 80 +:yain pretend to penetrate) are here bo! 
in their Cauſes and Effects, made know 
uato the Bleſſed, who being AIPd wit 
. Aisbel Admiration, adore the ever-blc/[t6 
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15 God for all his W ks of Wonder. 
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Job 3 7 we have this Know led 98 15 . 
barely by a {imple Intuition, but by t de 1 1 
mutual Exerciſe of our di curſive Facul 
ties, whereby our Knowledge {fill be⸗ or, 1905 4 
comes Progreſſive. Nor del deny, but, j i 14 
that by Intuition our here enlarged Fa- Ek Tit 
culttes receive a great Addition: Soo 144 
here we at one View can behold more, fn 
han we can do Succeſſively below in ma- 
y Years; To which the Swiftneſs of our 1 
ſotion does alſo much contribute. „ 
But farther yet, The Works of Gop's ir 
mighty Providence, and with what 
ondrous Wiſdom he has over-rub(g ä & 
id govern'd all Events, is ſucha Theme. !*, 
well becomes us here to be continua. r04 
contemplatipg; and which the more N 


e view, the are e find occaſion ſtill 
He ER 


magnifie the great and glorious Nad WH 
the great Author of our 0 o 1 

oft Contemplations, Epencrus, has of- Va! 
been exceedingly delightful to me, 

en zu the World below, where I a 

1 z but very dar! kly, and loſt much 
he Beauty of them, by reaſon of the 

that was ypon my Purblind Un- 5 

funding, by means of which I could 


ſe far off. But now, 200% all 6 


N 
1 45 


cos 


. 7 "ety 


FIR %, „ be World # to Come : 0 or, 


9 4 1 And perfected, and 1 can fee the whole, J blege 
of what 1 then had but a ſhort and an- her ef 
5 


imperfect view of, how much more plea- nothj 
Na vs Fant and delightful muſt it be! How N would 
much more muſt itmagnihe the Wisdom het, 
785 . 4 | * 4 
1 of the great Contriver ! | To ſee Men 


Dei NI. 


1 5 . long Fr 
nl eager in the Proſecution of their ownfſſ+hj; 


this ti! 


. Wi © Deſigns, and the fulfilling of their Ist, peror, 

not having a regard to any thing bel tes Empir 
> 2 bs the ſatisfying of themſelves; and yet Mia his 
by er Te how all theſe things are over-rul'd {cendeg 
. | The effecting of the divine good PlexiireMmen + 

5 and bringing things, long fince decregand he 
do pass, altho' thoſe Inſtruments kne Bethe he 


8 405 bing of i it, is indeed well beirtinMy:< the 
| bi. 3 who is ſo Wonder fu! in Counſel, Abe Tz x7, 
Excellent in Working : To whom beGldecreeq 
We ry, and Bleſſing, and Praiſe, through Mm ch. 
. 10 ide endleſs Ages Of Eternity. ea pi 
Fes 2 Thus the Eternal Father had derreWhis getti 
our Great Redeemer ſhould be born iis , thre 
10 1 1585 Bet hele hem: For ſo the Prophet Mi Ti aling it 
wn 4 * had declared, ſaying, But hy _ "et bout the 


5 153 Ephrata, though thou be little amen Mlb impor 
ory 

. by 1927 out, of Judah, yet out of thee 0 the Ne; 

. 0 come forth unto me, who is to be Feline Znifie 


Vrael, whoſe 951 s forth have been | ing Pro 
0e, from Everlaſting. But hege Event 


15 Ame. drew near he d be my *cOples 0 


1 if 5 1 * 


© ous 2 


Fi ons of '. = Dy. 117 5 * 111 
eſſed 1 liv'd at Nazareth, with 4 1 vg | 
r eſpouſed Husband Teſeph, 10 e oo 
>thing elſe but to lye-in t 

ould have contradicted what the Pros 
het Micah by Divine Inſpiration bad it 
ng ago foretold : And therefore at 
us time Auguſtus Ceſar, the Roman Em- 3 


eror, Puts out a Decree, that all che 90 1 4 #10 


mpire ſhould be Tax'd, and each one 10 0 Ml Fi 
i his own City from wheace he de- „ 


ended, and that both Men and Wo- ; « AY od | 15 


den: This caus'd the Bleſſed Virgin, % ſ . 
nd her eſpouſed Husband, to go to, Za ph 
zethlehem, (big as ſhe was, and far as. 10 


ras the wa y) that they might there 
e Tax'd, es to what Ceſar nad 
lecreed; and there the Lord of Li 
nu!t then be born, according to What 1 434 
Micah propheſied. Cefar aim'd only at *h N 
lis getting Money; and yet that Aimof RE 
bis, through the Divi ine Wiſdom over- 10 5 7 1 
raling it, was made a Means to bring Ul i 
about the fulfilliug of the Prophecy, in 
fo important a matter, as the Birth of 
the Meſſiah. This tends exceedingly to 8 Bi 
M agnifie the mighty Wiſdom and over: NY Wi | 
1 Providence of God, who goveras 5 A 1 
all Events to his own Glory and bis . 
reoples Good, e 
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The « Werld ta « Come: SG Wen 
v ot "5 You knew a Perſon, Epenetus, Kr the our 
EE World below, who having propos'd to not 1 
900 1 a ſee a Friend, and ſtay at his Houſ: f 295 11 
i ZJome Days, fell down as he was getting Droug 
up on Horſeback, and broke his Leg, % one 
0 5 Which put a ſtop to his intended jo Te Chorus 
0p ey: This he eſteem'd a very great, Pale 


"i Hiction; but in a few Days after recei d ation 
1 . Anteligence that his Friend's Houſe vas ff "© ere 
bw); alva burnt that very Night that | neſs, w. 
+ 55 added to have lain there, and all the ; Thus 
"+ People! in it, This made him look on alt Qu 
i that which he at firſt thought to bn derſt 
1 0 lichen, to be a Mercy to him; and Cloathec 


tan ti 
On av 
anmen 
e Grlox 
on Nave 
et, o 1 
our ſelf 


that the breaking of his Leg, was but i; 

order to the ſaving of his Life. Many 
dich Inſtances bf Divine Love and Good- 
4) nels might be. given, which here the 
Bleſſed retain alively Senſe of, and men- 
wt tion in their Songs of Praiſe and Halle 
. to God and to the Lamb. 


Again, my E penetus, He re all the Bio. Wer Ap 

64 are Eternally Em 109 0 in (i inging por ſelf, 

wa [Praiſe to Him, who by his wondrons ares ng 
1000 oy Grace has brought 'em to his Glory. ſp, leſt 
f bete we ſee plainly that Gulph of b. o m1 
Verlaſting Ruine, in which we were s that 

i ire to plunge our ſelves, had he not | jog the: 
s 8 4. our Way. He often hedg'd up ity Wil 


Our 


— p , Aa 
* —— — — 4 — 3 4 — — 


: 46, | 8 
. > F- i 2 ons fr Heaven. 
ur Wi 
ot Travel to Deftrution. The vari- 


us methods of his Grace, whereby he's! 
2 155 us to himſelf, we here repeat 1 1 
) one another, and join in one great N 
harus to his Praiſe: And whilſt we a je IN 
raiſe him thus, he ſtreams forth Ema- "5 
ations of his Grace upon us, whereby 8 


«2 


e are aſſimulated more into his LiKe= . 


e which is our higheſt Happineſs. e e 
Thus, Epenerus, 1 have anſwer'd your 19 
iſt Queſtion, which you will better 
nderſtand, when you ſhall come to be 
loathed with Immortality. In che je! 
nean time, walk worthy of the Grace | 
On have received; and let not your At- 70 © 
anments puff you up, hut give to God ny } 
be Glory of his Grace; and. let rs 1 
on have ſcen and heard have this ef- 0 0 | 
it, to make you fo much more abhoßfß, “ 
dur {elf for your own Vileneſs. Thee 1! hi 


— 


Ln 


a r 

. — —_— 
— 2 XI > = -wv at Ape” SY Sat 
2 


eat Apoſtle of the Gentiles, who liköt—g 1g Wi! | 


our ſelf, was once admicted hither, de. 
ares he ſoon met with a Thorn in tu 


us that he had receiv'd: Let his Ex, Fs 
ple therefore keep you humble; Hu- 
* will be "ou beſt e 3 fuck") 
8 


10 4 ) 
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ſv, leſt he ſhould elfe have been puft 1 8 | ot | 
1 100 much for the abundant Revela- 1 115 


$ 2 12 be World to Cone 1 1 8 
„ l, whilſt he the Proud de- tou 
eees. I ſe your Guardian Angel's (| and 5 
ec ming towards you; and therefore, E- as the 
Wer farc-you-well til next you come, I who 5 
* * then we'll part no more. © Thror 
Fc. She had no ſooner ſpoke, but theref, 
tler e arted; and the bright Form that I miſion 
* 3 me from the World below ; int likewit 
this Place of Happineſs, was preſent with leave t 
ane: To whom, as I was buwing, I took 1 
Ang. Bow to the Throne, (ſaid he) and Mortal; 
6 „ to me; I have already told you, an he thy 

: ry fellow "Creatur e; and therefore worjnig Mihalt jix 
be ks od alone, for he doe is worthy of Aber here. 
bon. -Haſt thou obſery'd theſe Heaven- Epen. 

255 Manſions well? | ud as j 
WEE Eper. I then reply d, 1 have obſer"! or ro le. 
ind havc almoſt been raviſh'd with hei hich dic 
1 Glory: but even here I could but ce. iould- h. 
apart; their Splendor was too Bright ut that] 
aud roo Diaphanous for my BeholdingMaut +, les 
And yet the Sight was ſo extream te ich tur 
5 r that I could with L might it owever, 
; here for ever. line Ge 
eiel. 1 have, 108070 the Ange!, Fturn'd f 
5 mitten to Re- conduct you to d there 

2 . orid below : Not only to the Eariſ re-cond 
BL Hom whence I took you, but to tie comfe 
4 By Regions of thePrince of Darkneſs, 4 Fan inti: 
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PFiſiont of Heaven. - 121. 

u may'{t there ſee the Reward of Sin, 

1 what incenſed Juſtice has prepar'd; 
the juſt Judgment of their Rebellion, 
o would exalt themſelves above the 
1rone of the moſt High. But do not 
zrefore be afraid; for as Thave a Com- 
fon to bring thee thither, ſo have 1 
tewiſe to bring thee back again, and 
we thee in the World from whence 
ook thee, till thou haſt there put off 
ortality; and then I ſhall once more 
> thy Conductor hither, where thon ji 
alt live for ever with all the Bleſſed» 
ere. | 1 7 7 | 6. 14 
Epen. Theſe laſt Words of the Angel 

id as it were put new Life into me: 

or ro leave Heaven for Earth, was that 
rich did extreamly d iſcom poſe me, and 
ould- have render'd me unconſolable, 
ut that knew the Divine Will was ſuch, / - 
ut to leave Heaven for Hell, was that 
ich turn'd my very Heart within me. 
owever, when I knew that it was the 
vine Good Pleaſure that I ſhould be 
turn d from thence: to Earth again, 
d there put off Mortality, and then 
re- conducted up to Heaven, I was a 
le comforted, and found within my wh. 
fan intire Reſignation to the Will ß 


* 


8 ů 


ts - -The Wald ro Come . Or, 


Gov; 5 and therefore ſaid with: Tome Al- 
ſuvance to my bright Conductor, That 
- wick the bleſſed Gop has order'd, 1 
\ ſhall be always willing to obey, of whoſe 
great Mercy I have already had ſo very 
large Experience, an 
That even in Hell it ſelf I will not fear, th. 
May Ibut have his Prefence with me there. ¶ be 
_ » Ang. To this my ſhining Guardian Þ ble 
_ atiſwer'd me, Where-ever the bleſſed the 
- God vouchſafes his Preſence, there is I mac 
Heaven, and whilſt we are in Hell, he 
Will be with us. | 
Epen. Then bowing low before th Al- 
mighty's Throne, ſwifter than Thought 
my Guardian Angel carry'd me Ten 
"Thouſand Leagues below the Imperial 
8 ee where when] ſaw thoſe migh- 
ty Globes of Fires, whoſe Ever-burning 
Lamps of the Ethereal Heavens, I thus 
beſpoke my bright Conductor; That I Pieaſes 
had heard, when I was upon Earth, Mat | 
that each one of thoſe fixed Stars wererers 1; 
Worlds; and I believ'd they might; be. | 
cauſe, though here they are o ſuch a 
mighty Magnitude, they ſeem to us o 
Earth juſt ſuch ſmall things as what 
the Earth ſeems here; although indee 


_ the Earth ſeems here more dark, = t 
. 5 ; | the! N 


8 en, ons "of Heaven. - Py 
mech o unto thoſe that are on Earth. 
Buth Javing ſuch an opportunity, I would 
_ willingly be inform'd from you What 
Truth there is therein. - 
Angel. To this my ſhining Guardian 
anſwer'd me, To Him who is Almighty, 
there's nothin g impoſſible; nor can there 
be a Bound ſet to Infinity. The Ever- 
bleſſed God took ſix Days time to make 
the World below. but could as well have 
made it in one Moment, if he had ſo 
determin*d; it was the putting forth'of 
his Almighty Power that did effect it 
And what that Power can do, there's 
none can tel, but he that does poſſeſs 


his Will, is no good Logick in the 
School of Heaven. He does whatever 
„ pleaſes, both in Heaven above, and 
Wi the Earth below; and what he 
\Wicaſes to reveal to us, we know; and 
h,Wiat he has not ſo reveal'd, are Se- 
reſets lock'd up in his own Eternal 
de ounſel, which *tis a bold and a pre- 
0 mptuous Curiolity for any Creature 
ou enquire into. There is no doubt but 
naß can make as many Worlds as there 
eoge Stars in Heaven, if it pleaſes Him; 
alßt that he has done ſo, he has not yet 
nen 5 * 3 reveal d, 


5 


it. But from his Power, to argue, tis 
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-reveaPd, nor is it therefore | our Duty 
10 enquire. | 
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92 


By this time we were come down to 


I the loweſt Regions of the Air, where 


I ſaw Multitudes of horrid Forms, and 
diſmal dark Appearances, fly from the 


Shining Preſence of my Bright Con- 
ductor. 


Epen. Theſe ſure, ſaid I, are ſome of 


the Vanguard of Hell, ſo black and ſo 
affrighting are their Forms. 


Angel. Theſe are, ſaid my Conductor, 


ſome of the Apoſtate Spirits, that wan- 
dee up and down in th' Air, and on 


the Earth, like Roaring Lions, ſeeking 
whom. they may devour : And though 


they are fled hence, you'll ſee em quick- 
Iy in their own dark Territories; for we 


are now upon the Borders of the In- 
fernal Pit. 
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. Viſions of Hell: 


AND OF 


+ 


The Torments of the Damned. 


Quickly found the Words of my Con- 


ductor very true, for we were ſoon. 
ſurrounded with a Darkneſs much more 


Black than Night, which was attended 


BW with a Stink more Suffocating far than 
that of Burning Brimſtone ; my Ears 
were likewiſe filled with the horrid © 
- Wl Yellings of the Damned Spirits, that 
ze all the moſt Diſcordant Noteson Earth 

n- 


Muſick. 3 

Ang. Now, ſaid my Guardian Angel, 
you are on the Verge of Hell: But do 
not fear the Power of the Deſtroyer,' 
for my Commiſſion from the Imperial 


Damned Souls the curſed Cauſes of their 
endleſs Ruine. And what you have a 


wer you. The 8 cannot hurt you, 


— 


- 
: 
: 
ow 
- 


were, in compariſon of this, melodious _ 


Throne ſecures you from all Dangers; _ 
Here you may hear from Devils and 


mind to ask, Enquire, and they ſhall ann 
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Aiver'd with ſuch an Air of Arrogance 


- — er rn — — 
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N En . 
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_ tho? they would, for they are bound by 
Him that has commiſſion d me, of which 
themſelves are ſenſible, which makes 
them rage, and fret, and roar, and bite 
their hated Chain, but all in vain. 


We now were come within Hells Ter- : 
ritories, plac'd in the Caverns of the In- f 
fernal Deep; there, where Earths Center L 
reconciles all things, where all Effects do i © 

in their Cauſes ſleep: There, in a Sul- 1 © 
phurous Lake of Liquid Fire, bound with tl 
the Adamantine Chain of Heavens fix- £ 
ed Decree, Sat Lucifer upon a Burning - 


Throne; his horrid Eyes ſparkling with by 
_Helliſh Fury,as full of Rage as his ſtrong MW ** 
Pains could make him. —— Thoſe wan- 
dring Finds, that, as we came from 
Heaven, fled before us, had (1 perceive) 
given Notice of our Coming, which put 
all Hell in an Uproar, and thus made 
Lucifer to vent his horrid Blaſphemies 
againſt the Bleſſed Gop ; which he de- 


and Pride, as plainly ſhews, he only fayin 


Wanted Power, but neither Rage 20 are h 


Malice. oy 
Luciſer. hat would the Thunder: this 
have, Taid he? He has my Heaven alYÞ; unis 


ready, whoſe radiant Sceptre W 2 


| ; 


Ex] 4, | enz of Hell. : 
Trad Mond bear: And for thoſe never- 
fading Fields of Light, my fair Inheri- 
tance, confines me here, in this dark 
Houſe of Death, Sorrow and Wo! What 
would he have Hell from me too, that 
he inſults me here? Ah! could I but 
obtain another Day to try it in, Pd make 
Heaven ſhake, and his bright Throne 
Nor would I fear the uzmoſt- 
of his Power, tho” he had fiercer Flames 
than theſe to throw me in. 
| loſt the Day, the fault won't mine: 
No winged - Spirit in Heavens Arched 
Roof bid fairer for the Victory than 1 
did. ---- But Ah! (continued he, with a 
changed Voice) that Day is loſt; and 1 
oom'd, for ever doom'd to theſe 
dark Territories ! - But *fis at leaſt. 
ſome comfort to me ſtill, that Mankind's | 
Sorrow waits upon my Wo. 
| cannot on the Thunderer, Pll wreak 
the utmoſt of my Rage on them. oh 
Epen. I was amaz'd to hear his Im- 
pious Speech, and could not forbear 
Itaying to my Conductor, How jaftly - 
are his Blaſphemies rewarded ? | 
71 8 What you have heard from. 
poſtate Spirit, is both his Sin and 
unſeat ; for * Blaſphemy' he 
m Belches | 


to totter. 


. Tho” then 


And ſince 
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128 The World to Come: Or, 
Belches againſt Heaven, makes Hell the 
+} Hotter to him. „ 
We then paſsd on further, amongſt ne 
-, diſmal Scenes of unmix'd Sorrow, and W p! 
fa two wretched Souls tormented by oy 
2 Fiend, who without ceaſing plung'd 101 
em in Liquid Fire and Burning Brim- By 
- Fone, whilſt they at the ſame time ac- yo! 
cCuſed and curſed each other: One of a8 
them faying to his tormented fellow- Co- 
- Suſterer,. Ocurſed be thy Face, that ever ¶ you 
_ I ſet Eyes upon thee! My Miſery is long WW | an 
pf thee; I may thank thee for this; for W Dru 
it was thy Perſwaſions brought me hi- Nof n 
ther: Thou didſt intice me, thou it was 
that didſt inſnare me thus. It was your 
Covetouſneſs, and Cheating, and your 
_  Oppreſli6n, and Grinding of the Poor, 
that brought me hither : If you had but 
ſet me a good Example, as you did ar 
All one, I might, for ought I know, have 
been in Heaven, and there have been 2 
happy as I am now miſerable : But 0 
--. Wretch that I was! my following your 
Steps has made me in this wretchel 
State, and ruin'd me for ever: O that 
... - Lhad never ſeen thy Face, or thou hadl: 
never been born, to do my Soul that 
-, Wrong that you have done. 4 
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in of Hel. 129 
The other Wretch reply'd, And may 
I not as well blame you? For do you 
not remember 'ho at ſuch a time and 
place you did entice me, and drew me 
out, and asked me if I would not go a- 
long with you, when I was about other 
Buſineſs, about my lawful Calling? But 
you called me away; and therefore are 
as much in fault as I: Though I was 
Covetous, yet you were Proud; and if 
you learn'd of me your Covetouſneſs,. 
am ſure I learn'd of you my Pride and 
Drunkenneſs ; and though you learn'd 
of me to Cheat, yet you learn'd me to 
Whore, to Lye, and Scoff at Goodneſs. 
Thus, though I ſtumbled you in ſome _ 
 Wtiings, you ſtumbled me as much in 
\{Wthers; and therefore if you blame me, 
can blame you as much: And if I have 
Wo anſwer for ſome of your moſt filthy 
e cions, you have ſtill to anſwer for 
vWne- of mine. I wiſh you never hac 
Viſome hither; the very Looks of you do 
ound my Sou}, by bringing Sin afreſr 
ito my Mind: It was with you, with 
du it was, I fian'd ; O Grief unto my 
pol! And fince 1 could not ſhun. thy 
pm pany there, O that 1 could have 
ee 
. From, 
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130 The World to Come: Or, 
From this ſad Dialogue, I ſoon per- 
cCeiv'd, that thoſe who are Companions 
upon Earth in Sin, ſhall be fo too in Hell 1! 
nin Puniſhment. And though on Earth 
they love each others Company, they will WM 2 
not care for it in Hell, 'Fhis, I believe, 
| was the true Reaſon why Dives ſeemed I 
| To Charitable to his Brethren, that he I 1 
- would have them warned, that ſo they n 
3 might not come into this place of Tor- re 
ment; *twasLove unto himſelf, and not ſpe 
| to them, that was his motive; becauſe let 
Had they come thither, his Tor ments ber 
would have thereby been increaſed. 
But there were yet more Tragick Scene: 5 
f Sorrow; for leaving thoſe two curſed ! 
| Wretches accuſing of each ather, for be Hot. 
ing Authors of each others Miſery, wi 
pPaſt on further, beholding ſeveral woful 
SpeQtacles; and among others, one wh 
fill had flaming Sulphur forced dow 
her Throat by a torment ing Spirit; whicl 
hae did with that horrid Cruelty and u. 
IJdolence, I could not but ſay to him, 
Epen. Why ſhould you fo delight 1” 
the Tormenting of that curſed Wretch 
as to be thus perpetually pouring th: 
Flaming and Infernal Liquor down bi i 
iii EE SEE 


A* 


a 'of Helene - thy © 
_ Fiend, This is no more, but a juſt Re- 
tribution, replied the Fiend: This Wo- 
man in her Eife- time was ſuch a ſordid 
Wretch, that though ſhe had Gold e- 
ngughs could never be ſatisſied; and 
therefore now I pour it down her 
Throat: She cared not who ſhe ruined 
and undid, fo ſhe could get their Gold 5 
and when 'ſhe had amafs'd together a 
greater "Treaſure than ever ſhe could 
ſpend, her Love of Money would not 
let her ſpend ſo much of it, as to ſupply 

her ſelf with what the common — 72 | 
ities of Life required. For ſhe then 
vent often with an empty Belly, thougg 
ter Bags were full, or elſe ſhe filled it ar 
nothers Charge: And as for her Ap- 
pare], it either never grew Old, or if it 
vere fo, it was always ſo ſupplied with 
Patches, that at laſt it was às hard to 
lay which piece was an Original; as it is 
among the Learned Men on Earth to 
ind out the Original of Nie. She kept | 

0 Houſe, becauſe ſhe would. not. be 
axed; nor kept her Treaſure: in her 
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lands, for fear ſhe ſhould be Robbed; ö 


be Ortgages, for fear of | being Gheatedy by 
Fog ſhe ever Cheated all ſhe could, | 
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WM and was her ſelf ſo great a Cheat, ſhe 
_ Cheated her 'own Body of its Food, and 
her own Soul of Mercy. And yet this 
|  eurſed Wretch had but one Child in all 
the World to give it to, whom ſſſe had 
drought up ſo, ſhe knew no more ew 
to make uſe on't than her Mother did. 
Since Gold then was her God on Earth, 
is it not juſt that ſhe ſhould have her 
* Belly-full in Hell? 
Ezßpen. When her Tor mentor had done 
ſpeaking, I asked her whether. what he 
faid were true or not? — To this, ſhe 
anſwered me, No; to my Grief it is 
not. How! to your Grief, ſaid 1? Ves, 
to my Grief, ſaid ſhe: Becauſe, were 
1 that which my Tor mentor tells you, true, 
ö J ſhould be better ſatisfied, he tells you, 


3 


' that it is Gold that he pours down my 
| Throat; but he is a Lying Devil, and 
peaks falfely : Were it but Gold, Ine. 
| _- ver ſhould complain; but he abuſes me, 
| and in the ſtead of Gold, he only gives 
me horrid ſtinking Sulp hur: Had I my 
Sold, I ſhould be. happy ſtill; which 
| A truly Value, that i J had it here, 1 W 
ii ſcarce would bribe Heaven with it, te 

ia * removed from hence. | | 
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1 810 not forbear Ag my Con- 

; dustör, I was amaz'd to. hears Wikich: 
in Hell it ſelf, ſo doat upon her Riches, 


and that too "whilſt i in the Tormentors 


Hands. | 

Ang. This may (aid he) convince ye, 
Tis Sin that is the greateſt of all Exils; 
and where the Love of that prevails, 
that Soul is loſt for ever. 
fore *tis the greateſt of all Puniſhments 
to be abandor'd to the Love of Sin. 


ſed Creature is given up) is a more 
exquiſite and fatal Puniſhment, than 
chat which the Apoſtate Spirits here 
inflict upon her. 
Epen. Oh! faid I, could but wicked 
. Men on Earth, for one ſmall moment 
ay their Ears to this Mouth of T; opher, 
and hear thoſe horrid Shrieks of Dam- 

ned Souls, they could not. be in tove 
with Sin again. 
Ang. Eternal Truth has told us os. - 
wiſe : For thoſe that will not fear his 
Miniſters, nor have regard to what his 
Word contains, will not be warn d, tho? 
Jene ſhould come from Hell. | 

We had not come much further: be- 
fore we. . a wretched our lie on a 


— — 
\ 
g > 


” 


And there- 


— 4 


The Love of Gold, (to whick this cur- _ 


1 ; 
— 2 4, 2 _ 4 
= Pore rt — 


AER: 


; b : *Q . 
»'4 . p 
3 — 
w__ — - | you EIS 
. - — . - 22 — 
7 pom N 
"Js . — * 3 
o xx 
h - 
2 
5 0 


— 


— 
i AIR. 


my 
— 


i . * - 
* % ; 4 * . \ 
4 1 T * i ON 
- — —_ 4 1 * 42 4 * - * 
© Au” — ly 23 0 i 4 — 1 , . *. — = — ee EIA Cri . - F 
al AI oo IB Oo nt — 8 _ Hol” — 1 = * > — * — — 4 > . —— — 
— — —— — n —— 5 * 7 — — = —> 
4 — ” > — — ——_— — * Cate” ——— — — * — - 
5 — N * - - ;. * * - Wy 4 1 
2 — — ” - — 222 - —_ — „ * — N- 222 * * 
WY 2 : - "4 q 
4 N — 1 N - — » ” LD oa 8 8 
* J * » Y = Na ” — widget = — 8 — = 8 8 
* — 0 . — — . 2 1 le 83 — mw — x" SS e — 
22 = 79 — IE 3 - a $0 — "oy SS © a ” K > ons 5 * . 
4 4 mo. — A N 2 * - — , 
a — - — — * 8 * s — gp * 4 
5 5 " 
—— 5 


— — 
— RT et... 
———— — ök 
£ 
— grin a oo les * 
. Gert ne 
: 8 
* 


— — a 
_ 4 


TE 


with Brimſtone: Who cried out, as one 
under a dreadful Anguiſh with 4 Note 

of Deſeription; which made me to de- 1 
ſire of my Conductor to ſtay a while, 
that I might liſten more attentively to 


\ Ever, for Ever! O thoſe killing Words, 
Por Ever! will not a thouſand Thouſand 


! 
9 a 


one moment for a thouſand Thouſand 


have an End: After The thouſand 
- Thouſand Years, *twill be For Ever ſtill. 


_ deed! Tis this For Ever is the Hell of 
£ Hell! O curſed Wretch ! Curſed to al 


my ſelf! O what ſtupendious Folly am 
1 guilty of, to chooſe Sin's ſhort and 


of everlaſting Pain! How, oft have 


would be ſure to bring me to the Cham- 
| bers 9 65 Een! Death But I, like the 


134 b World- to. mee Or, 255 
Bed of Burning Steel, almoſt choak'd 


what he ſaid-; and thereupon I heard 
| him ſpeak-as follows : 
Ah, miſerable Wretch! Undone for 


Years ſuffice, to bear that Pain, which 
if 1 could avoid it, I would not bear 


Worlds: No, no, my Miſery never will 
O hapleſs, helpleſs, hopeleſs State in- 
Eternity! How wilfully have I undone 


momentary Pleaſures, at the dear Rate 


been told it would be ſo! How often 
preſs'd to leave thoſe Paths of Sin that 7 


deal | 
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deaf N 2 lent no Ear nts: 6 
."Charmers, tho they charm'd ſo wiſely. 

They told me often, that my ſhort-livꝰt 
Pleaſures would quickly iſſue in Eternal 
Pain; and now too ſad Experience tells 

me ſo: : It tells me ſo indeed, but *tis too 


me! Why was I made with an Immor- 
tal Soul, and yet ſhould take ſo little 


cannot, muſt not die! But live a dying 


Life; worſe than ten thouſand Deaths; 


and yet! might once have help'd all this, 
and would not! O that's the Gnawing 


Worm that never dies! I might have 
once been happy; Salvation once was 
[ Wl offer'd me, and I refuſed it: Ah! had 
it been but once, yet to refuſe it, had 


been a Folly not to be forgiven ; but it 
was offer'd me a thouſand. times; and 


Inding Pleaſures bewitches Mankind to 
Eternal Ruine! Gop often called; but 


- Las oft refuſed; He ſtretched his Hand 


wh 
pk 


late to help it; for my Eternal State is 
_ fix'd forever. Why had I Reaſon given 


Care of it! O how my own Neglect 
ſtings me to Death, and yet I know I 
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yet (Wretch that I was) I ſtill as oft 
refuſed it. O curſed Sin, that with de- 
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e, or, 
often have 1 ſet di Counſet! 


| | How oft have I refuſed his 'Reproof! } - 
= But now the Scene is chang'd, the Caſe 1 
is alter'd: For now he laughs at my C 
y« 
ei 


Calamity, and mocks at that Deſtructi- 


on which is come upon me. He would 


have help'd me once, but then I would H 


not; and therefore thoſe Eternal Miſe- kr 


ries I am condemn'd to undergo, is but I be 


the juſt Reward of my own Doing. all 

I could not hear this doleful Lamen- TI 
tation, without reflecting on the won- ing 
drous Grace the Ever-bleſſed God had ned 
ſhewed: fo me: Eternal Praiſes to his C 

- Holy Name! For my Heart told me, Ware, 
that I had deſerved, as much as that ſad Nwha 
Wretch, to be the Object of Eternal MWduce 
Wrath; and it is his. Grace alone has the £ 
made us differ ft 0 w. 
O how 8 bis Counſels be ! 5 


And who can fathom his divine Decree! 1. 


After theſe Reflections, I addreſſed my Wind 8 


j elt to the doleful Complainer, and told f wha 


| TOE: - ; 


him, I had heard his woful Lamentati- lat; 
on, by which I perceiv'd his Miſery was ho? y 


great, and his Loſs irrepairable; and Nould 


told him, Iwonld willingly be inform'd Nould 


of it more particularly: Which 2 bur e 
poaſſibly be ſome Alleviation of his Suf-Aut we 
. Den 9.2 


Dam. Soul {bb Abe at all, My be 
are ſach as can admit of no Relief, no. 
not for one ſmall moment. But by the 


Queſtion you have asked, I do perceive 
you are a Stranger here; and may you 


ever be ſo. Ah! 'had 7 but the leaſt 


Hopes ſtill remaining, how would I 


all in vain; I am loſt for ever. — RE ofa 


ned ſuffer here. 

Our Miſeries in thislafernal Dungeon 
are of two ſorts; what we have loſt, and 
what we undergo : And theſe I will re- 
duce each to their ſeveral Head; altho? 


| 


sbb ſad Relation will Sire a greater Sting 


o what I feel. 
Firſt then, For what we have loſt. 


. In this fad dark Abode of Miſery 
Vi ind Sorrow, we have loſt the Preſence 
16 f the Ever-bleſſed Gop : And this is 


i- Wat which makes this Dungeon, Hell: 
as Hho' we had loſt a thouſand Worlds, it 


nd Fould not be ſo much as this one loſs: | 
"Could but the leaſt Glimpſe of his Fa- 


;ht ur enter here, we might be happy; 


uf-ut we have * it, to our everlaſting 


8 0 0. MYLES: 6 2. Here 


kneel, and cry, and pray for ever, to 
be redeemed from hence! But ah, tis 


Though, that you may beware of com- 
ing hither, Pl tell you what the Dam- 
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28. Here we have likewiſe loſt the 7 
Company of Saints and Angels, and in Þ © 
their Room have nothing but Tor- i: 
1 menting-Devilse: 24 4 wo A, 8 
3. Here we have loſt Heaven too, the 3 
Seat of Bleſſedneſs: There is a deep U 
| Gulph betwixt us and Heaven; ſo that H 
(we are ſhut out from thence for ever. 5 
| Thoſe Everlaſting Gates, that let the Re 
} - Bleſſed into Happineſs, are now for ſp, 
ever ſhut againſt us here. WF N 
3 4. Here we have alſo loſt all Pity; Ha 
and this is to the Miſerable a great Loſs: — 
0 Jo have that God, who does fo pity} I 
| Sinners, that he has given his Beloved - 
Son to die for em, to be ſo far fron. . 
3 PItyIng us, that he rejoices in our Mi- Puls 
Fer, and will do ſo for ever, is thai; f 
| which ſtings us to the very Heart, aud, = 
| _- makes our, Miſery beyond meaſure mi =? 
ſerable. And what can be more Cruel i hz 
and Tormenting, than to have that Rt 
deemer, that gave his very Blood fo! ba * 
others, deny to pity us? Nor will th 2 ma 
Saints and Angels pity. us; but whill ua! 


Damn'd, and God is glorificd in 0 


we here are howling in our Miſery, un JS. 


der the Wrath of an Incenſed Go! 
the Saints too ſhall rejoyce that we a 


Deſtructiof n 
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"Fiſts of Hal. i 139 3 
1 Behold the diſmal Iſae — 
of our Sin! =, e 
. To make our Wretchedneſs. yet | 
far more Wretched, we have loſt the 
Hope of ever being in a better State: 
Which renders our Condition truly 
Hopeleſs, He that upon Earth is the 
moſt miſerable, has yet Hope left as a 
Reſerve. And therefore 'tis a common 
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Proverb there, That were it not for Hope, | 
the Heart would break. Well may our f 
Hearts break then, ſince we are here 
-Wboth without Hope and Help. ; | 
nis is what we have loſt; which 1 
Hat to think on, is enough to tear, and a | 
und, and gnaw upon our miſerable 37.7 

K Souls for ever. Vet, O that this were <p 
1 lu: But we have Pain of Senſe, as well | | 
Loss: And having ſhew'd you what MA 


e have loſt, I am now to ſhew you 
hat we undergo. | 
1. And firſt, We undergo variety of 


a> 


01 | | 
6 orments: We are tor mented here, a | þ | 
ill ouſand, nay ten thouſand ſeveral _ 
115 


Nys. They that are moſt afflicted up- 
© Earth, have ſeldom any more than 
ne Diſtemper at a time: But ſhould | 
ey have the Plague, the Gout, the 
lone, and Fes ver at a time, how mi- 
ſerable 5 
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ie * The rd e, 
ferable would they think themſelves? wi 
Vet all thoſe are but like the Biting of 


all the loath'd Variety of Hell to grap- 
ple with: Here's Fire that is unquench-Acrie 


a Flea, to thoſe intollerable Pungent IA 
Pains that we endure: Here we have [Th 


able to Burn us with; a Lake of Burn- me 


ing Brimſtone ever choaking us; Eter- The 


nal Chains to tye us; Here's utter Park- Ihe 


neſs to affright us, and a Worm of Con- 


fence that gnaws open us everlaſting 
ly: And any one of theſe is worſe te 
bear, than all the Torments Mankind 
CCC © 7s, --: 
2. But as our Torments here are Va 
Tous, ſo are they Univerſal too; affſid 
ing each Part of the Body, and torment 
ing all the Powers of the Soul: Whic 
renders what we ſuffer moſt unſufe 
able. In thoſe Diſtempers you Men a 
ſeiz'd withal on Earth, tho? ſome Part 


1 are afflicted, other Parts are free: Ai 
though your Body may be out of orde 


your Head may yet be well; and th 
your Head be ill, your Vitals may 
free; or though your Vitals be affecte 


once t0 
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ment 


© to 
ence 
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| 3 A 
| your Arms and Legs may ſtill be cleqry in- 
in ut here tis otherwiſe; each Memifir Tg 
of the Soul and Body is at 
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Fp of Hell. "14 7 
mented. --- The Eye is here tormented - 
with the ſight of Devils, who do ap- 
pear in all the horrid Shapes and black 
Appearances that Sin can give em. 
The Ear 1s continually tormented with 1 
the loud Yellings and continual Out- 
cries of the Damned. The Noſtrils 
ſmother'd with Sulphurous Flames; 
he Tongue with Burning Bliſters, and 
The whole Body roll'd in Flames of Li- 
"Wuid Fire; -— and all the Powers and 
Faculties of our Souls are, here tor- 
[oWQnented : --- The Imagination, with the 
or houghts of preſent Pain; the Memory, 
"1th reflecting on what a Heaven we 
aveloſt, and of thoſe Opportunities we 
ad of being ſaved : ---- Our Minds are 
ere tormented with conſidering how 
unly we have ſpent: our Precious 
iime, and how we have abuſed it: 
aur Underſtanding is tormented in the 
arWioughts of our paſt Pleaſures, pre- 
Mit Pains, and future Sorrows, which 
rice to laſt for ever: And our Con- 
 tFlences are tormented with a continual 
ay Wawing Worm. 3 5 
ecteſ z. Another thing that makes our Mi-. 
cleFy inſupportable, is the Extremity of 
Wb Torments; The Fire that burns vs 
ente ä 
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is 0 Wen that all the Weter in the 01 
Sea can never quench, it: The Pains we ful 


_ . . ſuffer here are ſo extream, that tis im- IN Fie 


one but thoſe that feel'em. Vindictive 


fuſtaining of our dying Lives under 


poſſible they ſhould be known -by any 
Juſtice here diſplays its Power, in the 


_ thoſe great and cruciating Pains, which 

ſcarce an Angel's Senden could un- 
dergo. 

4. Another of the fad Ingredients of not 


our Miſery, is the Continuity of our erin 


Hatred againſt God continues our Mi- 


Torments: As Various, and as Univer- Pri 
ſal, and as extream Violent as they are, I La! 
they are Conti nual too; nor have we the 
leaſt Inter miſſion from them; our Miſe- 
ries are both extream, and always fo. 
If there were any Relaxation, it might 
be ſome Allay: But this makes our 
Condition ſo deplorable, that there's 
no Intermiſſion of our Torments ; but 
what we ſuffer now, we muſt for ever 
ſuffer. This cauſes a Hatred to ariſe 
in our Hearts againſt God; and our 


ſeries upon us. 
5. The Society or com pany we have 
here; is another Ingredient in our MiſeJit wt 


IF; 1 n Devils and r ant us is, 
Sou 
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Sol; Ire 8 our Company; and dread -.-. 


ful Shrieks and Howlings, under tue [7 

Fierceneſs of our Pain, and fearful Exe- 1 

crations againſt him whoſe Power and 

Juſtice keeps us here, is all our Conver- jt 1 
| 


ation. And here the Torments of our M4 
ellow-Sufferers are ſo far from miti- e! 


— "Ky 

pating our Miſery, that they increaſe "14M 

dur Pain. . 
6. The Place in Which we ſuffer, is 61: 


another thing that increaſes our Suk. 47 | N 
rings: It is the Abſtract of all Miſery, |||! 
Priſon, a Dungeon, a Bottomleſs Pit, 

Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, a Fur þ { 
ace of Fire that burns to Eternity, * 
he Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever: | 


ind laſtly, Hell it ſelf. And ſuch a 74 
retched Place as this, muſt needs „ bf 
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r raſe our Wretchednefs. 1 
The Cruelty of our Tormentors, % 


Ut 
Ex 


ik 


another thing that adds to our Tor- 13 | 
ents. Our Tormentors are Devils, i 8 
hom there is no Pity : But being tor- 


Woe GC OC ů — — TY — — — 


ur ented themſelves, do yet take Pleaſure 1 
1 Tormenting us. 29 
8. All thoſe Particulars, that l have — "ll 
zveſckon'd up, are very grievous ; but . 
ſe at which makes em much more grie- - | 
ed Ju is, That they ſhall ever be ſo; that „ 
9 
| - \ Bal 
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144 Whe World to: Cope: Gr, 
all our moſt intollerable Sufferings ſhall 
| | laſt to all Eternity: O wretched State 

* 


of Men! To be the everlaſting Objects U 
of God's Revenging Juſtice: Depart from is 
me, ye Curſed, into everlaſting Fire, is that 7: 
Which is perpetually Sounding in my de 
Ears. O that I could Reverſe that fatal I 8a 

Sentence! O that there was but a bare I it: 


Poſſibility of doing it! What is it that plz 
I would not do or ſuffer to effect it? ke 
And yetAlmighty Power can inflict no hay 

MW more than what IL ſuffer now. But that Yojy 


I hall for ever ſuffer it, is what I know, 
not how to bear; and yet what I muſt 


ever undergo. Thus have I ſhew'd youſpe: 
, { 0 J f 8 3 
the miſerable Caſe that we are in, andþ,q 


„ ſhall be in for ever. 3 
Ihis wretched Soul had ſcarcely madeſ 
an end of what he was a ſaying, befor: 

de was afreſh tormented by a Helli 
Fury, who bid him ceaſe Complaining 
for it was in vain: Beſides, ſaid he, P. 
'- you not know, you have deſerved it al 
 - How often were you told of this before 
(but would not then believe it? Yo 
i! laugh at them that told you of a Hell 
| _nay, you were ſo Preſumptuous, to dar 
| __ Almighty Juſtice to deſtroy you. Hop, 
(often have you calld on God to dam 
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krerlaſting Puniſhment: If 1 had had 
the offer. of Salvation, I never would. 
dave flighted it as you have done: And 
had been better for you, that you had 
ever had the offer of it neither, for 
ken Damnation. had been eaſter 26 you. | 
Who.do you think ſhovld pity yau, that 
ould, be Damm d in ipight of Heaven | 
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not thus continue to torment me? 
gow that my Peſtruction is of my ſelf: 
* nne een WERE ne th 
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(Vas oft aftaid vou would believe em e 
5 ee did, to our great Diſappo pern 


3 11 "he World Oat Or, N 
O that 1 could forget it! The Thought 


5 of that is here my greateſt Plague: 
wou'd be Dammn'c d, and therefore juſt 


am 6 


| tur'd him, he ſaid, But twas through 


| thou that temptedſt me to all the Sins 


mould call to mind, you never had 2 


nually of thee, from whoſe importunate 


enough We ſought your Ruine, and wen 


Then turning to the Fiend that tor- 
thy Temptations, curſed Devil: Twas 
I have been guilty of; and do'ſt thou 
now upbraid me:! 7 You ſay, you never 
nad a Saviour ofter d yon; but you 


Tempter neither, as I have had conti-ſſſ&e: 


Solicitations I never could be free. 
To this the Devil Tcornfully reply'd 


1 own it was my Buſineſs to decoy youſele® 


Hither ;.and 8 have oft been told K 
by your Preachers: They told you pla ot t 


About continually like Roaring Lion; uke 


ſecking whom we could devour: and 80 


ment: But you were e willing to do wh? 
we d have you; and ſince you ye dolſtion 

our Work, 17 is but reaſonable that We m 
 ſhou'd' pay. your Wages. -- And thqey d 
El. Fiend WW ated * afreſh, 25 unf 


4 0 f f 2 Hel. A i 
causd him to roar. out ſo hortidly, 1 | 
could n en, to hear him, * | 
0 paſt away. | 

Epen. How diſmal, ſaid 1then to my 
pts 14 ro 1s the Condition of theſe 
Damned Souls? They are the Devils 
Slaves while upon Earth, and he up- 

braids, and then torments them for it, 
when they come to Hell. 

Angel. Their Malice againſt all the 

Race of Adam, ſaid my Conductor, is 
aerceeding great, becauſe the Bleſſed Re- 
i- eemer dy'd to fave em, and they en- 
teſſoy that Happineſs from which thoſe 
Pririts were caſt down. And tho' it is 
4 mpoſſible they ſhould prevail upon the 
oFlect, ſo as to make one periſh, yet ſince 
{abiey know not who they are, they ceaſe 
aiot to tempt all to Sia, by all the means 
fen 
on 
nd 


ja 


lake em miſerable : And/becauſe ma- 
Souls are ignorant of their Devices, 
ey eaſily prevail upon them to their 
jioMternal Ruine. And how they treat 
haÞcm here, for liſtening to their Temp- 
donftions, you have ſeen already, and will 
t ve more on't quickly. And though 
thaſey do it to ſatisſie the Rage they have 

hie ſünſt ben as they are Men, me are 
av}. „ OOF, 
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bey can; as knowing that's the. way to 
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and the juſt Executioners of his deſer- g 
ved Vengeance againſt Sinzers, who f 

wWilfully deſtroy chemſelves, by liſten- 
ig to the Dev 
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Paſſing a little further, we ſaw a mul. 
Titude of damned Souls together, gnaſt-Wp, 
ing their Teeth with extream Rage andſlG; 
Pain, whilſt the Tormenting Fiends 2 j 
with Helliſh Fury pour'd Liquid Fire 
and Brimſtone continually upon them: 
They in the mean time curing Goy 
: themſelves, and thoſe about them, i 
blaſpheming after a tremendous manner: 
If I could not forbear asking of onhrg 
Fiend that fo tormented them, Wha 
they were that he uſed ſo Cruelly 
ide, tt, of ant vert! 45 
Fiend. They are thoſe that very we 
deſerve. it: Theſe are thoſe curſq; 
Wretches, that would teach others th 
right Road to Heaven; whilſt yet then 
|, Selves-were ſo in Love with Hell, th mpt; 
they came hither: Theſe are thoſe S0 
that have been the great Factors of HY Epe, 
upon the Earth, and therefore do this 
ſervxe a particular Regard in Hell. pt b 
uſe our utmoſt diligence to give exqſpea 
one their mare of Tor ments, but wilſavers 
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fore 600 10 care theſe Hao want; for = | 
theſe haf egly their own Sins 7s ah {a 
ſwer for, but ? | hofe. too; 'whom they * 4k 
have led aſtray, b. , | be N Doctrine. | 
and Example. IX OY = 
Een. Since they have been Net eat N 
Iractors for Hell, as you ſay, methingßs 
Gratitude; ſhould: obllge ou to uſe” em all 
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little more kindly- p 1 ig ws” | 
Fiend. To this, the Impudent Fiend- . 
nſwered me in a Scoffing manner, They . _ -! 
hat expect Gratitude among Devils WII 
ind themſelves. miſtaken: Sratitude is 
rk Vertue, but we hate all Vertue, Anek 
onFrofeſs an immortal Enmity againſt it. 
bapeſides, we hate all Learning, and were - | 
Uyizt in our Power, not one of *em' ſhould © | | 
_ Ke happy- Tis true, we do'nt tell em Ra 
we upon Earth, becauſe, there it is ouRu _.. | 0 
irſcheſineſs to flatter and delude em; but wa! 
's hen-we have 'em here, where they are. 
thenhhit enough, (for from Hell there's no Re- WA 
„ Mmption) we ſoon. convince | them of 4 
: Solffteir Folly in believing us. 
of BY Epen. From the Diſcourſe Thad: knits 
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12 F this and other of the Devils, I could i A 
It but reflect, That it is infinite and 1 


exqſpeakable Grace, by which any poor 1 


wy | 
will puts! irs: brought to Heaven; con- mo 
„ G 3 6d ering. - 15 io | 


Ka laid” oy the — of Souls to trap 


18 5 God, to ſave his People from their Sins, 
and to deliver them from the Wrath to 


right Judgment of Things, until the . 
Hhuooly Spirit comes and anoints their tha 
FKRyes with his Eye-Salve, which makes /* 1 
the Scales of Ignorance and Error to 
drop off, whereby they come to ſe 
1 Things 1 in a truer Light. ' - 


ing ſtrain againſt thoſe Men that had 6 
betray'd him hither. „„ 


thoſe that I depended on, and thought 
could have inform'd me right, That“ ere”; 
I I faid but Lord have Mercy on me, Wh: Is is 
1 came to die, it would be enough tt 
8 ue: me: But ot how wretchedly No | MW cx 


them by the way; and; therefore it is a 
Work well worthy: of the bleſſed Son of 


come. But it is an unaccountable Mad- 


neſs and Folly. in Men to refuſe the Of- 


fers of this n and to cloſe 1 in with an 
the Deſtroyer. ve 
Angel. Tis Sin that tam hardens 10 


their Hearts, and blinds their Eyes, ſo Sir 


that they are uncapable of making a Net 


Epen. Going further on, 1 heard a ni 
Wretch complaining in a Heart-break- 


Damn. Soul. I was told, ſaid he, b 
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N rons of Hef, 
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told me twas too late, and Hell, mul be 

my Portion, as I find it is. 
Devil. You fee I told you. true at lat ;' 

and then you wow dnt believe, me: A 


very pretty Buſineſs) ent it, think you? 


You. ſpend your Days. in the purſuit of 


yet you would go to Heaven when you 
die! Would any but a Mad Man think 
that that would ever do? No, he that 
in good earneſt does intend to go to 


Ways of Holineſs and Vertue while he 
anions told you, That ſaying, Lord 


ie, would be enough: A very fine Ex- 


nad uſe ! You: might have known; if you'd 


wave given your ſelf but leiſure to have 
ich kt cad the: Bible, That without: Holineſs, 
ati ere's none ſhall ſee the Lord Therefore 
\he:$915.18 the Sum of the Matter, you were 


Ulingto.live-ia your Sins as long as 


cf? ou Gould : | You did not leave * em at 
mn 1 85 8 4 ; laſt 


Sin, and wallow in your Filthineſs, and 


Heaven when he dies, muſt walk in the 
lives... You ſay ſome of your lewd Com- 


ve Mercy on you, when you came to 


* 1 
my elf miſtaken, to my Eternal Sor- £74 
raw}, Alas, 1 call d. for Mercy on By, bY 
This 8 Devil. here, that told me os 
juſt before, that I'was ſafe enough, then 
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| 4 * nok „Ute n ur 
becauſe 7 ola low em” no longer: 
And this yo know to be true. And 
could you have the Impuckence to think 
to go 5 Heaven with the Love of Sin in 
your Heart? No, no; no ſich matter: 
You have been 'warnd often 'enongh, 
- that vou ſhonld rate heed" of being de- 
Cel for Gol mbuld not be roc kel, but 
Fr as Jon ſow'd, you ſhould alſo} reap : SO 
5 Rab 6 have no reaſon to ond of 
any thing but your wy , Folly; Winch 
no you ſee too Mees ban 1 
Epen. This Lecture of the Devil was 
Aa "ry cutting one to the Poor Tor- 
mented Wretch, ſaid Ito my Conductor, 
and contains the true caſe of many now 
on Earth, as well as thoſe in Hell. But 
Owhat a far diffetent Jud gment do they 
make in this fad 9 55 from BAIT f 
did on Eartil /// | l 
Angel. The ale of that 3 is, reply * 
The my Guardian Angel, becauſe: they wort” 
allow thentſetres to think what the Ef 
2 fects of Sin will be, nor what an Evil 
tis, whilſt upon Earth: Tis Inconſideſ 
ration is the Ruine of ſo many Thou 
ſands, who Wann 1 1 "Ag: SHR: ar. 
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doing, nor whither they are going, till 
tis too late to: help C 7 5 45 
We had not gone much further, be- 
fore we heard another tormenting of 
himſelf, and aggravating his own Mi- 
ſery, by reflecting on the Happineſs of 
Bleſſed Souls. i 17 N 1 1 r 15h 
Dam. Soul. How brightly, ſaid he, do 
the Saints in Heaven ſhine in the Glory 
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formed! And yer I was once as capable: 
ff that Glory as they; had the ſame Na- 
ure with them, the ſame Reaſon; the 
ame Intellectual Faculties and Powers, 
Bot, O what a Prodigious Monſter am 
now become! That I ſhould hate, and 
te Eter nally, the Eternal Excellency;::- 
Now Sin and Peath are finiſhed, upon 8 
e: And O how vaſt is the Difference 
etween us! They have the Humane 
ARature in its moſt Exalted Beauty and 
t erfection 5 but I, accurſed I, have the 
gfme Nature in its utmoſt Turpitude 
vilad Depravation: Which renders the 
dempariſon unſpeakably far more un- 
ongnal, than that would be of the moſt 
arhniable lovely Perſon, flouriſhing in alb- 


\ 


F x 
* K [1 
| 2 ; £5 ! 
- 8 
. — ry 3 . 11. 
- „„ F 
„ Fi. . 
f { MF 
— * I's 
* pe — * 4 
* 2 1 2 PE \ J 


4 . 
* * 
3s * . * 9 * 
F 
8 p — — 
nd * 
. — * =? Loh 2 — 


—U—  — 7 


an -- 
* 


1 4 1 X * 3 
i / % "A " . _ n 
* 1 Fu 7 v3 ”F : . A 6.4 
—— —— bo bers err on rn. $0 * EW . rr > 
* — 
— - —_—— - — — - — — = 


of the Divine Image, whilſt I am. de- 
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_ Frength and Beauty; with a putrifieds | 
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and rotten Carcaſe, deform'd by * 


whence is this amazing difference, put 
Through my wilful and accurſed Sin ? 

*Tis Sin, tis only Sin, that has undone 
me, and brought me here to ſuffer, as 
the juſt Reward thereof, the. dreadful 

Vengeance of Eternal . 

Epen. We were diverted from giving 

8 4 Ear unto theſe ſtinging Sell 
_ | Refleftions of this poor loſt Creature, 
by ſceing avaſt Number of Tormenting 
Fiends Taming inceſſantly a numerous 
Company of wretched Souls with knot- 
ted Whips of ever-burning Steel; whilſt 
they roar'd out with Cries fo very 
— piercing, and ſo lamentable, 1 thought 
it might have melted even Cruelty it 
ſelf into ſome pity. ------ Which made 
me ſay to one of the Tormentors, O 
ſtay your Hand, and do not uſe ſuch 
Cruelty as this, to them that are your 
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| Devil. No, (anfiver'd the TormenF 


A, — 


. Corruption of a loathſomeGrave: Ah, 


tor, very ſmoothly) though we are bad Epe. 
enough, no Devil ever was fo bad are y. 


en, nor eee e as f : ng 
5 vo. 


1 
ee. 


epli 


fellow. Creatures, and whom perhapsÞ*41 
vou have your ſelves dere to all this 164 
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ha been; 
2b, although we bare him; — 
are ſuch as neyer equ dhe br 15 
own (till they came hither) that b lere 
was ſuch a Being: 

Epen. Then theſe; ſaid l, axeAtheiltsr: | 
A wretched fort: of Men indeed; and. 
who had once like to have ruin d me, 
had not Eternal Grace prevented it 
I had no ſooner ſpoke; but one of the 
| tormented Wretches cries; out wirlr a. 
, {ad mournful Accent. 
Dam. Soul. Sure 1 mould know. that 
. Voice: It muſt be Epenet us. 
I was amazed to hear my Name men- 
= tion'd by one of the Infernal Crew; ank 
nt therefore being deſirous to know who it 
4 Was, 15 anſwered, Ves, 1 Am, Epene ts; : 
deut who are you; in that al ze Con- 2 
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Dam. Soul. To this, Shaun Uanowin 
oureplied, Iwas once well acquainted: withs 
zap ou upon. Earth, aud had almoſt per- 

this waded you to be of my Qpinion; lam 
be Author of that Celebrated Book, for - 


pad Epen. What the. C Great Hobbs, aid 12 
4 ae you came hither 2: Your VoigEipfas 
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bbb. 4235, plied he Barr PR oh 

_ hap 3 But am To far from 

bern Great, That Tam one of theimoſt 

2 Wretched Pepſons in all theſe ſooty f 

Territories. Nor is itt any Wonder 

that my Voice is chang d; for Lam now |. 

chäßg'd in my Principles; tho chang'd I 

too late to do mean g ο,ůs: For row | 2 

Iknow there is a Gov : But O T wi f 
if 
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thete were ndt; for Lam ſure hell have 
10 Mercy on me: Nor is there any 
Reaſon that he ſhould : I do confeſs, } 
was his Foe on Earth, and now he is 
mine in Hell; Where he! makes me to 
_ foſfer all-that: Almighty Power can in- 
fit; or that à Creature is able to ſu- 
ſtain! „J feel; feel, to my Eternal Wo, 
that Fam now the Subjeck of that Pow- 
er I once ſo wickedly derided: And 
it is that wretched Confidence J had in 
my own” Wiſdom, that has thus be- 
1 b 1 Gn YOu 
Ege einbaun Eaſeindeed is miſerable; you 
and; yet you needs muſt o] n v ſuf⸗ Dou 
fer juſtly. For how induſtrious were hear 
Jou to make Proſelytes of others, andſther 
D involve them in the ſaniè, Damna-uo 0 
tion 2 None has mord Rraſon to know: 
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TOE ably. : 
Hobbs. Tis that, fays PRs that ſinks! 
me to the Heart, to think how many 
periſh by my means: I was afraid, when - 
firſt 1 heard your Voice, that you had 


"likewiſe been conſign'd to: Puniſhment: © 


Not that I can wiſh any Perſon n 
for ris my Plague to think that any are 
, whilſt Lam miſerable; but becauſe 
every Soul that is brought hither, thro? 
my Seduction, whilſt 1 was on Earth, 
doubles my Pains in Hell. 

Epen. But tell me; for 1 fain would 
be inform'd, and you can do it: Did 
you indeed believe, when upon Earth, 
there was no Gop? Could you imagine” 
that the World could make it ſelf? 
And that the Creatures were the cauſes 
Jef their own Production? Had you no 
be- ſecret Whiſpers in your Soul, that told 


you, *twas another made you, and not 


plez jou your ſelf? And had you never any? 
ſaf· Doubts about this matter? 1 have often 
verel heard it ſaid, when upon Earth, Tho? 
aud there are many that: profeſs there is 

ba- Jun there is not one that thinks 


heel ould, becauſe there 1 is. nene but car-- - 
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what I hoped: 
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Hobbs. Nor will I. K. mebns; e 


he; altho' the Thougt ts thereof ſtings 
me "afreſh. 
was a Gop, who was that Sovereign 
Self; ſubſiſting Power, that gave a Bein 
to all other Creatures : But falling at- 
terwards to vicious Courſes, ae ren- 


1 did at firſt believe there 


der'd me obnoxious to his Wrath, I 


dad ſome ſecret Wiſhes there was none; 
for 'tis impoſſible to think there is a 
God, and not withal to think him Juſt 
and Ri ighteous, and conſequently 
he is olliged to puniſh the Tranſgreſ- 
fors of his Law: And being I was Con- 


that 


- ſcious to my ſelf, 1 lay obnoxious to his 
- Juſtice, it made me hate him, and wiſh 
that there was no fuch Being: But ftill: 


Par ſuing the ſame vicious Courſes, and 
| = ading, Juſtice did not overtake me, I In 
then Kaas hope there was no GoD; ſhe. 
and from thoſe Ho 
in my own Breaſt, 1 ſuitable? tog 
: And having thus in my 
own Is Rs New — 0 


„began to frame 


The a W Cs x P. 1 
ries in their Boſom a Witneſs for Rut 
 Gop whom they deny. Now you can 
tell whether it is ſo or no; and you 
bave now no Reaſon to conceal your 
Sentiments. 
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HA en + 7, Fel. 5 | \* En 
Nas: Original, cxtling thence - 
the Being of a Deity, -I found my ſelf - 
fo fond of thoſe new Notions, that S : 
at laſt prevaiFd > a my ſelf to give 
dem Credit, and then endeavour'd. 5 
faſten the Belief of em on others. But 
ere 1 came to ſuch a heighth as this, 
I do acknowledge that I found ſeveral Lets 
Checks in my own Conſcience for what 
did, and all along ſhould now and 
then be troubled with ſome ſtrange un- 
eaſie Thoughts, as if I ſhould not find 
all right at laſt; which I endeavour'd 
to put off, as much as in me lay. Ant 
now I find thoſe checking Thoughts, 
that might have been of Service to me 
then, are here the things that moſt of 
all tor ments me. And I muſt own, the 
Love of Sin harden'd my Heart againſt 
my Maker, and made me hate him firſt, 
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in land then deny his Being. Sin, that "6 f 
Anugged fo cloſe within my Bofom, hass 


ad deen the curſed Cauſe of alt this Woe;. FA 
> | the Serpent that has ſtung my Soul to 
DD 5 Peath. For now. I find maugre my— | 
me ain Phitoſophy, and thoſe rewSyſtems _ | 
- BY endeavour'd to obtrude upon tjge 
my 7orld, There is GOD; and that 4 Great 30 


55 01 * Terrible One. 1 —— now, that 2 | 
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God will not be mocked, Although it II 


was my daily Practice in the World, 

to mock at Heaven, and ridicule what- Hir 

ever things are Sacred; which were | 7< 

the means I uſed to ſpread abroad my . 

- curſed. Notions, and which I always 1 
found very ſucceſsful: For thoſe 11 
0 "+. cond but get to ridicule the Sacred 10 | 


Oracles, I always look'd upon to be 
in a fair way to become my Diſciples. Ig 
But now the Thoughts thereof are 55 
more tormenting to me, than all the pi 
, Torments 1 ſuſtain by Whips of Burn- = 
ing Steel. For nothing more provokes aff 
the offended Majeſty of Heaven, than Fi 
thus to ridicule. what he yay: made ſo * 
_ Awful: 4 It > WE» 

Epen. By that which you * ſaid, 
tis. caſie to diſcern the great Malignity 
of Sin againſt the Ever-bleſſed Gov z: 
from whoſe moſt righteous Will and 

Law, it is a Deviation. And. twas a- key, | 
lone your giving way to Sin, that en- [7 0 
._ taifdall your Miſeries upon you; and, 
daoubtleſs, tis a eruel and tormenting 
2 Thought to think, that what you ſuffer E: 
is moſt juſtly. But tis not my deſign 
to aggravate your Miſeries, only I'd ask op 
_"—_ Welden that 1 be _— EY 
eardl 
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Hobbs, O that I could but { 


* —. 


no Fire! How eaſie would my Tor- 


different Nature from it: Which you 
already well obſerved in one particular, 


ire in Eierceneſe; and is of a quite 


Which is, that there is no Light at al! 
attends it, as does upon ſuch Fire as 


burns on Earth; but notwithſtanding 


all the Eire in Hell, we are in utter 


Darkneſs. But then the Fire you burn 


goes out. But here it is not ſo; for 


1 though it burns with that tremendous 
Flerceneſs, which none but thoſe that 
eel it know, yet does it not conſume, 


* 
0 
* - « 


lor never will: We: ſhall ever be 
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on Earth, is of a preying and devour-- 
Ing Nature; for whatſoever it takes 
old of, it conſumes to Aſhes; and 
when it meets with no more Fewel, it 
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menting, but not Te ire. The 

- Fire that is burned on Earth, is a Cor- ie 


pPoreal Fire, and cannot ſeize on Imma- 


o 


* * * 


terial Subſtances; and, ſuch are Souls: 
But here the Fire ſeizes upon our Souls, IM x4 
and puts 'em unto Pain ſo exquiſite and 
ſo tormenting, as cannot be expreſt. It N th 
was my Ig norance of this, when upon | 
Earth, that made me ridicule the No- 
tion of Immaterial Subſtances being 
burnt by Fire: Which here to my own 
Coſt, I find too true. And then ano- 
ther, Difference betwixt the Fire that 
burns us here, and that which burns 
on Earth, is this, That you can kindle 

yl that whenever yon pleaſe, and quench 
it when you will: But here tis other- 
wiſez this Fire is kind led by the Breath 
of Heaven, like to a Stream of Brim- 
ſtone, and it burns for ever; and there- 
ſ fore is moſt properly ſtiled, Fire un- 
$i 'quenchable,' which here is like to be our Plor 
Bi Everlaſting Portion. + And this is what Pe 
Bi have to anſwer unto: the laſt ſad Que- Iris t 
ſtion that you ask d me. Js the 
Epen. Sad indeed, ſaid. I! See Wwhatf hy! 
Almighty Power can inflick on thoſeem 
that Violate. kis Righteous Law : — em 


— ä 
"x 
* + 5 13 Ka 


* * 
- 8 0 

- p » 

* * 


— A Ie 


"ES Fiſhes of Hel 163 | 
I was b ſome forther Obſerva: 15 . 
| 
| 
{ 


tions on what I heard, when the releat- j 
leſs Fiend, that was before tormenting | | a : 
of em, thus interrupted me: 

Devil. You ſee by him what ſort of | 
Men they were, when in the World, 
and don't you think that they deſerve _ | . 


Ide Puniſhment they undergo? ? 1 
. Epen. To: which 1 anſwer'd, Doubt- |; 


leſs it is the juſt Reward of Sin which 
; now they ſuffer; and which hereafter 
you ſhall ſuffer too: For you, as well 
as they, have ſinn'd againſt the Ever- 
bleſſed Gop:; and for your Sin, ſhall f 
ſuffer the juſt Vengeance of Eternal | 
Fire. Nor is it in the leaſt any Excuſe | 
to ſay, you never doubted the Being of | 
op; for though you knew there was | 
th God, yet you rebelFd: againſt him, 
nd therefore ſhall be juſtly puniſh'd 
mth Everlaſting Deſtruction from the | 
- Preſence of the Lord, and from the 4 
ur Plory of his Power.. 1 Ol 
nat Devil. To this the Fiend: xeplyigs F 
ne- TTis true, we know we' ſhall be puniſh'd | 
$ thou haſt ſaid; but if it be a Reaſon 
hat 'hy Mankind ſhould have Pity. ſhew'd |; -!} 
zoſeem, - becauſe they fell through the). 17 
potions of the Devily tis the ame) | | 
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_ caſe with. me, and all the reſt of the 
Inferior Spirits, for we were tempted 


on \ W F * — — 
r 9 


1 by the bright Sun of the Morning, to 


take part with him. And therefore, 
though this aggravates the Crime of 

Lucifer, it ſhould 'EXTERNato that of In- 
ferior Spirits. 

Angel. To this my bright Conductor 
(cho had not ſpoken to them ſince my 
coming hither) thus reply'd, with a 

ſtern angry Countenance, O thou Apo- 

ſtate wicked lying Spirit ! Canſt thou 
affirm thoſe things, and ſee: me here? 
PDoſt thou not know, it was thy Proud 
Heart made thee take part with Luci- 
fer againſt the Bleſſed God, who had 
Created thee a Glorious Creature? But 
priding of thy ſelf in thy own Beauty, 
thou would'ſt haye been above thy bleſ- 
ſed Creator, and ſo wert ready to take 
part with Lucifer, and juſtly art with 
im caſt down to Hell; and thy former 
Comelineſs and Beauty chang'd to that 


jj horrid monſtrous Form, in Which thou 
no appeareſt, as the juſt Puniſhment 


5 of thy Rebellious Pride. 
Devi. To this the Apoſtate Spirit 


| anly ſaid, Why do'ſt thou thus 1 | 


our Territories, and- come here to tor- 


ment A 


rit 
de 


font of Hel. 
at hace ee our time? ha when he 


had ſaid this, he ſlunk away, as if he 


durſt not ſtay to have an Anſwer. 


Epen. The Fiend being gone, I. ex : 


to my Conductor, Something I - 


already heard about the Fall of - 1 
Apoſtate Angels, but have a great le- 
ſire to be inform'd in the Particulars my 


thereof more fully. 


Angel. To this my Gurten Angel 5 
A eerid me, When thou ſhalt once 


have 55 off thy Mortality, and be 
Tranſlated to the Bleſſed above, there 
thou ſhalt know ſuch things as now 


thou canſt not apprehend. And there- 
5 in thy — State, deſire not to 


be wWiſe above what's written. It is 
e6ongh to know the Angels ſinn'd, and 


for their Sin were caſt down to Hell. 
But how. pure Spirits ſhould have a 
Thought riſe in their Hearts: againſt 
the Eternal Purity that firſt Created 
them, is what thou art not capable of 
comprebending now. The Angelick 
Spirits are free Agents a all, created ſo 


by the Almighty, who loves to have a 
free and willing Service offer d him by 


all his Creatures; and this, the Sacred 
or- On 68. informs You, is called . | 
TY : le 


* . » 
, 
\ : : 
* * 
* . ͤ —˙¾¹ Oe Ts a 


+; 
| 
| 
Ay 


\ 


| 
? 
4 
| 
| 
| | 
5 
| 
C 


— P — 


"The World to. Come: "Or. 


Wi - = Servireʒ and Angels had a time for It. 
i their Probation, even in Heaven, as 16 
well as Adam had in Paradice; and like P 
| 2 was created i in a Poſſibility of Fal- th 

: But as the Fall of Adam was re- pr 
. by the great Promiſe of the Bleſ. th 
1 - © Ted Meſſiah; ſo all thoſe Bleſſed Spirits, Þ no 
that kept their Station in the great De- ¶ Pu 
fection of the Apoſtate Angels, are, 

| through the wondrous Grace of the ral 
hl © Meſſiah, confirmed therein for ever; thi 
Ni that he might be the Head of Angels too, S 


As 


i _ 4 well. as Men; and have in all things the 
l Pre-eminence, as well becomes the Eter- 
nal Son of Gop.— But you have ſeen 
enough in theſe Black Realms of Miſery 
and Wo, to ſhew the Glory of Eternal 
| Juſtice, which even the Damned Spirits 
own to be ſo. For when that great De- 
ciding Day ſhall come, in which the Bo- 
dies of the Dead ſhall riſe, and be united 
to their Souls again, and then appear pth 
before the Judgment-Seat, there is none ice 
of theſe Black Souls but will plead Guil-Pun 
=! ty, and juſtifie the Judgment of Damna- Imp! 
2108, that they ſhall then hear God pro- y ga 
; 8 againſt em. N 
ofthe . Ihave'obſerved, faid I, that al oy 
m 


ns * of the ys? 
/ "1 55 t ay ; 


- 1 


„ i par of Hell. eG 
that ariſes from their own Senſe of 
Guilt; which juſtifies the Juſtice of the 
Puniſhment. ---- This gloom Priſon is 
the beſt Glaſs to behold Sin in its moſt 
proper Colours: For were there not 
the greateſt Malignity in Sin, it would 
not be Rewarded with fo extream a 
ar ny 
| Angel. Your Inference is very Natu- 

E l but there is yet a better Glaſs than 

5 this, to ſee the juſt Demerits due to 
„Sin: And that is by Contemplation to 
behold the Bleſſed Son of God upon the 
Croſs: There we may ſee the dire Ef- 
fects of Sin: There we may ſee its true 
x alignity. For all the Sufferings of the 
al Pamned here, are but the Sufferings of . 
a reatures ſtill; but on the Croſs vou ſee <8 
a Suffering Gop. | „ 
1 Epen. Surely, faid 1, Juſtice and Mer- 
edu did never ſo Triumph and Kiſs each 
earÞther, as in that fatal Hour. For Ju- 
dneſſtice here Was fully ſatisfied in the juſt 
ail-Puniſhment of sin; and Mercy tri- 
na- Imph' d, and was pleas' d, becauſe here- 
ro- Salvation for poor Sinners was ef- 

_- ated. : And O Eternal Praiſes to his 

t allfoly Name for ever! that by his Grace 
jent]as made x me wing to accept of this 
that {0 8 CSR . Salvation, 25 
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be World te ene: , | 


; Hon, and thereby to become au 
Heir of _ For I remember ſome 
of thoſe loſt. Wretches here, have in 
their bitter Lamentations urg'd, That 
when Salvation has been offer'd them, 
| thay Hare refuſed it. It was there- / 
fore Grace alone that help'd m me to ac- 1 
cept | } 


My ſhining Guardian. told me > here. 
4 — That he muſt now conduct me to 
the Earth again, and leave me there, | 
to wait with Faith and Patience, till 
my expected happy Change ſhould come. 
And added likewiſe, That it would he 
my Wiſdom to retain always ſuch : 
due Senſe of my own Unworthine| 00 
for to be Vile in my own Eyes, would th 
make me precious in the ſight of God 7e 
And that I ſhould not take 5 5 Caution 
ill, becauſe the Bnemy of Souls is read, 
elt with Temptations to puff up tho, 
who have had great Pie coveries and 
- Revelations of the Mind of God: Fo! 
there is nothing that the, Devil aims a 
more, than 0 deſtroy thoſe who art 
2 dear to God: And though he eve 
fails i in his Attempts, he is unwearie 

- Fill in his Endeavours; and oftentini; 
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makes em afterwards go mourning to 
their Graves. 


\ 
| 


a { 
— 


to of Wo and Horror to the Poſſeſſion of 
rei their black Inhabitants.----And in a ve- 
til ry little ſpace of Time, I found my ſelf 
meg on Earth again, and in that very place 
| be where I deſign'd to have committed 
that black Sin of being my own Mur- 
eb Widerer, overcome by the Temptations of 


ute Devil, who had perſwaded me there 
a0 as no God, as is in the beginning of 


Lhe Book related. ---- But what way it 


0 das that I came thither, I am not at: 


Fon ras by the Bank that I before had fat 
12 91 


e the bright Appearance, by whom 
ms I had been all along conducted, ſaid 
10 40 me,” d. 7 TP | 


e ede Ang. Now Epenttus, you know where | 


270 du are, and I muſt ſtay no longer with 
ntl . now: Lhave another Miniſtration to 
510 tend, Praiſe him that fits upon the 


H. Throne 


os 8 ens 


cade fem to commit thoſe- Sins Which 


I gave him Thanks for the good - 
MW Counſel he had given me, and told him 
1 ſhould be much wanting to my ſelf, 

if I ſhould not accept it as the greateſt 
M\ Kindeſs he could ſhew me. Come then, 
e- {aid he, and let us leave theſe Realms 


able to determine. As ſoon as 1 


W 


= 'F road 4 er, who has l. Power in 
Heaven; Earth, and Hel. 
For all the Wonders of his Love and Gy race, 


That he has r ſhewn you 1 fo ſhort a ſpace. 
him, my bright Conductor diſtppear' d, 


Viſions 1 had ſeen, and of the Wor: 


I know what time it was 1, had been 


- took'd upon me as if they ſcarce | 10 


of their ann Admir ation ? 


—— 
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Epen. As ] was going to reply 19 


and 1 was left alone. And having for 
ſome time conſider' d. of the Amazing 


drous Things that I had heard, I ſcarc: 
believ'd I was again on Earth; nor did 


-abſear. And then reſolving to retu n? 
to my own Habitation, I firſt knee 
down and pray'd that J might newer. 
| loſe a lively Senſe of all thoſe WC?! 
drous Things that had been ſhown me 
and then 'roſe up again, bleſſing and“ 
praiſing God for all his Goodneſs, 2 
much admiring at his Wondrous Gra” 
a 0 Condeſcenſion. 5 55 


Being return'd unto my Houſe, mM 
Family were much ſurprizdito es n 
Countenance ſo ſtrangely chang d; 


known me. J 
Laskd them what the meaning = 6 


11 
7 
11 


— 


———— 2 — ate th 


en of, Hel "1 
They I aber d, »TWäas che alteration. e 
in my Viſage that had cangd. at. Ga 
In what reſpeQ; ſaid I, 18 it that Lam 5 ng 
alter'd ſo ? 
They told me, Yeſterday my Looks 
were 15 extreamly cleuded and caſt 
down, 1 ſeem'd the very Image of De- 
ſpair: But now my Face appear d a- 
bundantly more Beautiful, and carryd 
all the Marks of perfect Joy and Satiſ- 
faction in it. 
If yon had feen, faid I, what I have 
ſeen to Day, you would not wonder at 3 
che Change you'ſee. ----Then going into 
„my Cloſet, Ltook my Pen and Ink, and 
there writ down what I had heard and 
ien, declaring, the whole Viſions from 
the firſt to laſt: And then ſubjoyned 


uno it the Poems following on Heaven 
oP and Hell. All which 1 hope may have 
the fame effect on thoſe that read them, 
as they had upon me in writing chem.— 5 

54 y Naum to the King Eternal, Immortal, | 
ip _ Inviſible, the Ouly Wiſe GOD, be 1 
© i Glory fi or ever. Amen. 
FIRE I o Whoſe Bleſſing I Recommend it. 
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= Tin! Mafeſty, who here doft Ritgn, 

1 My uſe aſfiſtanct by thi pirit dadgn ? 
=. Pardon, © griat Three One, my bold Adventure, 
tte Holieſt of Holies thus 6% Enter. 8 
9 © circuniiſe j Heart ! my foul Lips touch, 
Pi thy. great Altar's Coal, ere I appreath 
=_ Jy Honors Dwtling: andtiſie my Verſe, 
Phat in theſe humble Line I may rethear(t | 

 Saxl-charming-Strains that raviſu May with Love, 
e and others of the Things About. | 


'# -T hifs thy Thrihold, LORD, and fo creip in; 
 IWhere tone approach that are defibd with fin : 
| Not that I'm pure, but foul, vet purged clear; 
For, LORD, ny Sacrifice and Prieſt are her, 
At thy Right Hand of Glory, with Thee One, 
The Glory bsth of thy Right Hand and Thront; 
The onder of thy Mercy, Love and Gract; 
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| Who ears all tuavtn's Jh, ſunm & in tie Facts . 


4 Glor Y of Heay Cn. 
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Than to btheld thy Sacred Fact and His; 
Tho" lut a moment who ſuch ſight Might bave, 
would hug the filem hubroſe of the Graves 


Kiſ Death; yta, woo Hell too, on the Condition, 


(When Time's. ſpent to the Snuff) to haue Frtion 
Of that Tranſcendent Foz O Grace divine! 
Ircomprehenſi bit, ſave by the Trine“ 


cine my Toneut iy Muſe, (wrapt with dtligt) 


Ts futter forth a far-ſhrt Epithit:; 
| © Sus per · ſu· per ſu- ſu perla. tive 
S$tipendious Lovt! into whoſe Depth to dive, 
Would non plus Heaven's Angelick Hierarchy, . 
| Ard wonder ſtrike Saints to @ Letharg) “ 
Tet, es if all this mighty Happineſs _ 
were tos too ſmall for Mankind to pojjtſs, 
For a poor ſraful Worm, too ſlight a Guerdon; 
| Ht does not only give him Life and Pardon; 
Cltanſts from S iu, and takts away his Gut; 
But for bis Entertainment, he has built | 
Th: New jeruſalſem, 70% ſpiendid Throne, 
« City whejt high Walls are precinus Stontz 


Her Streets Tranſparent Cold; hir Unhut Gatts 


Of Orient Pearl; all of Unvalnd Rates 


Wiere nteds 10 Sun by Day, nor Moon by Nights . 


Ler OD's Great Glory gives Eternal Light. 
The Lamb's the Lamp thereof: Within it walk 


Earth's ſaved Tribes, whoſe Muſich and whoſe Tak 


Art Hallelujahs: Whoſt white Robes out- ve 
Toe. pureſt Snow in Candor: Such no EV 

, Mortal txir ſaw, nor Heart of Man 

Gan half conceive, where FESUS leads the Van. 
Of Sacred Myriads ; Hoſt of Lord of Hoſts, - 
With Millions of Angels, f. the-pofts 

Of that Ctleſtial m, which is grac'd 


Th 


Tie Htav'n of Haven; Man: cant iſ mare Bliſs, . 
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Aud Scipter d with Triumphant Palms; out ctafe 


— For all their Enemits ſubdued tit, © 
c ban d wp 
Toermenting, and tormented by each other. 


Almighty Power can wiſh-his Foes no worſe, 
But thert's no nted of Hell to ſit of Heaven 3 


. Here's ſwiet Satiety, and pleaſing Fulneſy, 

B Bliſſfedly free from nauſeating Dulneſs. 
 MHtaven's Dainties coy not, ut er {0 freely ta en; 
Vor do it's Gutft fear Su ftitint er Bans. 

Tit tu a Laſting, Everlafting Feaft 3 


Here winged Cberubins bring in the Gueſts 


That Vinegar whetting their Apptiitts 


Afflictians art . te 10 Blife; 


Void of Diſturbanct, Anguiſh, Ftar, or Cart; 


Here the Celeflial- Choriflers declays 
Their Maker's Praife, in Hymns that Charming art? 
Sweet Odes and Epithalemies they l fing, 
To Ctltbratt the Nuptials of | 
Mount Sion's Lamb, Lion of JudaH's Fribe 5 
ang, ms Rage Sim MES. derive 
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ad Pol 0 on 1 | 
On Throms of Gley, Crown'd' with endlife Puck 


: 


A Oppeſit ions to E tiruit). 
in Deatbliſs Flames, in Sulpb'ry $macher, | 
Dam d 10 fo horrid and immenſe 4 Curſe, 4 


Where all Good Things urt in ſurh plenty gives 


( 
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4 
7 
x 
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Like fret for all, the Griatefi and the Luft. 
From all Earth's Quarters, aſter Deatis 410. ; 


To feed on Unezpriſſivie Delights : 15 
For that's God's Way, as all tht Bld bnow ; 
Who'll Feaſt above, muſt taſte ſowt Sauce below, 


Who bears one rightly, can't the other miſs. 
 Farewtl, Earth's fading Foys And now dear Souls. 
Let Faith's bright Eye aſpire bond the Poles ; 
And view theje everlaſting Manſeons there, 


Of all that diſcontents, all that annoys ; 
And fill'd with Boundleſs and Eternal Jojo. 


their K ing; 


> 
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e Of Heaven. +” 
In Soul- amazing Notes, that raviſb quite 
All Ears with ſweet Exceſs of chorge Delice bt. 
The Heaven of Heavens loudly reſound with Pearl? 
Of Atclamations ar the Open'd Seals; © & 
The Myſtery of GOD ff they'll fee, + 
And Foy therein to all Eterni x. 
Aunk ! hark! Methinks T hear Mclodions Songs? 
And none ſuch Ditties warlled by thoſe Throngs ! 
| 15 Tow'ring Soul would fain tranſcend the Shies, - 
And join with tbem in thoſe Ble, Rhapſodia:; 
The very Thoughts whererf inflame my Heart 
Vith reflleſs Longings there. to bear k Part, 1. 
WW here who the leaſt Part bears, ſhall bear a bright 
Weight of Eternal Glory; Great, yet Lightz 
n Amerantine Crown of Glory lafting, 
ur ther bejend than "tis to Evglaſting, 


| LORD, why doth this dull Lump of Earth detain 
YM; Soul from joining in their Quite, that rain 
Vith thee in Glory? I even groan w be 
Piſſolv d, that I hay thy bright Preſence ſee. 

is Life's not worth deſiring, new I view 
he difference 'twixt It, and That that's True. 
ORB, les me in thy bleſſed Preſence day, 
lud wait at ny Redeemer's Feet for aye! 

t ah! it Cannot be! I muft deſcend, 

1d wait until this Mortal Life hall end, 
ben [ball I gladly re- appear before 8 
py Throne, and live with Thee 111 Evertore. 

eas time, thoſe Dangers, blefed Lord, prevent, 
« may afſail my Soul in ber Deſcent * 
am Sin; Defilement keep me pure and fiee 3 
ut then, thy Will be done, O Lord, on tne. 
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Foregoing P OEM. 


What Altdexting Ahne here ! whoſe bright 
Corruſcancy deprives all Eyes of Sight 3 
All Tongues of Words expreſſtue; and all Hearts 
Of comprehenſive Thoughts ; all theſe weak Part: 
Are ſtupify'd hereat: Yet this great Thlone 
Was made fir wotihleſs Man's. Fruition. 
What Miracles bath Mercy more to do 
What Forgive Sins, and give Sinners Heaven too 
Then let whoſe will for things en Earth be Betting 
- For when als got, Beuren: all that's worth tne 
(getting 
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Torments of Hell. 


F TOrrid? of Creatures! who waſt Pet mala 
Ip plecſe Erernel Juſtices Thy bach Shade 
ſounds with Contradiftions! Freezing Fites 
ith Rorcid Chilneſs ; Iafinite Deſires, 
bid of the leaſt Attainments; Howling Theams 
% all of Exordiums : Fiery Beams, 
ne hing, Jet Lightleſs ; This Schools Alphabet 
10s, % Omega; They who there are mes, 
5 war out Palinodes, ard Elegles, 
e fil Beginning: Cain (if there be ies) 
no whit farther in his Leſſon come, 
an he that left went hence to that ſad home. 
Y. Lucifer, grand Pedagogue of all, | 
i" not learn d A, B, C, ſince bis firſt Fall; 
er and his great Maſter taught him better, 
' Dillard is not yet paſt the fir Letter. 
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F now #3 fur from Learning out; 
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Ae "(was when firſt he Trosp d the Angel. Rut 

Into Rebellion; and his Lefhn's dire; 


390 


Nie Wo and Lamentations 1% a Fire 


Tormenting, no Conſuming 3 Burniag fil; 
l killing, het deth never fully K; 


Eternal Labour with Eternal Loſs;“ 


VUaceſſant Cares, aud yet unceſſant Croſs; 
ADeathieſs Death, a Lifelefs Life remains, 
Which multiplies the Terror of the Pains ; 
Meaſureleſs, endleſs, hapleſs, hopel:ſs & tate 
Whoe'er comes here, finds it Too ſeon, Too late; 
Too ſoon 0 Senſe, the Pain; but to prevent 
Dat Senſe, Too late; Since too late to Repent. 
Ab, careleſs, cureleſs, heedteſs, headleſt Man ! 
Leap not info the Fire out of the Pan: 
 Whilft here thou wanld' Afflict ions Cauldron fhan, 
Thou dareſt Hell, and ſo art quite undone, 
Temporal Creſſes may be better born, 
Than thoſe that are Eternal; do not ſcors 
Good Counſel given gratis: Sirihe thy Sails: 
Stoop thy Top-gailant Will; it nought auails, 
Poor Sculler, theſe to mount in a Bravado, 
hen thau'rt inviron d with a ſtrong Armado. 
If thou fland out, thou'rt ſunk and loſt for ever ; 
Sabnit then, and to change thy Will endeavour. 
 Lnek ere than leap it, thy Foot is at Pits. hin“ 


Move but 4 Haty's Breadth further, thou muſt [1% 


And fink eternally.” See here the Chaſm, 
Againſt whoſe Wounds there is no Cataplaſm 
ho fells here wounded, is beyond all Cure; 
And miſt, beyond all Time, his Pains endure. 
This Dungeon bath nor Joy, nor Reft, nor Eaſe, 
Nor Comfort, nor 4 Hope of ought the theſe x 
But Deſparation of them, and aſſurance 
Of Perpetnity of Pains endirante: 
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{zhovah's Magazine of Terror!“ Lo? 

This Den from Beatifick Vin im 
Eccentrich ; quite Exterminate from Bliſs + 

ſts Guzfls all Captive Mourners, who delight 
Eich other 10 Torment, and 1 Affright, 

Mutual. Aſſaſſinates * From Mercy far; 

| Iu/atiate in fierce Cruelty they are: 

Whoſe hideous Howlings, raving, roaring Cries, 
Gnaſhing of Teeth and Shrieks would rend the S hies, 
Shikhe ali the Earih ta ſhivers, melt proud Man 
Into a Flaod of Tears, make Beauty wan. 
Strength feeble, and his very Frame diſſnive 
Irs Nothing, once to hear em: O revolve N. 
this freqzently ip Heart! Leit Hells dark Flame, is 
ſhe Thoughts n hereef ſhauld wildeſt Mortals tame) : 
Wrowes the firft Light that gives thee ht of Sin, df 
wd (enſe of ſecond Death: When once thou'rt in, 4 
Theres no Redemption: Penitence too late = "Fi 
Vill but increaſe thy Torments, not abate} Wnt} 


lere thou may ſt fee Nimied's flern Progeny E/1 
Hranmz d der, 4s they loud Tyranny : "Vi 
zizanctick Cyclops may tormented be, | 
; Pigmey Fiends, t augment their Miſery, \ 
| e Prmpous Dives here ſhall not command „ 
; hne Drop of Water from a Lezar's Hand; | J 
„ker, altho through Yhirfi bis Throat was clang, © 9 
„bee of Water for his parched Tongue, _ 1 
addon anf Ap:ilyon here do raign „ 
5 reat Lords of Miſ-rule o er the Damned Train; SN 
. mf} whim Confuſion 75 the perfect ſt Order, © 


vo Wd creatett Mercy worſe than horrid Murder : 
e. We Lucifer and Bee E bub now lie, | 
4; licking Pain, and Pain d Fternally, _ | 

e lapſed Angels knewins their own Fate 8 


revicable, are incens'd with batte | 
ig „„ LY | Againſt "61 


Azainſt beth GOD and Man; but wanting Pom: 
50 to men, they Manbind would deour- 
hom living, they by Flattery firive to win; 
| But dead, torment moſt juſtly for their Sin. 
 _ Their firft Blot is, GOD's Image to deface, 
fich tho ones loft, is now renew by Grate; 
Since our baſe Hor feiture of that great Favour 
nn Paradlice, by Breach of good Beauvimr. = 
But ſince Redemption cruſh'd that curs' 4 Deſian, 
They do endeavour now to under mine 
D by our neareſt Friend's, the World and Fleſh; 
"Tea, our own ſelves, our ſelves aſſault afreſh : 
And did not an Alnighty Power defend us, 
Theſe our three Friens to thoſe out Foes wd fend i 


HBleſſed Redeemer, let thy Banner ſhield us; 
And let thy Spirit ſtill afſiflance yield us, 
Againft thoſe Subtlities and fly Devices, 
Whereby 'Hel's Regent our poor Scals intices; 
Confound his Plots, and by thy Grace relieve us; 
And from this Diſmal Dungeon, Lord, reprieve . 


But thou, curſt Wrerch, who rt in this wofu! Pl 4, 
How wretched and how hopeleſs 7s thy Caſe 
Zacenſed Juſtice here his Power des ſhew : 

See, wretched Man what Sin has brought thee 1: 
Tit is the Houſe of thy cursd Sins Foundation 
Topher, the Cell of thy dejers'd Damnation. 


